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s a leading educator of dental health professionals and 
a powerful voice for health care innovation and social
action, NYUCD is shaping the future of dentistry and
redefining its role in overall health care.A variety of
strategies support our efforts.

Local Outreach Improves Health Care

NYUCD provides the nation’s most extensive dental
health outreach programs for schoolchildren, the elderly,
people with disabilities, the homeless, and other under-
served populations.

NYUCD’S dental facility on wheels, “Smiling Faces,
Going Places,” extends the walls of our pediatric dentistry
clinic into underserved communities throughout New
York City and beyond. Each day, the van travels to a
Head Start program, public school, community health
center, or facility for the developmentally disabled, to pro-
vide much needed dental services and education. It is
expanding access to dental care for more than 1,500 New
Yorkers annually, primarily children, who would never see
a dentist otherwise.

Additional local outreach efforts include
• emergency dental services for nearly 11,000 New

Yorkers annually;
• special programs for treating the elderly, people with

physical and emotional disabilities, and people with
Alzheimer’s disease, muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy,
Parkinson’s disease, and other debilitating diseases;

• free oral health care for approximately 5,000 children in their neighborhood
schools and over 1,000 homeless children living in shelters;

• a cavity-prevention program that also provides children ages 2 to 11 with free 
fillings if they follow the program’s recommendations and still get cavities;

• a special infant dental education area for parents and caregivers;
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Improving Health and Impacting Lives

A

Above: Bill Evans of ABC-TV Channel 7
interviewed Dean Alfano during the first
annual Oral Cancer Awareness Program.

Opposite : Dr.Anthony Johnson (right),
supervising dentist of the “Smiling Faces,
Going Places” mobile dental care program,
with a participating dental student 
and a young patient.
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• free orthodontic care for poor and minority public school children;
• free perinatal education and oral health care for homeless mothers and their

infants in community shelters throughout the city; and
• low-cost dental care programs for all New York City college students and their

spouses and dependents and all city high school students.
In 1998, NYUCD launched the Initiative to Mobilize Patient Advocacy, Concern,

and Treatment (IMPACT), a public education initiative that empowers consumers to
expect and demand specific health care procedures.

IMPACT began with a major community outreach campaign designed to raise
awareness of oral cancer, which claims 8,000 American lives annually—one every
hour. Marketed with the slogan “Ask Your Dentist,” the campaign took on major
momentum as part of an Oral Cancer Consortium, a collaboration of regional den-
tal schools, the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation, area hospitals,

professional dental societies, and WABC-TV.
The consortium—initiated by NYUCD—came together to respond to

disturbing data showing that despite the fact that oral cancer claims more
lives each year than either melanoma or cervical cancer, very few consumers
know about its risks, preventability, and cure rate when detected early.

In partnership with the New York media, the consortium sponsors
free, annual screenings for oral cancer aimed at motivat-

ing consumers to ask their dentists how to
avoid becoming an oral cancer

statistic. A second, highly
successful public education

campaign marketed under
the banner of “Ask Your

Dentist” aims at preventing
childhood caries. Future cam-

paigns will promote interven-
tional strategies to prevent 

smoking among schoolchildren,
prevent premature births by

reducing periodontal disease in
pregnant women, and reduce 

systemic diseases by promoting
periodontal health.



National Outreach 
Builds Awareness

The oral cancer screening model developed at NYUCD has been
adopted by dental colleges and state health departments across 
the nation and by several international dental colleges. It was also 
one focus of a National Institutes of Health (NIH) conference on 
oral cancer.

NYUCD’s ability to impact the health of society has been 
recognized by the nation’s health care policymakers. In recent years,
former U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna E.
Shalala, U.S. Surgeon General David Satcher, and New York State
Health Commissioner Antonia C. Novello have all delivered NYUCD
graduation keynote addresses. In her address, Dr. Shalala applauded
NYUCD for providing leadership in dental education and praised the
Oral Cancer Consortium’s fight to address the “silent epidemic”
of oral cancer. She declared, “Lives will be saved because of your
extraordinary efforts.” Dr. Satcher focused on NYUCD’s leadership in
investigating the links between oral and systemic health and in ensur-
ing patient care among populations who would not otherwise receive
attention. Dr. Novello, herself a former U.S. surgeon general, spoke
about NYUCD’s outstanding commitment to community service.

