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MIDDLE EAST GOVERNMENTS and POLITICS - G53.2590 
 
Ayda Erbal 
726 Broadway, Room 724 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 6-7 and by appt. 
Email:ayda@nyu.edu 
 
Course Description: 
 
MEGP is intended as an advanced level graduate introductory course on selected issues related to the 
modern history, politics and governments of the region between Atlantic Ocean and Central Asia, 
currently known as the “Middle East”. The course will cover the period from the end of 19th century to 
the present. The readings revolve around –but not limited to- topics such as state formation; state-society 
relations; ideologies and transnationalism; “Islamist” politics; political economy; political liberalization 
and the persistence/evolution of authoritarianism in the “Middle East”. The course is roughly divided 
into four sections: The first section deals not only with the emergence of the “Middle East” as a region 
but also the main theoretical discussions regarding the study of Middle Eastern Politics and its 
place/positioning in the wider Political Science literature. The second section lays the politico-historical 
grounds of contemporary events and entails major events such as decolonization, state formation, 
politics of identity (Pan Arabism/ Pan Islamism) and roots of Arab-Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The third 
section covers the dynamics of Cold War, post Cold War years and issues pertaining to the governments 
and political economy of the Middle East: development, petro-states, democratization, the rise of Islamic 
supra-state organizations and mixed regimes. The last section of the class will be comprised of student 
presentations. 
 
Course Objectives: MEGP aims to accomplish two things: On the one hand, the course is designed to 
give the students an overall understanding of the political history and governments of the “Middle East”. 
On the other hand, it introduces the students to the core issues in this particular area study, to allow for 
their future application using major concepts and methodologies within the political science discipline. 
Also, even though the course is not oriented towards policy-making, it is still expected that MEGP will 
increase the students’ ability to write short policy-relevant memos on key Middle East issues. Students 
are not expected to have prior knowledge on the Middle East 
 
Requirements: Students are required to attend each class and are expected to read the syllabus 
selections assigned for each class session on time, since the lectures will serve merely as outlines for the 
readings. Students are also responsible for all readings on the syllabus, regardless of whether or not we 
cover all of the assigned readings. If you miss class, you are responsible for finding out from your 
friends what you missed, including handouts, announcements, etc.  
 
Our objective in this class is to create an open environment in which we can further and challenge our 
knowledge through discussion. Consequently, your informed participation is essential. Paper, 
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participation and presentation requirements of the class will be decided upon depending the size of the 
class. 
 
Readings and Required Texts:  
 
The following required books have been ordered @ NYU Bookstore. All other readings will be made 
available online weekly on Blackboard so it’s essential that you activate and use/check your NYU 
emails. 
 
Required Background Reading 
 
Kamrava, Mehran. 2005. The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War, Los 
Angeles: University of California Press. 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=10074089 (Library has full electronic access to the title, 
you need to install a small program (Ebrary) through library to view the book online, highlight and take 
notes, you need to be on an NYU computer or change your proxy settings to be able to view the book) 
 
Required Textbooks 
 
Schulze, Reinhard. 2000. A Modern History of The Islamic World. New York: New York University 
Press. 
 
Bromley, Simon. 1991. American Hegemony and World Oil, Philadelphia: Pennsylvania State 
University Press. 
 
 
Course Website 
Access Blackboard via NYU Home (http://home.nyu.edu), under the "Academics" tab, or 
http://classes.nyu.edu/webapps/login. I will post on the website class notices, changes to the reading 
assignments, and links, where available, to electronic copies of readings. 
 
Remote Access to NYU Libraries and Online Sources 
Students can gain access to NYU research engines through NYU Home.  Log in to your account and 
follow the “research” link.  If NYU Home is down, you can still access the library information sources 
from a computer system attached to NYU’s network, NYU-NET.  If you would like to access NYU 
libraries and some of the online journals from a remote area (like home), you will need to configure your 
internet browser to permit full access from an external connection using NYU’s proxy server.  You will 
also need to configure your browsers properly to be able to read some library books online. See the URL 
below for detailed instructions on how to do change your proxy settings.  It is easy.  If you need 
assistance, contact ITS by phone at (212) 998-3333 or by email at its.clientservices@nyu.edu
Go to: 
http://www.nyu.edu/its/faq/connecting/proxy.html
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Film Screenings 
 
