
  1  
 

Curriculum vitae: Jonathan James Graham Alexander 
 
Degrees: 
B.A. (Lit. Hum., Oxon, 1960). M.A. (Oxon., 1963). D.Phil. (Oxon., 1964) 
 
Appointments: 
Assistant, Department of Western Manuscripts, Bodleian Library, Oxford (1963-1971) 
Lecturer, History of Art Department, University of Manchester (1971-73) 
Reader, History of Art Department, University of Manchester (1973-87) 
Professor of Fine Arts, Institute of Fine Arts, New York University (1988-2002) 
Sherman Fairchild Professor of Fine Arts, Institute of Fine Arts, (2002- ) 
 
Other Positions Held, etc.: 
Hon. Keeper of Manuscripts, Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge 
 (1974- ) 
Member Board of Studies in Palaeography, London University  
 (1975-87) 
British Academy Visiting Fellow, Pierpont Morgan Library, New York (1977-78) 
Special Lecturer in Paleography, King's College, London (1978) 
Fellow Society of Antiquaries of London (1981) 
J.P.R. Lyell Reader in Bibliography, Oxford University (1982-83) 
Samuel H. Kress Senior Visiting Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, National 
Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. (1984-85) 
Sandars Reader in Bibliography, Cambridge University (1984-85) 
Fellow, The British Academy (1985) 
Member of the Roxburghe Club (1988) 
Prix Minda de Gunzburg (for exhibition catalogue Age of Chivalry. Art in Plantagenet England 
1200-1400, Royal Academy of Arts,  London, 1987) 
Art Bulletin, Editorial Board Advisory Committee (1988-94) 
International Center of Medieval Art, Advisory Committee (1989) 
Member, Comité international de paléographie latine (1989-) 
Millard Meiss Publication Fund Committee, College Art  
 Association (1990-91) 
Member, British Academy, Corpus Vitrearum Medii Aevi  
 Commitee (1990-) 
Caroll Lecturer, Oxford University (1993) 
Fellow, The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation (1995-6) 
Honorary Fellow, The Pierpont Morgan Library, New York (1995) 
Rio Tinto B La Trobe University Distinguished Visiting Fellowship. Melbourne, Australia 
(1997) 
Visiting Fellow, All Souls College, Oxford, England (1998) 
Fellow of the Medieval Academy (1999) 
J. Clawson Mills Art History Fellowship, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (Fall, 2002) 
Samuel H. Kress Professor, National Gallery of Art, Washington DC (2004-5). 



  2  
 

J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. Guest Scholar (2 months Spring 2006). 
 
  
Bibliography 
 
A.  Books: 
With O. Pächt, Illuminated Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library,  Oxford, 1, German, Dutch, 
Flemish, French and Spanish Schools. 2, Italian School. 3. British, Irish, and Icelandic Schools, 3 
vols. Oxford, 1966, 1970, 1973. 
 
With A.C. de la Mare, The Italian Manuscripts in the Library of Major J.R. Abbey, London, 
1969. 
 
Norman Illumination at Mont St. Michel c. 966-1100, Oxford, 1970. 
 
The Master of Mary of Burgundy.  A Book of Hours, New York, London, etc. 1970. 
 
Anglo-Saxon Illumination in Oxford Libraries (Bodleian Library Picture Books, Special Series, 
no. 1), Oxford, 1970. 
 
With C.M. Kauffmann, English Illuminated Manuscripts 700-1500, exhibition catalogue, 
Brussels, Bibliothèque Royale, 1973. 
 
With B.P. Crossley and others, Medieval and Early Renaissance Treasures in the North-West, 
exhibition catalogue, Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester, 1976. 
 
Italian Renaissance Illuminations, New York, 1977; London, 1978. 
 
The Decorated Letter, New York, London, 1978. 
 
Insular Manuscripts 6th-9th century (Survey of Manuscripts Illuminated in the British Isles, 1), 
London, 1978.  (I am also editor of this series of six volumes of which five others have been 
published.) 
 
Wallace Collection. Catalogue of Illuminated Manuscript cuttings, London, 1980. 
 
With E. Temple, Illuminated Manuscripts in Oxford College Libraries, the University Archives 
and the Taylor Institution, Oxford, 1986. 
 
Editor (with P. Binski) and contributor, Age of Chivalry.  Art in Plantagenet England 1200-1400, 
exhibition catalogue, Royal Academy of Art, London, 1987. 
 
