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“An even more serious difficulty with arguments for NR (or anything else) based on the behavior of NPIs lies 

in the inherent intractability of the polarity phenomenon and the consequent syntactic danger of drawing any 

syntactic conclusion from the patterning of such items.”   
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“The phenomenon of polarity sensitivity is not, in general, very well understood.” 
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“While the fundamental question—what is the nature of polarity items and of the principles that determine 

their distribution? – has yet to receive a fully satisfactory answer, the efforts toward a solution have been 

fruitful in informing our understanding of the interrelationship of configurational syntax, formal semantics, 

pragmatics and the lexicon.” 
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“For some thirty years negative polarity items (NPIs) have provided crucial evidence for linguistic theory.  

But the various accounts of NPIs have not yet attained explanatory adequacy.”  
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"I think it is fair to say that in none of these cases are fully satisfying explanatory answers available." 
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"The Fregean view of negation as a sentence operator contributes little to our understanding of the form of 

negation in natural languages." 
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“If negation is based upon an opposition of elements within a certain domain, we can recognize what is 

logically the same negative opposition in different semantic and pragmatic domains. 

 

A good example of this is the boolean semantics of Keenan and Faltz (1985), which argues that the 

denotational domains for linguistic expressions of a wide variety of categories show a common algebraic 

structure within which boolean meet, join, and complementary negation operations can be defined.  

Contradictorily opposed linguistic expressions can be found in every category whose interpretations are 

complementary within their semantic type. This gives a well-defined sense in which the determiner 

phrases no dogs and some dogs are negations of each other and similarly for every cat and not every cat 

when interpreted as generalized quantifiers. Similarly, the pairs few/many and sometimes/never are 

negations of each other in terms of the denotation algebras appropriate for these categories. Given the 

homomorphic nature of many denotation functions, the boolean relations are preserved in semantic 

composition in such a way that sentences containing these phrases are correctly predicted to have 

contradictory truth-conditions without formal decompositions which would assimilate each to analysis in 

terms of propositional negation. There is no formal necessity of giving propositional negation primacy in 

linguistic analysis.” 
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“Ladusaw (1979) offers a whole battery of arguments that show beyond doubt that PS any is an indefinite 

with an existential meaning.” 

      b. Jackson (1995: 182) 

“One assumption I am making about any that will be important below is that any is an existential quantifier, 

rather than a universal quantifier.” 

����������5���	���(/003+-��//*��

“In sentence (14), the italicized items are negative polarity items (NPIs), which must be licensed by the 

occurrence of an appropriate expression of negation. 

     (14) Maria didn't say anything to anybody 

In (14), the negation indicated in the finite auxiliary which is the head of the clause is the license for these 

NPIs. Since Klima 1964, these NPIs have been termed as 'indefinites', and it is best to interpret this term in 

the sense of Heim 1982. An indefinite is an argument expression which has descriptive content but no 

inherent quantificational or referential force. Its composition with other expressions results in parameterized 

meanings. Parameters associated with indefinites are grounded, typically by existential closure, at 

predictable points in the interpretation. Under Heim's original proposal, these parameters must be grounded 

whenever they fall in the restriction or nuclear scope of an operator with quantificational force, a category 

into which the expression of negation should fall. The expression that triggers the anchoring or binding of an 

indefinite I will call the roof  of the indefinite.’’ 

���������<���������������9�
��(/001-�03*�

“NPIs are Heimian indefinites, hence predicate-and-variable contributing elements with no quantificational 

force of their own.  This assumption contrasts with the more traditional one according to which NPIs are 

existential quantifiers.” 

�������
��.�	$
�"�
��(/001-�42*�

"The best known negative polarity indefinite is of course the English any series."      

�������%��.�����$�(/00�-�/�0*��

“In view of these observations, I will adopt Jackson’s characterization of NPIs as uniformly denoting 

(restricted) existential quantifiers.” 

�����!���.����(����-�/��*�
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“While it is now generally accepted that NPI any is an existential or indefinite (contra Reichenbach 1947, Quine 

1960, and others; see below), ….” 

��������.����(����-�/��*��

“I have argued elsewhere in joint work with Young-Suk Lee ….that both anys are end-of-scale indefinites (= 

‘a ___, even the Xest’), where indefiniteness is treated non-quantificationally as in Heim (1982).  NPI any is 

a minimal element on a quantity scale,… 

������������
������(���/-�4�*�

“Here is the basic idea. NPIs are parasitic upon indefinites. They differ from the meaning of basic indefinites 

(say, the meaning of some) in that they invite us to consider possible domain expansions. Not necessarily a 

specific one: any reasonable domain expansion will do. Let me elaborate on this idea as to make it clearer. 