As part of the MEGP we will see documentaries complementing the readings. The location and time for 
the screenings will be announced weekly. Attendance to film sessions is not compulsory. Some of the 
titles are as follows:  
 
Promises & Betrayals: Britain and the Struggle for the Holy Land
Edward Said on Orientalism 
Battle of Algiers 
The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money and Power 
A Crude Awakening: The Oil Crash 
The Elusive Peace 
Control Room 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week One 
 
Tuesday, September 5 –NO CLASS, but try to read Kamrava, The Modern Middle East, pp. 1-106. 
 
Week Two 
Introduction and Overview –The Debate on Area Studies 
 
Tuesday, September 12 
 
Required 
 
Anderson, Lisa. 1990. “Policy-Making and Theory-Building: American Political Science and the Islamic 
Middle East,” in Hisham Sharabi, ed., Theory, Politics, and the Arab World: Critical Responses, New 
York: Routledge, pp. 52-80. 
 
Gerges, Fawaz. 1991. “The Study of Middle East International Relations: A Critique,” British Journal 
of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 18, No. 2, pp. 208-220. http://www.jstor.org/cgi-
bin/jstor/printpage/13530194/ap010011/01a00040/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=j
stor&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&0.pdf
 
Bill, James A. 1994. “Comparative Middle East Politics: Still in Search of Theory,” PS: Political 
Science and Politics, Vol. 27, No. 3, pp. 518-519. http://www.jstor.org/cgi-
bin/jstor/printpage/10490965/ap020028/02a00080/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=j
stor&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&0.pdf
 
Bates, Robert. 1997. “Area Studies and the Discipline: A Useful Controversy?” PS: Political Science 
and Politics, Vol. 30, No. 2.  pp. 166-169. 
http://www.jstor.org/view/10490965/ap020039/02a00030/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f2f@ny
u.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&dpi=3&config=jstor
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Johnson, Chalmers. 1997. “Preconception vs. Observation, or the Contributions of Rational Choice 
Theory and Area Studies to Contemporary Political Science,” PS: Political Science and Politics, Vol. 
30, No. 2.  pp. 170-174. 
http://www.jstor.org/view/10490965/ap020039/02a00040/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f2f@ny
u.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&dpi=3&config=jstor
 
Lustick, Ian S. 1997. “The Disciplines of Political Science: Studying the Culture of Rational Choice as a 
Case in Point,” PS: Political Science and Politics, Vol. 30, No. 2.  pp. 175-179. 
http://www.jstor.org/view/10490965/ap020039/02a00050/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.ed
u/01cce4403500501d8753b&dpi=3&config=jstor
 
Clark, Janine A. 2006. “Field Research Methods in the Middle East,” PS: Political Science and 
Politics, Vol. 39, No. 3, pp. 417-424. 
http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FPSC%2FPSC39_03%2FS104909650606070
7a.pdf&code=1cb3690b447e464d91f4e05f6aebbcf2
 
Recommended 
 
Shea, Christopher. 1997. “Political Scientists Clash Over Value of Area Studies,” The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, January 10. http://chronicle.com/che-data/articles.dir/art-43.dir/issue-
18.dir/18a01301.htm
 
Kramer, Martin. 2001. Ivory Towers on Sand: The Failure of Middle Eastern Studies in America, 
Washington DC: Washington Institute for Near East Policy, intro and ch. 1.  
 
Hajjar, Lisa and Steve Niva. 1997. “(Re)Made in the USA Middle East Studies in the Global Era,” 
Middle East Report, No. 205, Middle East Studies Networks: The Politics of a Field, pp. 2-9. 
 