Medieval Illuminators and their Methods of Work, London, New Haven, 1992. [Italian 
translation: I Miniatori Medievali e il loro metodo di lavoro, prefazione di G. Mariani Canova, 



  3  
 

traduzione di L. Mariani, Franco, published by Cosimo Panini, Modena, 2003]  
 
The Painted Page. Italian Renaissance Book Illumination 1450-1550, edited Jonathan J.G. 
Alexander, with contributions by J.J.G. Alexander, L. Armstrong, G. Mariani Canova, F. 
Toniolo, R.S. Wieck, W. Voelkle, London, New York, 1994. 
 
The Towneley Lectionary illuminated for Cardinal Alessandro Farnese by Giulio Clovio, 
described by Jonathan J.G. Alexander, with contributions by N. Barker, and C. Wainwright, 
Roxburghe Club, 1997. 
 
Studies in Italian Manuscript Illumination, London, 2002 [reprinted articles] 
 
Il Lezionario Farnese : Towneley lectionary : manoscritto 91, New York, The New York Public 
Library, Astor, Lenox e Tilden Foundations : commentario, 2009 
 
 
B.  Articles: 
 
With W. Cahn, "An Eleventh-Century Gospel Book from Le Cateau", Scriptorium, 20 (1966), 
248-64. 
 
"A Little-known Gospel Book of the Later Eleventh Century from Exeter", Burlington 
Magazine, 108 (1966), 6-16. 
 
"A Romanesque Copy from Mont Saint-Michel of an Initial in the Corbie Psalter", Millénaire 
monastique du Mont Saint-Michel, II, ed. R. Foreville, Paris, 1967, 241-4. 
 
"A Virgil Illuminated by Marco Zoppo", Burlington Magazine, 111 (1969), 541-5. 
 
"The Provenance of the Brooke Antiphonal", Antiquaries Journal, 49 (1969), 385-7. 
 
"Notes on some Veneto-Paduan Illuminated Books of the Renaissance", Arte Veneta, 23 (1969), 
9-20. 
 
"A Manuscript of Petrarch's Rime and Trionfi", Victoria and Albert Museum Yearbook, 2 
(1970), 27-40. 
 
"A Lost Leaf from a Bodleian Book of Hours", Bodleian Library Record, 8 (1971), 248-51. 
 
"William Abell 'lymnour' and English Fifteenth-Century Illumination", Kunsthistorische Fors-
chungen Otto Pächt zu ehren, eds. A. Rosenauer, G. Weber, Vienna, 1972, 166-70. 
 
"English Early Fourteenth-Century Illumination", Bodleian Library Record, 9 (1974), 72-80. 
 



  4  
 

"The Middle Ages", in The Genius of British Painting, ed. D. Piper, London, 1975, 13-61. 
 
"The Benedictional of St. Ethelwold and Anglo-Saxon Illumination of the Reform Period", 
Tenth-Century Studies, ed. D. Parsons, Leicester, 1975, 169-83. 
 
"Some Aesthetic Principles in the Use of Colour in Anglo-Saxon Art", Anglo-Saxon England, 4 
(1975), 145-54. 
 
"The Illustrated Manuscripts of the `Notitia Dignitatum'", Aspects of the Notitia Dignitatum, eds. 
R. Goodburn, P. Bartholomew (British Archaeological Reports Supplementary Series, 15), 
Oxford, 1976, 11-25. 
 
F. Wormald, An Early Breton Gospel Book, edited with "A Note on the Breton Gospel Books", 
by J.J.G. Alexander, Roxburghe Club, 1977. 
 
"Scribes as Artists", Medieval Scribes, Manuscripts and  Libraries. Essays presented to N.R. 
Ker, eds. M.B. Parkes,  A.G. Watson, London, 1978, 87-116. [Reprinted in translation: 'Scribi e 
artisti: l'iniziale arabesque nei manoscritti inglesi del XII secolo', Uomini, Libri e Immagini. Per 
una storia del libro illustrato dal tardo Antico al Medioevo, a cura di Lucinia Speciale, Naples, 
2000, 171-202]. 
 
"A Book of Hours made for King Wenceslas IV of Bohemia",Studies in Late Medieval and 
Renaissance Painting in Honor of Millard Meiss, eds. I. Lavin, J. Plummer, New York, 1978, 28-
31. 
 
"The Illustrations of the Anonymous, `De Rebus Bellicis'", De Rebus Bellicis, eds. M.W.C. 
Hassall, R.I. Ireland (British Archaeological Reports, International Series 63), Oxford, 1979, 11-
15. 
 
"Fragments of an Illuminated Missal for Pope Innocent VIII", Pantheon, 38 (1980), 377-82. 
 
