
Christopher A. Schmitt - Curriculum Vitae 
 
 
Current Information:  25 Waverly Place, New York, NY 10003 
       Email: cas486@nyu.edu 
 
Education  
 
Ph.D. Candidate in Physical Anthropology New York University   Present  
 
M.A. in Physical Anthropology New York University                         May 2006 

 
• Thesis: Juvenile Development in Primates: Behavioral and Life History Perspectives 
• Readers: Dr. Anthony Di Fiore, Dr. Clifford Jolly 

 
B.S. in Zoology  University of Wisconsin-Madison       2003 
B.S. in English Literature University of Wisconsin-Madison       2003 
 
International Baccalaureate Full Diploma     Rufus King IB H.S. Milwaukee, WI  1999 
 
Areas of Interest 
Juvenile and infant behavioral development; socioecology; life history; sexual selection 
and mating behavior; affiliative behavior; cultural traditions in primates; social learning; 
New World monkeys; population genetics; field research in Latin America; GIS. 
 
Academic Awards and Grants 
NYCEP IGERT summer reasearch fellowship (2005-2006) 
Henry M. MacCracken Fellowship (2004-2010) 
NYU Department of Anthropology Summer Fellowship (2005-2010) 
NYU Dean’s Supplementary Fellowship Grant (2004) 
PKP Zillman Scholarship – academic scholarship for foreign research (2003) 
Phi Beta Kappa 
Phi Kappa Phi 
Beta Beta Beta – national biology honor society 
Dean’s List, University of Wisconsin-Madison – 1999-2000, 2001-2003 
Walter J. Olsen Scholarship (United Church of Christ) (1999-2003) 
Xerox Scholarship in the Humanities and Social Sciences (1999) 
Rotary Club Scholarship (1999) 
Earthwatch Institute Scholarship - to study black and gold howler monkeys (Alouatta 
caraya) at el Centro Argentino de Primates through the Earthwatch Institute. (1998) 
 
Research Experience 
 
NYCEP Morphology Internship – American Museum of Natural History        2006 – 2007 
 Supervisor: Dr. Will Harcourt-Smith 
 Project: 3D morphometric analysis of functional bony landmarks in atelid primate  
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shoulder complex, and their correlation with atelid locomotor patterns and life 
history. 

 
NYCEP GIS Internship – Bronx Zoo (CERC)        2006 – 2007 
 Supervisor: Dr. Colleen McCann, Gosia Bryja, Dr. Eduardo Fernandez-Duque 

Project: GIS analysis of temporal and seasonal trends in ranging behavior of both 
solitary and group living mirikina, or southern night monkeys (Aotus azarae) in 
Formosa, Argentina. 

 
NYCEP Behavior Internship – Yasuni National Park, Ecuador               2005 

Supervisor: Dr. Anthony Di Fiore 
Project: Field assistant on study of comparative socioecology of monogamy in titi 
monkeys (Callicebus discolor), saki monkeys (Pithecia aequatorialis), and owl 
monkeys (Aotus vociferans) in Yasuni National Park, Ecuador. 

 
NYCEP Genetics Internship – NYU Molecular Anthropology Lab      2004 – 2006 

Supervisor: Dr. Anthony Di Fiore 
Project: Examination of sex-biased dispersal in lowland woolly monkeys 
(Lagothrix poeppigii) using microsatellite markers (using PCR and fecal 
extraction of DNA); aid in extraction, amplification, and microsatellite analysis of 
spider monkey (Ateles spp.) population in Ecuador.   
 

Field Assistant – Lomas Barbudal Monkey Project        2003 – 2004 
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology-Cultural Phylogeny Group 
Reserva Biologica Lomas de Barbudal, Guanacaste, Costa Rica 
Dr. Susan Perry and Dr. Joseph Manson 
Project: Infant social learning and cultural transmission of foraging behavior and 
biological traditions in wild white-faced capuchins (Cebus capuchinus). 

 
Botany/Zoology Capstone (UW-Madison) – Tropical Field Biology      2002 – 2003 

Supervisors: Dr. Jeffrey Baylis (zoology) and Dr. Donald Waller (botany) 
Project: Tour of various field sites in Costa Rica to familiarize students with 
tropical field biology and field methodology. 
Individual Projects: comparison of primate ranging patterns in Alouatta palliata 
and Ateles geoffroyi, stomatal density comparisons between various mangrove 
and inland plant species, acacia ant response to standardized stimulus. 

 
Lab Assistant to Dr. Gary Kraemer, Ph.D.                    2002 – 2003 

Wisconsin National Primate Research Center 
Supervisor: Shelley Prudom 
Project: study of the effects of direct care-giving experience on the perceived 
novelty of infants by parents, parental instinct, and future parental success in the 
captive common marmoset (Callithrix jacchus). 

