Fall 2009
Beyond Language: The Surreal, the Monstrous, and the Mystical K10.0065
715 Broadway, #601
Tuesday, Thursday: 9:30-10:15
Office: #417; (212) 992-7767
Office hour: Tuesday, Thursday 11-12, 4-5; (other times by appt.)
Instructor: Gregory Erickson
gtel@nyu.edu
Syllabus

Course Description

Texts of the surreal, the monstrous, and the mystical are portrayals of experiences that, while
they may be outside traditional logic, are clearly central to the human imagination. Students of
these texts are presented with the fascinating but difficult project of researching, interpreting, and
describing irrational mental states often said to be “beyond language.” This course will focus on
reading, thinking, writing about, and working with these texts. The act of writing itself traverses
the area between reality and imagination, fact and fiction, and art and life, and we will explore
through writing how language describes and creates experiences in these ambiguous in-between
areas. Through discussion, informal writing, and a series of essays we will take various
approaches to understanding depictions of these experiences as well as the surrounding
discourse. The class will include outside visits to museums and/or installations.

Evaluation and Course Requirements

The course will be graded on the following basis:
Essay #1 20%
Essay #2 20%
Presentation 10%
Participation 20%
Final project 30%

Formal Assignments
#1: descriptive/comparative essay
#2: Theoretical essay
#3: Final presentation and project

Informal writing will be short writings done both in and outside of class and on the course
Blackboard site. These are intended to allow you to work out some of your thoughts to class
readings and discussion on paper, and to allow your classmates and | to see what you are
thinking about. Although I will assign a grade to your informal writings, they should be free and
unpolished. 1 am only looking for effort and thought and not for organization, mechanics, or
“correctness.”

The final project will be on a topic of your choice, approved by me, that explores some of the
themes and issues of the course. It can be a traditional research paper or another format. You
will give a presentation on this project a week or so before it is due.



Course Schedule

Week one: 9/8, 9/10
Introduction: Beyond Language and Writing

Part I: The Surreal, the Mystical, and the Monstrous: Definitions
Week two: 9/15, 9/17

Surrealism

Reading: Breton, Shattuck

Week three: 9/22. 9/24
Biblical Monsters
Reading: Bible: Book of Daniel 7-9; Book of Revelation 12-14

Week four: 9/29, 10/1
Two models for the modern Monster
Reading: Mary Shelley: Frankenstein, Bram Stoker: Dracula (sections)

Week five: 10/6, 10/8
20™ century Monsters
Reading: Strieber, Lovecraft

Week six: 10/13, 10/15
Mysticism: the Christian model
Reading: Hildegard of Bingham, John of the Cross, Teresa of Avila

Week seven: 10/20, 10/22
Mysticism: the Jewish and Eastern models
Reading: Zohar

Week eight: 10/27, 10/29
Poetry and art
Reading: Duchamp, Tzara, Rumi

Part I1: Theorizing the Inexpressible
Week nine: 11/3, [11/5 no class]
Psychology
Reading: Freud, Barbeito

Week ten: 11/10, 11/12
Monster theory
Reading: Kearney, Beale, Cohen

Week eleven: 11/17, 11/19
Theorizing mysticism:
Reading: Scholem,



Week twelve: 11/24
Science |
Reading: Sagan, Hawking

Week thirteen: 12/1, 12/3
Science II: Complexity and Chaos
Taylor, Hayles,
Presentations

Week fourteen: 12/8, 12/10
Finishing up
Presentations

Week fifteen: 12/15
Presentations
Final project due 12/17
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