"An English Illuminator's Work in Some Fourteenth-Century Law Books from Durham", 
Medieval Art and Architecture at Durham Cathedral (British Archaeological Association 
Conference Transactions for the year 1977), eds. N. Coldstream, P. Draper, 1980, 149-53. 
 
"Painting and Manuscript Illumination for Royal Patrons in the Later Middle Ages", English 
Court Culture in the later Middle Ages, eds. V.J. Scattergood, J.W. Sherborne, London, 1983, 
141-62. 
 
"A Propos des `Fastes du Gothique'", Revue de l'Art, 57 (1983), 91-4. 
 
"The Limbourg Brothers and Italian Art: A New Source", Zeitschrift für Kunstgeschichte, 46 
(1983), 425-35. 
 



  5  
 

F. Wormald, The collected Writings. 1. Studies in Medieval Art from the Sixth to the Twelfth 
Centuries, eds. J.J.G. Alexander, T.J. Brown, J. Gibbs, London, 1984. Forward by J.J.G. 
Alexander. 
 
"Italian Illuminated Manuscripts in British Collections", La Miniatura Italiana tra Gotico e 
Rinascimento (Atti del II Congresso di Storia della Miniatura, Cortona, September, 1982), 
Florence, 1985, 99-126. 
 
"A Manuscript of the Gospels from Sta. Maria in Trastevere, Rome", Studien zur 
mittelalterlichen Kunst.  Festschrift für Florentine Mütherich zum 70 Geburtstag, 1985, 193-206. 
 
"La résistance à la domination culturelle carolingienne dans l'art Breton du IXe siècle: le 
témoignage de l'enluminure  des manuscrits", Landévennec. XVe Centenaire de la Fondation  
de l'Abbaye (Colloque 25-27 avril 1985), Landevennec, 1985, 269-80. 
 
"The Illumination of the Gospels", The York Gospels, ed. N. Barker, Roxburghe Club, 1987. 
 
O. Pächt, Book illumination in the Middle Ages, London, 1986. Preface by J.J.G. Alexander. 
 
"Sigmund or the King of the Garamantes?", Romanesque and Gothic.  Essays for George 
Zarnecki, ed. N. Stratford, Woodbridge, 1987, 1-6. 
 
"A Twelfth-Century Augustine on Psalms, perhaps from the Area of Soissons, containing an 
unpublished library catalogue", Florilegium in honorem Carl Nordenfalk Octogenarii Contex-
tum, Nationalmuseum, Stockholm, 1987, 13-22. 
 
J. Blezzard, S. Ryle, J.J.G. Alexander, "New perspectives on the Feast of the Crown of Thorns", 
Journal of the Plainsong and Mediaeval Music Society, 10 (1987), 23-47. 
 
"The making of the 'Age of Chivalry'", History Today, 37 (Nov. 1987), 3-11. 
 
"Constraints on Pictorial Invention in Renaissance Illumination.  The Role of Copying North and 
South of the Alps in the Fifteenth and Early Sixteenth Centuries", Miniatura, 1 (1988), 123-135. 
 
"Initials in Renaissance illuminated manuscripts: the problem of the so-called 'litera 
Mantiniana'", Renaissance- und Humanistenhandschriften (Schriften des Historischen Kollegs 
Kolloquien 13), ed. J. Autenrieth, Munich, 1988, pp. 145-55. 
 
"Facsimiles, Copies, and Variations: the Relationship to the Model in Medieval and Renaissance 
European Illuminated Manuscripts", Retaining the Original. Multiple Originals, Copies and 
Reproductions (Studies in the History of Art, volume 20), ed. K. Preciado, National Gallery of 
Art, Washington, 1989, pp. 61-72. 
 
"The illumination" in the Commentary volume to The Book of Kells (full facsimile), Fine Art 



  6  
 

Facsimile Publishers of Switzerland, Luzern, 1989, pp. 265-89. 
 
"Katherine Bray's Flemish Book of Hours", The Riccardian, VIII. no. 107 (Dec. 1989), 308-17.  
 
"Thomas Julian Brown 1923 - 1987", Proceedings of the British Academy, 75 (1989), 341-359. 
 
Review article "Mapping the Medieval World", Journal of Historical Geography, 16.2 (1990), 
230-3. 
  
"Preliminary Marginal Drawings in Medieval Manuscripts", Artistes, artisans et production 
artistique au Moyen Age, ed. X. Barral i Altet, vol. 3, Paris, 1990, pp. 307-320. 
 
"Labeur and Paresse; ideological representations of medieval peasant labour", Art Bulletin, 72 
(1990), 436-52. 
 
"Illuminations by Matteo da Milano in the Fitzwilliam Museum", Burlington Magazine, 133 
(1991), 686-90. 
 
