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EDUCATION 
2005     Master of Arts, New York University, New York, USA 
2003 Ð                  Ph. D. student in Physical Anthropology, New York University, New York, USA 
2000                    B..A. in Biology, Universidad de Los Andes, Bogot‡, Colombia 
1999     Industrial Engineering, Universidad de Los Andes, Bogot‡, Colombia 
 
 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 

• 2007. Idea Wild Grant for Camera Traps (US $665) 
• 2007. Rufford Small Conservation Grant (UK�Ê4994) 
• 2007. WCS Research Fellowship Program (US $18.045) 
• 2007. NSF Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant (US $ 14.728) 
• 2007. Conservation International conservation grant (US $4.000). 
• 2006. Primate Conservation Inc. conservation grant (US $3.400). 
• 2006. GSAS Margaret and Herman Sokol Travel/Research Award (US $4.000). 
• 2005. Idea Wild Grant for telemetry equipment (US $979). 
• 2005. NYCEP Summer-Research Grant (Yasuni National Park, Ecuador and Serrania de Las Quinchas, 
Colombia) (US$ 4.000) 
• 2004. NYCEP Summer-Research Grant (Kakamega Forest, Kenya) (US $4.000) 
• 2004. New York University  GSAS Travel Grant: International Primatology Society Congress, Turin, Italy. 
(US $300) 
• 2003. McCracken Fellowship, New York University 
• 2000. International Primatology Society grant for the pre-congress workshop: Taking Care of Primates, 
Beijing, China. (US$ 2.000) 
 
 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

A)  Research Assistant 
 
Nov 2000– Dec 2000. Field assistant, Undergraduate thesis (Juliana Monsalve, Universidad de Los Andes) 
Regeneration and successional processes in Andean montane forests at Cocora, Quindio, Colombia. 
 
Jan 2000 – Jun 2001. Field assistant, Ph. D. dissertation:  Frugivory and seed dispersal by woolly monkeys 
(Lagothrix lagotricha lugens) at Tinigua Natural Park, Colombia (Dr. Pablo Stevenson, State University of 
New York at Stony Brook). 
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Jan 1999 - Dec 1999   Curator of the mammalian collection at the Natural History Museum at Universidad 
de Los Andes, Colombia (with Dr. Eduardo Villarraga) 
 

B)  Research Projects 
 
Sept 2007 -   *   Population status and behavioral ecology of the critically endangered brown spider 
monkeys (Ateles hybridus) at five Inter-Andean lowland rainforests in Colombia. (with Gabriela de Luna & 
Alba Lucia Morales). 
 
Jun 2006–Jan 2007  Preliminary survey of the small mammal community at Serrania de Las Quinchas, 
Colombia (with Eduardo Molina). 
 
Jun 2006–May 2007  Diversity and ecology of orquid bees (Euglossini) at Serrania de Las Quinchas, 
Colombia. (with Santiago Ramirez and Margarita Lopez) 
 
May 2005-  *   Socio-ecological determinants of Fission and Fusion in white bellied spider monkeys 
(Ateles belzebuth) at Yasuni National Park, Ecuador. (with Dr. Di Fiore) 
 
Dec 2005 -     *         Effects of deforestation on the behavioral ecology of the critically endangered brown 
spider monkeys (Ateles hybridus) and the primate community at Serran’a de Las Quinchas, Colombia. (with 
Gabriela de Luna & Alba Lucia Morales). 
 
Sep 2005–May 2006  Molecular genetics internship at the Molecular Anthropology laboratory at New York 
University. 
 