 
Research Assistant to Dr. Rebecca Walkowitz, Ph.D.       2001 – 2003 

University of Wisconsin English Department 
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Project: aided in research and acquiring articles for course packets and book: 
Cosmopolitan Style: English modernisms, international cultures, and the 
twentieth-century novel (2006, Harvard University Press). 

 
Earthwatch Volunteer, project of Dr. Govindasamy Agoramoorthy                1998 

Centro Argentino de Primates (CAPRIM), Corrientes, Argentina 
Supervisors: Dr. Ragna Lohmann, Dr. Julio C. Ruiz 
Project: field study of the effects of stress on estrus behavior in adult female black 
and gold howler monkeys (Alouatta caraya). 

 
Teaching Experience 
New York University Teaching Assistant, Department of Anthropology, spring 2007 
 Course: Human Evolution (Dr. Susan Anton) 
New York University Teaching Assistant, Department of Anthropology, fall 2006 
 Course: Human Evolution (Dr. Shara Bailey) 
New York University Teaching Assistant, Morse Academic Plan, spring 2006 
 Course: Morse Academic Plan - Human Origins (Dr. Todd Disotell) 
New York University Teaching Assistant, Department of Anthropology, fall 2005 
 Course: Human Evolution (Dr. Terry Harrison) 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, 2002 

Course: Introduction to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender studies (Dr. Joseph 
Elder) 

 
Publications 
Schmitt CA, Di Fiore A, Link A, Matthews LJ, Montague MJ, Derby AM, Field MY,  

Hurst D, Carrillo G, Sendall C, and Fernandez-Duque E. (2007) Comparative 
ranging behavior or eight species of primates in a western Amazonian rainforest. 
AAPA Poster, 2007. 

Matthews LJ and Schmitt CA. (2007)  Courtship behaviors of the genus Cebus: A test  
case for inferences from phylogeny. 

 AAPA Paper, 2007. 
Schmitt CA, DiFiore A, Hurst D, and Fernandez-Duque E. (October 2005). Maternally  

initiated babysitting in adult male equatorial sakis (Pithecia aequatorialis) in 
Yasuni National Park, Equador.   
Poster presented at “Monkeys Old & New” NYCEP conference. 

 
Presentations 
2007 Guest Lecture, NYU, New York, NY: “Primate Socioecology” in Human 

Evolution (Dr. Susan Anton). 
2006 Guest Lecture, NYU, New York, NY: “Primate Diet, Locomotion, and Behavior” 

in Human Evolution (Dr. Shara Bailey). 
2006 NYCEP Seminar, New York, NY: “Lowland Woolly Monkeys (Lagothrix 

lagotricha poeppigii) in Yasuni National Park, Ecuador: Preliminary Findings” 
2006 NYCEP Seminar, New York, NY: “Variation in Primate Juvenile Life Histories: 

Theories, Implications, and Limitations” 
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2006 Golda Meir Elementary School, Milwaukee, WI: “Careers in Science: Field 
Research in Primatology” 

2005 NYCEP Professionalization Seminar, New York, NY: “Behavioral Traditions in 
Wild White-Faced Capuchins (Cebus capucinus)” 

 
 
Languages 
Spanish Fluent; six college semesters of language practice; two Spanish 

language literature courses; applied language practice traveling 
through Mexico, Ecuador, Costa Rica, and Argentina. 

Italian   Proficient reading, writing. 
 
Community, Professional, and Volunteer Activities 
2007 Reviewer, Ethology 
2006 Mentor Training Seminar: Wisconsin Program for Scientific Teaching 
2006 Volunteer: Molecular Primatology Conference, NYU. 
2006    Team Leader: Primate Cadaver Processing Lab, NYU. 
2005 Co-Organizer: “Monkeys Old & New” NYCEP conference. 
2005 Proofreader: Genetics abstracts for “Monkeys Old & New” NYCEP conference. 
2004 Volunteer: Neanderthal Conference, NYU   
2002 Volunteer: Valley of the Kings wildlife rehabilitation center and sanctuary. 
2002    Annual dune thistle (Cirsium pitcheri) census at Whitefish Dunes State Park, 

Sturgeon Bay, WI. 
2000    Mitchell Park, Milwaukee: volunteered with summer program for bilingual 

children. 
 
Technical Skills 
General: SAS, Excel, Access, Word, Powerpoint, Keynote 
GIS: ArcView 3.x, ArcGIS, QGIS 
Genetics: PAUP* 4.x, MacClade, Mr.Bayes, Genetix, Kinship, Sequencher, Relatedness, 

Cervus, FSTAT 
Morphology: Morphologika2, CAIC 
 
Professional Association Memberships and Affiliations 
American Society of Primatologists 
International Primatological Society 
American Association of Physical Anthropologists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