"The Livy (MS. 1) illuminated for Gian Giacomo Trivulzio by the Milanese artist 'B.F.' ", 
Beinecke Studies in Early Manuscripts, The Yale University Library Gazette, 66 Supplement 
(1991), 219-34. 
 
"A fifteenth-century Italian drawing inserted in a Valturius  manuscript", Vision of a Collector. 
The Lessing J. Rosenwald Collection in the Library of Congress, Library of Congress, 
Washington D.C., 1991, 8-12, pl.3. 
 
"Matteo da Milano, illuminator", Pantheon, 50 (1992), 32-45. 
 
Biblioteca Vaticana. Liturgie und Andacht im Mittelalter, Erzbishofliches Diözesanmuseum 
Köln, 1992-3, Cologne, 1992, catalogue entries nos. 5, 17, 43-7, 64-7, 80-1, 83-6. 
 
"Otto Pächt, 1902-1988", Proceedings of the British Academy (1991 Lectures and Memoirs), 80 
(1993), 453-472. 
 
"Carl Nordenfalk (1907-1992)", Burlington Magazine, 135 (1993), 38-9. 
 
"Ideological representation of military combat in Anglo-Norman art", Anglo-Norman Studies, 15 
(1993), 1-24. 
 
"Iconography and Ideology: Uncovering Social Meanings in Western Medieval Christian Art", 
Studies in Iconography, 15 (1993), 1-44. 
 
"A metalwork Triptych of the Passion of Christ in the Metropolitan Museum, New York", 
Wiener Jahrbuch für Kunstgeschichte, 46/7 (1993/4), 27-36. 



  7  
 

 
"Time Machines", The Royal Academy Magazine, 44 (Autumn 1994), 68-71. 
 
"The pulpit with the Four Doctors at St James's, Castle Acre, Norfolk", England in the Fifteenth 
Century (Proceedings of the 1992 Harlaxton Symposium), Harlaxton Medieval Studies, IV, ed. 
N. Rogers, Stamford, 1994, 198-206. 
  
"Dancing in the Streets", Journal of the Walters Art Gallery, 54 (1996), 147-62. 
 
"Art History, Literary History, and the Study of Medieval Illuminated Manuscripts", Studies in 
Iconography, 18 (1997), 51-66.  
 
'"Jerusalem the Golden": Image and Myth in the Middle Ages in Western Europe", The Real and 
Ideal Jerusalem in Jewish, Christian and Islamic Art, Jewish Art, 23/4 (1997-8), 255-64. 
 
"The portrait of Richard II in Westminster Abbey", The Regal Image of Richard II and the 
Wilton Diptych, eds. D. Gordon, L. Monnas, C. Elam, London, 1998, 197-206.  
 
"Illumination for Cardinal Antoniotto Pallavicini (1442-1507)", Illuminating the Book. Makers 
and Interpreters. Essays in Honour of Janet Backhouse, eds. M.P. Brown, S. McKendrick, 
London, 1998, 191-208. 
 
"Medieval Art and Modern Nationalism", Medieval Art: recent perspectives. A memorial tribute 
to C.R. Dodwell, eds. G.R. Owen Crocker, T. Graham, 1998, 206-23. 
 
"Thomas Sherrer Ross Boase 1898-1974", Proceedings of the British Academy, 101 (1998), 353-
62. 
 
"The Last Things: Representing the Unrepresentable', The Apocalypse and the Shape of Things 
to Come, edited by Frances Carey, British Museum, 1999, 43-63 (with some catalogue entries). 
 
"'The Butcher, the Baker, the Candlestickmaker': Images of Urban Labor, Manufacture and 
Shopkeeping from the Middle Ages", Material Culture and Cultural Materialisms, ed. Curtis 
Perry, Turnhout. Belgium, 2001, 89-110. 
 
"Chastity, Love and Marriage in the Margins of the Wharncliffe Hours", in Reading Texts and 
Images. Essays on Medieval and Renaissance Art and Patronage in honour of Margaret M. 
Manion, ed. Bernard Muir, Exeter University Press, 2002, 200-20. 
 
with Leslie C. Jones, "The Annunciation to the Shepherdess", Studies in Iconography, 24 (2003), 
165-198. 
 
"Giovan Pietro da Birago, illuminator of Milan: some initials cut from choir books", in 
Excavating the Medieval Image. Manuscripts. Artists, Audiences. Essay in  Honor of Sandra 



  8  
 

Hindman, eds. D.S. Areford, N.A. Rowe,Ashgate, 2004, pp. 225-46. 
 