Jun 2005–Ago 2005   Preliminary assessment of the status of wild populations of the critically endangered 
variegated spider monkey (Ateles hybridus) in a fragmented forest at Maceo, Antioquia in Colombia (With 
Alba Lucia Morales) 
 
Jun 2005–Ago 2005. Preliminary assessment on the genetic variability within and between social groups of 
the White-bellied spider monkeys (Ateles belzebuth) at Tiputini Biological Station, Yasuni National Park, 
Ecuador (With Dr. Anthony Di Fiore and Stephanie Spehar)  
 
Jan 2005–Jun 2005. GIS internship at the international conservation program at WCS, Bronx Zoo (Directed 
by Dr. Eric Sanderson and Dr. Colleen McCann) 
 
Jun 2004–Aug 2004. Cheeckpouch use in Blue monkeys (Cercopithecus mitis) at Kakamega Forest, Kenya 
(with Dr. Marina Cords and Lindsey Smith) 
 
Jun 2002–Aug  2003. Socioecology of woolly monkeys (Lagothrix lagotricha) and spider monkeys (Ateles 
belzebuth) at Yasuni National Park, Ecuador (with Dr. Anthony Di Fiore) 
 
Aug 2002–Aug 2003. Diet and seed dispersal in white-bellied spider monkeys (Ateles belzebuth) at Yasun’ 
National Park, Ecuador (with Dr. Anthony Di Fiore) 
 
Jan 2001–Jan 2002. Diet and feeding ecology of white-bellied spider monkeys (Ateles belzebuth) at Tinigua 
National Park, Colombia. 
 
Jul 2001-Dec 2001.  Preliminary inventories of amphibians and reptiles at Tinigua National Park, Colombia. 
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Jul 2001-Dec 2001. Frugivory, seed removal and predation in (Bursera inversa: Burseraceae) at Tinigua 
Park, Colombia: Implications for primate conservation (with  Dr. Pablo Stevenson and Beatriz Ramirez). 
 
Oct 2000–Nov 2000 Avian community characterization in rural and residential areas at Cerro Matoso S.A.,  
Montelibano, C—rdoba, Colombia.(with Javier Cajiao and Gustavo Londo–o) 
 
Jan 2000–Oct 2001. Frugivory at the community level at Tinigua Park, Colombia: bird and primate fruit 
removal from fleshy fruited tree canopy species (with  Dr. Pablo Stevenson) 
 
Jan 2000–Aug 2000. Undergraduate thesis, Universidad de Los Andes. Primate and bird seed dispersal 
syndromes at Tinigua Park, Colombia. 
 
* Major ongoing long-term research projects. 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Jan 2006–May 2006  Teaching assistant ÒHuman OriginsÓ (Dr. Todd Disotell), NYU. 
Jan 2005–May 2005  Teaching assistant ÒHuman OriginsÓ (Dr. Todd Disotell), NYU. 
Aug 2004–Dec 2004  Teaching assistant ÒBiology of Living PrimatesÓ (Dr. Clifford Jolly), NYU. 
Jun 1996–Dec 1998 Teaching assistant ÒGeneral BiologyÓ (Dr. Felipe Guhl), Universidad De Los Andes. 
 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
¥ Smith L., Link A., & Cords M. (In Review) Do blue monkeys (Cercopithecus mitis stuhlmanni) use cheek 
pouches to evade predation risk or to reduce feeding competition? Submitted to American Journal of Physical 
Anthropology. 
¥ Stevenson P.R., Castellanos M.C., Cortes A.I., & Link A. (In Review) Flowering Patterns in a Seasonal 
Tropical Lowland Forest in Western Amazonia. Submitted to Biotropica. 
• DiFiore A., Link, A. , &  Stevenson P. R. 2006. Scent marking in two western Amazonian populations of 
woolly monkeys (Lagothrix lagotricha). American Journal of Primatology 68(6):637-49. 
• Link, A., Palma, A.C., Velez, A., & de Luna, G. 2006.  Costs of breeding twins in free ranging white-
bellied spider monkeys (Ateles belzebuth belzebuth) at Tinigua National Park, Colombia. Primates 47: 131-
137.  
• Link, A., & Di Fiore, A. 2006. Seed dispersal by spider monkeys and its importance in the maintenance of 
neotropical rain-forest diversity. Journal of Tropical Ecology 22: 335-346 
• Stevenson, P.R., Link, A., & B., Ramirez. 2005. Frugivory and seed fate in Bursera inversa at Tinigua 
Park, Colombia: implications for primate conservation. Biotropica 37 (3) 431-438. 
•  Link, A.  2005. Seed dispersal by the White-bellied spider monkey (Ateles belzebuth belzebuth) in Yasuni 
National park, Ecuador. Master Thesis, New York University, New York, USA. 
• Link, A.  2004. Insect eating by spider monkeys. Neotropical Primates 11(2): 104 - 107.   
• Link, A., &  P. Stevenson. 2004. Fruit dispersal syndromes in animal disseminated plants at Tinigua 
National Park, Colombia. Revista Chilena de Historia Natural 77: 319 Ð 334. 
•  Link, A., & B. Ramirez. 2003. First description of the nest, eggs and nestlings of the White-shouldered 
Antbird (Myrmeciza melanoceps). Neotropical Ornithology 14: 423 Ð 429. 
•  Link, A. 2000. S’ndromes de dispersi—n de semillas por aves y primates en el parque nacional Tinigua: 
Observaciones ecol—gicas y consideraciones evolutivas. Undergraduate thesis. Universidad de Los Andes. 
Bogot‡, Colombia. 
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Book Chapters. 
 
