Course in Professional Gardening

New York University
Villa La Pietra

New York University in Florence is participating in a tripartite
partnership to run a one-year course in professional gardening; the
other two partners are the association “Per Boboli” and the cultural
association “Paesaggi e Giardini”. Both are Florence based, non
profit, garden-orientated organizations.

Over the past decade, finding skilled Italian gardeners to work at Villa
La Pietra has proved impossible. This situation is repeated
throughout Italy as the country suffers an acute shortage of skilled
gardeners. This course aims, in a small way, to address this problem
by helping students to develop as horticultural professionals, allowing
them to acquire the basic knowledge and skills that may then be built
upon in their future lives as professional gardeners.

There are 29 students enrolled on the course, most come from
Tuscany but some come from as far away as Bari and Turin. Most
are university graduates who have studied subjects related to
horticulture such as architecture, agronomy and sylviculture. Those
who are not graduates have a proven record of professional
development as gardeners and have studied some related subject to
school diploma level. All have had to undergo a formal interview prior
to being accepted on the course. The course is constructed of four,
taught, modules and four weeks of practical instruction and project
based work.
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