Week Three 
Emergence of the “Middle East” –Boundaries, Narratives and Politics 
 
Tuesday, September 19 
 
Required 
 
Davison, Roderic H. 1960. “Where is the Middle East?” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 38, pp. 665 -675. 
July. http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/fora38&id=675&collection=journals
 
Halliday, Fred. 1993. “'Orientalism' and Its Critics,” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 20, 
No. 2., pp. 145-163. 
http://www.jstor.org/cgi-
bin/jstor/printpage/13530194/ap010015/01a00010/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=j
stor&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&0.pdf
 

 4

http://www.jstor.org/view/10490965/ap020039/02a00040/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&dpi=3&config=jstor
http://www.jstor.org/view/10490965/ap020039/02a00040/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&dpi=3&config=jstor
http://www.jstor.org/view/10490965/ap020039/02a00050/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&dpi=3&config=jstor
http://www.jstor.org/view/10490965/ap020039/02a00050/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&dpi=3&config=jstor
http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FPSC%2FPSC39_03%2FS1049096506060707a.pdf&code=1cb3690b447e464d91f4e05f6aebbcf2
http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FPSC%2FPSC39_03%2FS1049096506060707a.pdf&code=1cb3690b447e464d91f4e05f6aebbcf2
http://chronicle.com/che-data/articles.dir/art-43.dir/issue-18.dir/18a01301.htm
http://chronicle.com/che-data/articles.dir/art-43.dir/issue-18.dir/18a01301.htm
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/fora38&id=675&collection=journals
http://www.jstor.org/cgi-bin/jstor/printpage/13530194/ap010015/01a00010/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=jstor&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&0.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/cgi-bin/jstor/printpage/13530194/ap010015/01a00010/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=jstor&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&0.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/cgi-bin/jstor/printpage/13530194/ap010015/01a00010/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=jstor&userID=807a4f2f@nyu.edu/01cce4403500501d8753b&0.pdf
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Little, Douglas. 2002. American Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East since 1945. Chapel 
Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, ch. 1. 
 
Lockman, Zachary. 2004. Contending visions of the Middle East: the history and politics of Orientalism. 
New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 182-241. 
 
Anderson, Lisa. 2004. “Scholarship, Policy, Debate and Conflict: Why We Study the Middle 
East and Why It Matters,” Middle East Studies Association Bulletin, Vol. 38, No. 1 
http://fp.arizona.edu/mesassoc/Bulletin/Pres%20Addresses/Anderson.htm
 
Recommended 
 
Kramer, Martin. 2001. Ivory Towers on Sand: The Failure of Middle Eastern Studies in America, 
Washington DC: Washington Institute for Near East Policy, chs. 2-6. 
 
See also the reviews by Gregory Gause in Foreign Affairs 
http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/PDF?handle=hein.journals/fora81&id=410&print=section&section=37
&ext=.pdf (check 2nd week’s readings on Blackboard)  
and  
Rex Brynen in Middle East Journal at (check 2nd week’s readings on Blackboard) 
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=9&sid=1&srchmode=1&vinst=PROD&fmt=6&startpage=-
1&clientid=9269&vname=PQD&RQT=309&did=120156464&scaling=FULL&ts=1156216689&vtype
=PQD&rqt=309&TS=1156216707&clientId=9269
 
 
Extra Session – To Be Held on Friday, September 22 or Saturday, September 23 
From Empire to “Nation States” –Ottomans, Colonialism, Legacies of Colonialism 
 
Background Reading 
Kamrava, Mehran. 2005. The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War, Los 
Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 1-106. 
 
Required 
 
Kent, Marian (Editor). 1996. Great Powers and the End of the Ottoman Empire. London, GBR: Frank 
Cass Publishers, pp. 137-199, 51-73, also skim 5-31. 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=10093688
 
Owen, Roger. 2000. State Power and Politics in Making of the Modern Middle East. London, UK: 
Routledge, pp. 8-22  
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=10054730
 
Roshwald, Aviel. 2001. Ethnic Nationalism & Fall of Empires : Central Europe, Russia & the Middle 
East, 1914-1923. Florence, KY, USA: Routledge, pp. 28-34, 57-67, 104-114, 140-145, 152-155, 183-
196, 211-215. 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=5001960
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Gelvin, James L. 2005. The modern Middle East: A history. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 
139-169.   
 