The meaning of NPIs comes, as it were, in two parts. First, as on the version of K&L’s idea discussed in the 

previous section, they introduce in the domain variable associated with indefinites a variable ranging over 

increasing functions: 

(112) any’ = l Pl Q someg(D)’(P)(Q) (where,  for any D, g(D) Ê D )” 
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"Richard Kayne (personal communication) suggests that (62b) becomes better if negative inversion applies 

in the embedded clause. 

(i) ?1 don't think that any linguists would I invite to the party. 

However, this judgment seems rather hard to replicate; note that for most speakers negative inversion with 

past tense remains unacceptable (but see Postal 2000). 

(ii) *I don't think that any linguists did I invite to the party. 

To the extent that cases like (i) are acceptable, the fact that a nonnegative constituent like any linguists, 

being licensed by negation in the matrix clause, may trigger negative inversion raises interesting questions 

orthogonal to our concerns in this article." 
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"As it happens, there are ample grounds to doubt both the feasibility and the desirability of a grammatical 

treatment of the NRP [negative raising phenomenon: PMP]." 
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"There is, to begin with, a phenomenon which John Lawler has called 'secondary triggering': a liberal NPI 

triggered by a nonraised, nontautoclausal negative element, can in turn pass on the triggering effect to a 

strict NPI in its clause. Cf.: 

   (43)a. * A bomb              will explode until midnight 
                 Any bombs 
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                 Some bombs    
          b. *I don't claim that a bomb (some bombs, that bomb) will explode until midnight. 

          c.  I don't claim that any bombs will explode until midnight.�

���������+��.����(���/-�/�/*�

"We have an instance of what John Lawler, Paul Neubauer and I (in unpublished investigations) during the 

1971 California Summer Program in Linguistics at Santa Cruz) have dubbed SECONDARY TRIGGERING.  In 

this phenomenon, an NPI with relatively restricted distribution (in weeks, until) which is normally blocked 

after inherent negation is rescued from infelicity by the proximity of a more liberal NPI.  Classic examples 

include the following, again from Lawler (p.c.): 

   (11)a. ??I doubt he's been here in weeks. 

          b. I doubt anybody's seen him. 

          c. I'm surprised anybody's seen him in weeks." 
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"Finally, in a curious phenomenon, de N can appear in polarized contexts in the presence of jamais:  

GLOSS 

   (335) � a m'étonnerait que Julien porte jamais de chemise (cf. 323) 

             "It would surprise me if Julien ever wore any shirt" 

   (323) *� a m'étonnerait que Julien porte de chemise 

   (336) Il est trop pauvre pour s'acheter jamais de chemise (cf 324) 

             "He is too poor to ever buy himself any shirt" 

   (324) *Il est trop pauvre pour s'acheter de chemise 

One notes that jamais is the only element which brings about the acceptability of de N in polarized contexts: 

   (338) *� a m'étonnerait qu'aucun homme porte de chemise 

                "It would surprise me if any many wore any shirt"    

(339) *Il est trop fier pour qu'aucun de nous lui achète de chemise." 
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     "Rule (5.71) is subject to CSC. 

  (X1) *I didn't eat the ice cream and any cake. 
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  (X2) *It was chocolate cake that he ate/didn't eat the ice cream and."�
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"In the same way, the Coordinate Structure Constraint eliminates (90) in comparison to (89): 

 (89) Mrs. Crabtree refuses to let her daughter elope with any friends. 

 (90) *Mrs Crabtree refuses to let her daughter and any friends elope."�
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"Any seems to obey the Coordinate Structure and Adjunct Constraint. 

(  ) *I am not asking you to prepare this and bring anything." 
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"In (18) (= X): PMP), the NPI anything occurs with a coordination, and movement of this NPI to the higher 

clause would violate the Coordinate Structure Constraint (Ross, 1967).  However, the following examples, 

involving  a coordination with a NPI in one disjunct are just fine: 

  (19) I didn't think his remarks were very important or indicative of anything other than the occasion on 

which they were made. 

  (20) I don't think he'll agree to your proposal now or at any point in the future. 

These examples show that whatever factor explains the ill-fomedness of (18), it cannot be the Coordinate 

Structure Constraint." 
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"For instance, it seems NPIs are not licenced inside conjunctions, unless something that licences them 
appears in the same conjunct. So even though (1) is OK, (2) is bad. 
(1) I doubt that he ate any beans. 
(2) *I doubt that he ate some potatoes and any beans." 
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