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Comment on the proposed conservation of the generic and specific names of
Palaeopropithecus ingens G. Grandidier, 1899 (Mammalia, Primates)
(Case 2785; see BZN 49: 55-57)

Eric Delson (and 16 others, named below*)
Department of Vertebrate Paleontology, American Museum of Natural History, Central
Park West at 79th Street, New York, N.Y. 10024, U.S.A.

We are active researchers and teachers of primate evolution and write to support the
application by Tattersall, Simons & Vuillaume-Randriamanantena to conserve the
name Palaeopropithecus ingens G. Grandidier, 1899 by suppressing its senior subjective
synonym Thaumastolemur grandidier Filhol, 1895. As clearly stated by the authors,
continued usage of the long-accepted name Palaeopropithecus is desirable for nomen-
clatural stability. Resuscitation of the unused name Thaumastolermur would engender
confusion and add nothing to systematics or nomenclature. We strongly recommend
that the Commission rules in favor of the application, and as soon as possible under the
Code.

*Glenn Conroy (Washington University, St Louis), Herbert H. Covert (University of Colorado,
Boulder), John G. Fleagle (State University of New York at Stony Brook), Dan Gebo (Northern
Hlinois University), Philip Gingerich (University of Michigan), Laurie Godfrey (University of
Massachusetts, Amherst), Nancy Simmons Greenwald (American Museum of Natural History,
New York), Terry Harrison (New York University), Andrew Hill (Yale University), Clifford J.
Jolly (New York University), William Jungers (State University of New York at Stony Brook),
R.D.E. MacPhee (dmerican Museum of Natural History), Mike Rose (New Jersey Medical
Schooh, Alfred L. Rosenberger (National Zoological Park, Smithsonian Institution), Jeffrey
Schwartz (University of Pittsburgh) and Frederick S. Szalay (City University of New York, Hunter
College).