Hinnebusch, Raymond. 2003. International Politics of the Middle East. Manchester, GBR: Manchester 
University Press, pp. 1-21. 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=10075718
 
See the Ottoman decline map at the following location 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Top?channelName=nyulibrary&cpage=6&d=all&f00=title&f01=su
bject&frm=adv.x&hitsPerPage=10&id=10002675&l=all&layout=document&p00=Middle+East&p01=
&sch=%A0%A0%A0%A0%A0Search%A0%A0%A0%A0%A0&sortBy=score&sortOrder=desc
 
Recommended 
 
Gelvin, James L. 2005. The modern Middle East: A history. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 
100-110, 175-196. 
 
Quataert, Donald. 2005. The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922. 2nd ed. New York: Cambridge University 
Press, pp: 37-89, 110-198 
 
Zürcher, Erik Jan. 1997. Turkey: A Modern History. London & New York: I.B. Tauris & Co Ltd., pp. 
98-172. 
 
Week Four 
States without Foundations? Historical and Ideological Roots of Middle Eastern 
States -1 
 
Tuesday, September 26 
 
Required 
 
Anderson, Lisa. 1987.  “The State in the Middle East and North Africa,” Comparative Politics, Vol. 20, 
No. 1, pp. 1-18. http://www.jstor.org/cgi-
bin/jstor/printpage/00104159/ap020079/02a00010/0.pdf?backcontext=page&dowhat=Acrobat&config=j
stor&userID=807a4f32@nyu.edu/01cce4401e0050feba2&0.pdf
 
Ayalon, Ami. 2000. “Post-Ottoman Monarchies: Old Bottles, New Labels?” in Joseph Kostiner, Middle 
East Monarchies. Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 23-37. 
 
Harik, Ilya. 1987. “The Origins of the Arab State System,” in Ghassan Salamé, The Foundations of the 
Arab State. New York: Croom Helm, pp. 19-47. 
 
Korany, Bahgat. 1987. “Alien and Besieged Yet Here To Stay: The Contradictions of the Arab 
Territorial State,” in Ghassan Salamé, The Foundations of the Arab State. New York: Croom Helm, pp. 
48-74. 
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Gelvin, James L. 1995. "The League of Nations and the Question of National Identity in the Fertile 
Crescent." World Affairs (Washington, D.C.) [H.W.Wilson - SSA] 158: 35-43. 
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=12028268&Fmt=7&clientId=65345&RQT=309&VName=PQD&
cfc=1
 
Kostiner, Joseph. 2000. “Introduction” in Joseph Kostiner, Middle East Monarchies. Boulder, Colorado: 
Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 1-15. 
 
Anderson, Lisa. 2000. “Dynasts and Nationalists: Why Monarchies Survive,” in Joseph Kostiner, 
Middle East Monarchies. Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 53-71. 
 
Recommended 
 
Halliday, Fred. 2000. “Monarchies in the Middle East: A Concluding Appraisal,” in Joseph Kostiner, 
Middle East Monarchies. Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 289-303. 
 
Week Five 
States without Foundations? Historical and Ideological Roots of Middle Eastern 
States -2 
 
Tuesday, October 3 

 

Background Reading 
 

Kamrava, Mehran. 2005. The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War, Los 
Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 283-330. 
 

Required 
 

Schulze, Reinhard. 2000. A Modern History of The Islamic World. New York: New York University 
Press, pp. 60-111 (skip 73-79, 86-89), 123-147. 
 
Salloukh, Bassel and Rex Brynen (Eds). 2004. Persistent Permeability: Regionalism, Localism and 
Globalization in the Middle East, chs 1-3, 9. 
 
 
Week Six 
Arab-Israeli-Palestinian Conflict  
 
Tuesday, October 10 

 

Background Reading 
Kamrava, Mehran. 2005. The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War, Los 
Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 107-137, 215-256. 
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Required 

Shafir, Gershon and Yoav Peled. 2002. Being Israeli: The Dynamics of Multiple Citizenship, selections 
TBD 

Shlaim, Avi. 2000. The iron wall: Israel and the Arab world. New York: W.W. Norton, p. 564-609. 

