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Prof. David Phillips,  
Center for Study of Human Rights at Columbia University, adjunct associate Professor at 
NYU’s Graduate School of Politics, senior fellow at the Atlantic Council of the United 

States and project director of the National Committee on American Foreign Policy. 
 

A More Comprehensive Counterterrorism Strategy for the Obama 
Administration: Incorporating Democracy and Development into 

Security Strategies 
 
More than confrontation and coercion, a successful counter-terrorism strategy must 
incorporate strategies for co-optation and cooperation making stakeholders of groups that 
seek to achieve their goals through sensation violence. Phillips has worked on international 
security, democracy and rights issues for more than 20 years as a senior adviser to the UN 
secretariat, foreign affairs expert at the US State Department, foundation executive, and 
scholar. He is currently an Associate Professor on Democracy and Counter-terrorism at New 
York University's Department of Politics and a Visiting Scholar at Columbia University's 
Center for the Study of Human Rights. 
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David L. Phillips is currently a visiting scholar at the Center for Study of 
Human Rights at Columbia University, adjunct associate professor at 
New York University’s Graduate School of Politics, senior fellow at the 
Atlantic Council of the United States, and project director of the National 
Committee on American Foreign Policy. Phillips has worked as a senior 
adviser to the United Nations Secretariat and as a foreign affairs expert 
and senior adviser to the U.S. Department of State. He has held 
positions as a visiting scholar at Harvard University’s Center for Middle 
East Studies, executive director of Columbia University’s International 
Conflict Resolution Program, director of the Program on Conflict Prevention and 
Peacebuilding at the American University, and as a professor at the Diplomatic Academy of 
Vienna. He has also been a senior fellow and deputy director of the Council on Foreign 
Relations’ Center for Preventive Action, director of the European Centre for Common 
Ground, project director at the International Peace Research Institute of Oslo, president of 
the Congressional Human Rights Foundation, and executive director of the Elie Wiesel 
Foundation.  
 
Mr. Phillips is author of From Bullets to Ballots: Violent Muslim Movements in Transition 
(Transaction Press, 2008), Losing Iraq: Inside the Postwar Reconstruction Fiasco (Perseus 
Books, 2005), Unsilencing the Past: Track Two Diplomacy and Turkish-Armenian 
Reconciliation (Berghahn Books, 2005). He has also authored many policy reports, as well 
as more than 100 articles in leading publications such as the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Financial Times, International Herald Tribune, and Foreign Affairs.  
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