The Cambridge Illuminations. Ten centuries of Book Production in the Medieval West, ed. P. 
Binski, S. Panayatova, 2004. Essay "The Humanistic Manuscript", pp. 327-333.  
 
The Splendor of the Word. Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts at the New York Public 
Library, 2005. co-curator with J.H. Marrow, L.F. Sandler. Fourteen catalogue entries. 
 
“A Shepherdess on a Swing in a Netherlandish Book of Hours”, Tributes in Honor of James H. 
Marrow. Studies in Painting and Manuscript Illumination of the Late Middle Ages and Northern 
Renaissance, eds. J.F. Hamburger, A. S. Korteweg, London, Harvey Miller/Brepols,2006, pp.35-
43.  
 
“One Hundred Years of the Study of Netherlandish Manuscripts”, in Flemish Manuscript 
Painting in Context. Recent Research, eds. E. Morrison, T. Kren, J. Paul Getty Museum, Los 
Angeles, 2006, 177-81. 
 
“Albinia Catherine de la Mare 1932-2001”, Proceedings of the British Academy, Biographical 
Memoirs of the Fellows, V ,138 (2006), 51-68. 
 
“Otto Pächt and the History of Art in England 1938-1963”, in  Otto Pächt , “am Anfag war das 
Auge” (Symposium anlässlich seines 100. Geburtstag, Vienna 2002), eds. M. Pächt, A. 
Rosenauer, Munich, 2006 
 
Festschrift: 
“Tributes to Jonathan J. G. Alexander. The Making and Meaning of Illuminated Medieval and 
Renaissance Manuscripts, Art and Architecture”, edited by Susan L’Engle and Gerald Guest, 
2006. 
 
“A Newly Discovered Manuscript illuminated by Giulio Clovio (ca 1498-1578), in Quand la 
peinture était dans les livres. Mélanges en l’honeur de François Avril, eds. M. Hofmann, C. Zöhl, 
Brepols, Bibliothèque nationale de France, 2007, 25-33. 
 
“The Study of Medieval Art 1, 1900—50” by C.M. Kauffman; “The Study of Medieval Art 2, 
1950-1999” by J.J.G. Alexander, in A Century of British Medieval Studies, edited by Alan 
Deyermond, British Academy, Oxford University Press, 2007, 654-75 
 
'"Mansueta Asinella". An Unusual Image of a Book Presentation to Marguerite of France, 
Duchesse de Savoie (1523-74)', in Tributes to Lucy Freeman Sandler, eds. K. A. Smith 
 C. H. Krinsky, Turnhout, 2007, 386-95. 
 
“Facing the Middle Ages: Concluding Remarks”, Gesta, 46/2 (2007), 193-7. 
 
“A Book of Hours from Ferrara now in the Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery, England”, 



  9  
 

Rivista di Storia della Miniatura, 12 (2008),17-22. 
 
“Two English Fifteenth-Century Manuscripts in the Biblioteca Estense with illuminations 
attributable to the “Caesar Master’”, in Tributes to Kathleen L . Scott. English Medieval 
Manuscripts: Readers, Makers ad Illuminators, ed. M.Villalobos Hennessy, Harvey Miller 
Publishers, 2009, 11-19.  
 
‘Drawing in the Middle Ages (review article)’, Burlington Magazine, 151 (2009), 641-3. 
 
‘On catalogues and cataloguing’, in La catalogazione dei manoscritti miniati come strumento di 
conoscenza. Esperienze, metologia, prosepettive (Atti del Convegno internazionale di studi. 
Viterbo, 4-5 marzo 2009), a cura di Silvia Maddalo, Michela Torquati, Rome, 2010, 261-3.  
 
 



  10  
 

 
In press or forthcoming 
 
‘An English Twelfth-Century Manuscript of Hugh of St Victor and examples of Italian Fifteenth-
century Illumination in the Lilly Library, Bloomington, Indiana’, Studies for Nigel Morgan 
 
‘Homeless and Marginalized: a Leaf from the Ghistelles Hours’, Studies for Paul Crossley.  
 
‘Perugia city gates’, Studies for Christopher de Hamel. 
 
 ‘Francesco da Castello in Hungary and Italy’, I Tatti Studies. 
 
‘A copy of Orosius, Historiae adversus paganos, printed by Hermann Lichtenstein in Vicenza c. 
1475 with illumination attributable to Giovanni Vendramin’, Studies of Richard and Mary 
Rouse. 
 
 ‘Women and the Italian Renaissance Manuscript’, Studies for Pamela Sheingorn 
 
 
 
 
J.J.G.A.  CV 
16 November 2010 