Gary Sussman, “The Challenge to the Two-State Solution” Middle East Report, No. 231 (Summer 
2004): 8-15. http://www.merip.org/mer/mer231/sussman.html

Usher, G. 2005. "The Palestinians After Arafat." Journal of Palestine Studies 34 (3): 42-56. 
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=0&did=860426231&SrchMode=1&sid=1&Fmt=6&VInst=PRO
D&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1150658438&clientId=9269
 
Recommended 

TBD 

 
Week Seven 
Cold War, Areas of Influence and Anti-Americanism: An Unexpected Consequence 
 
Tuesday, October 17 
 
Required 
 
Yaqub, Salim. 2004. Containing Arab Nationalism: the Eisenhower doctrine and the Middle East. 
Chapel Hill, NC, USA: University of North Carolina Press, pp. 1-23. 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=10116522
 
Mamdani, Mahmood. 2004. Good Muslim, bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the roots of terror. 
1st Ed. New York: Pantheon Books, p. 119-177. 
 
Mitchell, Timothy. 2004. “American Power and Anti Americanism in the Middle East,” in Andrew and 
Kristin Ross (ed.) Anti-Americanism, New York: New York University Press, pp. 87-106. 
 
Judt, Tony, and Denis Lacorne (Eds.). 2005. With Us Or Against Us: Studies in Global Anti-
Americanism, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, selections, to be decided. 
 
O’Connor, Brendon and Martin Griffiths (Eds.). 2006. The Rise of Anti-Americanism, New York: 
Routledge, selections, to be decided. 
 
 
Week Eight 
Supra National Political Movements 
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Tuesday, October 24 
 
Required 
 
Burgat, François. 2003. Face To Face With Political Islam, New York: I.B.Tauris, selections. 
 
Mandaville, Peter. 2001. “Sufis and Salafis: The Political Discourse of Transnational Islam,” in Robert 
W. Hefner (ed.) Remaking Muslim Politics: Pluralism, Contestation, Democratization, pp. 37-60. 
 
Halliday, Fred. 2005. The Middle East in International Relations: Power, Politics and Ideology, New 
York: Cambridge University Press, ch.8, also ch.7 skim. 
 
Norton, Augustus, “The Puzzle of Political Reform in the Middle East,” in Louise L'Estrange Fawcett. 
2005. International relations of the Middle East. New York: Oxford University Press, p. 131-148. 
 
Hinnebusch, Raymond, “The Politics of Identity in the Middle East International Relations,” in Louise 
L'Estrange Fawcett. 2005. International relations of the Middle East. New York: Oxford University 
Press, p. 151-171. 
 
Recommended 
 
Mark Tessler, “Islam and Democracy in the Middle East: The Impact of Religious Orientations on 
Attitudes Toward Democracy In Four Arab Countries,” Comparative Politics, 34, 3 (April 2002), at 
http://polisci.lsa.umich.edu/documents/islamAndDemocracy.pdf
 
Ayubi, Nazih N. M. 1991. Political Islam: religion and politics in the Arab world. London; New York: 
Routledge, skim 213-222, read 222-236. 
 
Esposito, John L. 1998. Islam and politics. 4th ed. Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University Press, p. 136-
157. 
 
Week Nine 
Civil Society, Democratization 
 
Tuesday, October 31  

 
Background Reading 
 
Kamrava, Mehran. 2005. The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War, Los 
Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 331-358. 
 
Required 
 
Binder, Leonard. 1998. “Exceptionalism and Authenticity: The Question of Islam and Democracy,” 
Arab Studies Journal, Spring Issue, pp. 33-59. 
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Sadiki, Larbi. 1998. “To Export or Not to Export Democracy to the Arab World: The Islamist 
Perspective,” Arab Studies Journal, Spring Issue, pp. 60-75. 
 
Sadiki, Larbi. 2004. The Search for Arab Democracy: Discourses and Counter-Discourses, New York: 
Columbia University Press, pp. 131-140, 198-229, 320-364. 
 
Brynen, Rex, Bahgat Korany, and Paul Noble. 1995. Political liberalization and democratization in the 
Arab world. Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, selections, to be decided. 
 
