Lennox: Hamlet, Fall 2008

The Gallatin School of New York University: Fall Semester 2008
K10:0047  First Year Seminar: Hamlet in the Afterlife

Instructor: Dr. Patricia Lennox Office: Room 616, 715 Broadway
E-mail: pI35@nyu.edu Office Hours M/W 1-2 and by appointment

Required Texts: Hamlet, Folger Library edition
Hamlet, Arden edition, ed. Ann Thompson & Neil Taylor
Hamlet, edited by Susanne L. Wofford
Hamlet, Manga edition, ed. Adam Sexton & Tintin Pantoja
Hamlet: A User’s Guide, Michael Pennington
What Happens in Hamlet, John Dover Wilson
Granville Barker’s Prefaces to Shakespeare: Hamlet (alternate title,
Prefaces to Shakespeare: Hamlet, Harley Granville Barker)
Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction, Adrian Poole
The Spanish Tragedy, Thomas Kyd (any edition is fine)

Recommended Purchase: Hamlet, DVD version, dir. By Kenneth Branagh
Additional recommendations for films, books, and articles will be posted on Blackboard Course
Documents throughout the semester.

Reading Assignments. Always bring the Folger edition to class, along with any other assigned
readings (i.e. Dover Wilson & Pennington). Some classes will also require the Arden edition,
which provides additional in-depth notes.

Viewing Assignments: Between Sept 10 — Oct. 8 you should watch at least three film versions
of Hamlet. Other films will be assigned during the semester, but it is expected that by the end of
the semester you will have seen all of the major film versions of Hamlet.

Writing Assignments/Blackboard Postings: See Attachment

In-Class Discussion Topics: For each class one student will be responsible for providing a
topic for class discussion. Please post your topic on Blackboard Discussion Board the day
before class.
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Please note that a few additional articles may be added as required reading during the semester.
Please note that the dates for all guest speakers may be subject to change.
Writing Assignments — a Brief Overview

More detailed guidelines for individual paper assignments will be provided later.

Director/Actor Paper (Oct. 27): A research paper that focuses on the work of major actors and/or
directors of Hamlet. Assignments will be drawn by lot and will include 19", 20" and 21*
century stage and film productions. Extensive research required.

Production Paper (Dec. 1): Your specifications for a production of Hamlet to be done in a
specific style determined by “real life” theatre and/or film production considerations including
(but not limited to) budget, type of stage, cast, textual adaptations, audience. Assignments will be
drawn by lot. Some research of similar stage productions will be necessary along with careful
consideration of the text. This will be a two-part paper. Part 1 will describe the production and
Part 2 will discuss your choices.

Response Essay (Dec. 10): This is your own response to one of the major issues in Hamlet based
on the readings, viewings, and discussions during the semester.

Blackboard Discussion Board: Questions and Discussion Topics will be posted throughout the
semester. You will be asked to post your own response and to respond to the postings of your
classmates.
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The Gallatin School of New York University: Semester 2008

K10:0047  First Year Seminar: Hamlet in the Afterlife

Instructor: Dr. Patricia Lennox Office: Room 616, 715 Broadway

E-mail: pl35@nyu.edu Office Hours M/W 1-2 and by appointment
Sept. 3 Introduction

Sept. 8 Staging Hamlet, Guest Speaker Dr. Russell Jackson

Sept. 10

Sept. 15

Sept. 17

Sept. 22

Sept. 24

Sept. 29

Oct. 1

Oct. 6

Oct 8

Oct. 13

Oct 15

Your preparation: watch the 4-hour Branagh DVD Hamlet and listen to the commentary.
This is can be viewed at the NYU Library (2™ floor, Avery Fisher Collection).

Hamlet, Act 1
Dover Wilson, Chapter II & Pennington, “Introduction” and “Day One”

Hamlet, Act 1
Dover Wilson, Chapter III & Appendix A

Hamlet Act 2
Dover Wilson, Chapter IV. Pennington , “Day Two”

Hamlet Act 2
Pennington, “The Characters™

Hamlet Act 3
Dover Wilson, Chapter V. Pennington , “Day Three”

Hamlet Act 3
Red Bull Theatre Play Reading, Theater at St. Clement’s 7:00

The Silent Woman, Ben Jonson

Class Visit to the NY Library of the Performing Arts, Lincoln Center

Hamlet Act 4
Dover Wilson, Chapter VI. Pennington , “Day Four”

Hamlet Act 4
Dover Wilson, Chapter VII.

No Class, Columbus Day

Hamlet Act 5
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Oct 15 Hamlet Act 5
Pennington, “Day Five” & “Conclusion: State of the Play”

Oct. 20 Granville Barker’s Prefaces to Shakespeare: Hamlet
Oct. 22 An Overview of Stage & Film Hamlets
Oct. 27 An Overview of Stage & Film Hamlets

Director/Actor Paper is Due

Oct. 29 Staging Hamlet, guest speaker Mark Lamos, director

Nowv. 3 Hamlet editions

Nov. 5 Editing Hamlet, invited guest speaker Susanne Wofford

Nov. 10 Editing Hamlet , guest speaker AdamSexton, éditor of the Manga Hamlet
Nov. 12 The Spanish Tragedy, Thomas Kyd

Nov. 17 Revenge Tragedy, selections from Tragedy, Adrian Poole

Red Bull Theatre Play Reading, Theater at St. Clement’s 7:00
The Malcontent, John Marston

Nov. 19 Adaptation
Nov. 24 Adaptation
Nov. 26 No Class, Legislative Day
Dec. 1 Adaptation

Production Paper Due

Dec. 3 Adaptation

Dec. 8 Adaptation
Red Bull Theatre Play Reading, Theater at St. Clement’s 7:00
Doctor Faustus, Christopher Marlowe

Dec. 10 One More Overview
Response Essay is due no later than Dec. 15 (exam week)
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