¥ Di Fiore A., Link A., & Dew L. (in press) Diet of Spider Monkeys. In: Spider monkeys. Campbell C. (Ed).  
¥ Shimooka Y., Campbell C., Di Fiore A., Felton A., Izawa K., Link A., Nishimura A., Ramos-Fernandez G., 
& Wallace R. (in press) Demography and Group Composition in Ateles. In: Spider monkeys. Campbell C. 
(Ed).  
¥ Link A., Di Fiore A., & Spehar S. (in review) Female-Directed Aggression and Social Control in Spider 
Monkeys. En: Male Aggression Against  Females in Primates. Muller, M., & Wrangham R.H. (Eds). Harvard 
University Press. 
 
Oral and poster presentations  
 
¥ Morales A.L., & Link A. 2006. The brown spider monkey (Ateles hybridus) Conservation program 2006-
2010. XXI Congress of the International Primatological Society (IPS) at Entebbe, Uganda. 
¥ Link, A., DiFiore A. & Spehar, S. 2005. Predation risk affects group size in spider monkeys 
(Ateles belzebuth) at Yasuní National Park, Ecuador. VI Congress of the Asociación Primatológica 
Española en Madrid, España. 
• Spehar, S., Link, A., &  DiFiore A. 2005. Patterns of male and female range use in White-bellied spider 
monkeys (Ateles belzebuth) in Yasuni National Park, Ecuador. American Journal of Primatology 66 (S1): 
118. 
• Link, A., Spehar, S. & A. DiFiore. 2004. Sex differences in behavior of sympatric woolly monkeys and 
spider monkeys at Yasuni National Park, Ecuador. XX Congress of the International Primatological Society 
(IPS) at Turino, Italy 
• Link, A. & De Luna, G. 2004. The importance of Oenocarpus bataua in spider monkeyÕs diet at Tinigua 
National Park, Colombia. XX Congress of the International Primatological Society (IPS) at Turino, Italy. 
•  Link, A., & P. R. Stevenson. 2002. Existen los s’ndromes de dispersi—n de semillas por aves y primates en 
el Neotr—pico? aportes de un estudio en el Parque Nacional Natural Tinigua. VIII Latinoamerican Botanical 
Congress at Cartagena, Colombia. 
• Link, A. 2000. Costs and behavioral effects of breeding twins in free ranging spider monkeys. (Abstract) 
XIX Congress of the International Primatological Society (IPS) at Beijing, China. 
• Stevenson P., &  Link, A. 2000. A new methodology to measure fruit production in tropical forests. 
(Abstract) XIX Congress of the International Primatological Society (IPS) at Beijing, China. 
 
 