Ibrahim, Saad Eddin, “Liberalization and Democratization in the Arab World: An Overview,” in Rex 
Brynen, Bahgat Korany, and Paul Noble. 1995. Political liberalization and democratization in the Arab 
world. Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, p. 29-57 
 
Ross, M. L. 2001. "Does Oil Hinder Democracy?" World Politics 53 (3): 325,+  
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/world_politics/v053/53.3ross.pdf
 
Recommended 
 
Mark Tessler, “Islam and Democracy in the Middle East: The Impact of Religious Orientations on 
Attitudes Toward Democracy In Four Arab Countries,” Comparative Politics, 34, 3 (April 2002), at 
http://polisci.lsa.umich.edu/documents/islamAndDemocracy.pdf
 
Ayubi, Nazih N. M. 1991. Political Islam: religion and politics in the Arab world. London; New York: 
Routledge, skim 213-222, read 222-236. 
 
Esposito, John L. 1998. Islam and politics. 4th ed. Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University Press, p. 136-
157. 
 
 
Week Ten 
The Political Economy of Natural Resources -1 
 
Tuesday, November 7 

 
Required 
 
Abrahamian, Ervand. 2001. "The 1953 Coup in Iran," Science and Society, 65 no 2, pp. 185-215. 
 
Karl, Terry Lynn. 1997. The paradox of plenty: oil booms and petro-states. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, chs: 1, 3, 9. 

Bromley, Simon. 1991. American Hegemony and World Oil, Philadelphia: Pennsylvania State 
University Press, pp. 46-162, 205-256. 

Recommended 
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TBD 

Week Eleven 
The Political Economy of Natural Resources -2  
 
Tuesday, November 14 
 
Required 

Luciani, Giacomo. 1994. “The Oil Rent, the Fiscal Crisis of the State and Democratization,” in Ghassan 
Salamé (ed), Democracy without Democrats?: The Renewal of Politics in the Muslim World, London: 
I.B. Tauris, pp. 130-156. 

Okruhlik, Gwenn. 1999. "Rentier Wealth, Unruly Law, and the Rise of Opposition: The Political 
Economy of Oil States." Comparative Politics 31 (3): 295-315 
http://www.jstor.org/view/00104159/ap020125/02a00030/0?frame=noframe&userID=807a4f32@nyu.e
du/01cce44037292110be8d35449&dpi=3&config=jstor
 
Mitchell, Timothy. 2002. "McJihad: Islam in the U.S. Global Order." Social Text 20 (4, [73]): 1-18. 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/social_text/v020/20.4mitchell.pdf
 
Ross, Michael. 1999. “The Political Economy of Resource Curse,” World Politics, Vol. 51, No. 2, pp. 
297-322. http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/world_politics/v051/51.2er_karl.html
 
 
Recommended 
 
Beblawi, Hazem. 1987. “The Rentier State in the Arab World,” in Hazem Beblawi and Giacomo 
Luciani, eds., The Rentier State, New York: Croom Helm. 
 
Luciani, Giacomo. 1987. “Allocation vs. Production States: A Theoretical Framework,” in Beblawi and 
Luciani, eds., The Rentier State 
 
Week Twelve 
Iraq and The Future of The Middle East 
 
Tuesday, November 21 

 
Required 
 
Tripp, Charles. 2000. A History of Iraq. London: Cambridge University Press, pp. 193-285. 
 
Dodge, Toby. 2003. Inventing Iraq: the failure of nation-building and a history denied. New York: 
Columbia University Press, pp. 131-171. 
 
Eickelman, Dale F. 2005. “New Media in the Arab Middle East and the Emergence of Open 
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Societies” in Robert W. Hefner (ed.) Remaking Muslim Politics: Pluralism, Contestation, 
Democratization, Princeton: Princeton University Press, p. 37-60. 
 
Recommended 
 
Davis, Eric. 2005. Memories of State: Politics, History, and Collective Identity in Modern Iraq. Los 
Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 227-285. 
 
Hendrickson, D. C., and R. W. Tucker. 2005. "Revisions in Need of Revising: What Went Wrong in the 
Iraq War." Survival 47 (2): 7,+. 
http://www.metapress.com/media/nntr48g0qn7kwh4cdad3/contributions/g/7/4/9/g7492t1568l762p1.pdf
 
 
Week Thirteen 
Student Presentations 
 Tuesday, November 28 

 
Week Fourteen 
Student Presentations 
Tuesday, December 5 
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