Global Partnerships Promote 
Wellness and Information Sharing

The distinctly international character of the NYUCD student body and faculty gives
the College global perspective and impact unmatched by other dental colleges. In
addition, international partnerships reach across boundaries in the global village and
connect NYUCD faculty and dental students with colleagues and patients around the
world. For example, NYUCD conducts an overseas dental outreach program to care
for indigent populations in the Dominican Republic and will soon expand to South
Africa, China, and other countries in desperate need of essential dental services and
preventive health programs. NYUCD is also creating a large, formal network of inter-
national dental education and research institutions that will promote faculty and student
exchange programs and the sharing of information technologies on the global level.

27

I M P R O V I N G  H E A L T H  A N D  I M P A C T I N G  L I V E S

Former U.S. Secretary of Health and
Human Services Donna E. Shalala 
presented the keynote address at 
NYUCD’s 1999 graduation ceremony.





he following alumni are just a few of the NYUCD gradu-
ates who have gone on to pursue professionally and
personally rewarding careers in the field of dentistry.
Graduation from NYUCD links you to more than 10,000
distinguished alumni worldwide.

Donna J. Rumberger, Class of 1980, is the president of Smiles for Success, president
of the Henry and Henrietta Quaid Foundation, president of the New York County
Dental Society, and a former president of the American Association of Women
Dentists (AAWD). She also founded Skate Safe, which provides free mouthguards
and dental education for the nonprofit, coed, after-school program Ice Hockey in
Harlem (IHIH) and she maintains a private practice in Manhattan.

“I started Smiles for Success in 1996 with a colleague from the American
Association of Women Dentists.We wanted to create a program to increase
women’s access to professional careers. So we created a nonprofit organization that
partners with another job training/job readiness program called Suitability for
Success. The combined goal is to help women get off welfare by offering corporate
attire, job counseling, presentation skills, and free dental care.

“We prepare women to enter the corporate community. Our success rate for
helping women find, get, and keep good jobs is about 96 percent, and we’ve estab-
lished programs in Denver, Boston, and Philadelphia, as well as in New York City.
The dentists who volunteer also offer free follow-up care for at least one year
afterward, plus support groups and additional job training.

“Smiles for Success is so gratifying. It’s a wonderful way to give back some of
the many benefits that dentistry has given me. Dentistry opened up a world of pro-
fessional opportunities for me, and I feel I am doing the same for other women.”

Dominick P. DePaola, Class of 1969, is president and CEO of The Forsyth Institute,
the leading independent research institute in the world focusing on oral, dental,
and craniofacial science related to health and diseases.

“NYUCD has always had a great mission in terms of its commitment to public
health and has educated many of the first generations of immigrants in this country.
More than 30 years later, they’re still building on that wonderful legacy by adding a
higher quality of academic instruction, fostering more scholarship within the insti-
tution, and recruiting great faculty from a range of backgrounds.
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Dr. Dominick P. DePaola, Class of 1969.

Dr. Donna J. Rumberger, Class of 1980.



“As president and CEO of The Forsyth Institute, I share similar goals with
NYUCD.The Forsyth Institute was founded in 1910 by a family who wanted to cre-
ate a legacy by providing virtually free health care to the children of Boston and the
surrounding area. So, both institutions want to improve the health of the public.

“What we’re seeing at NYUCD is a new brand of leadership. Dean Alfano has 
a tremendous vision for what NYUCD can be, and he is doing all of the hard things
and strategic planning that are necessary for making an institution great. NYU 
will get the recognition it deserves as the center of dentistry and clinical practice 
in the world.”

Larry Rosenthal, Class of 1972, has one of the
busiest, most glamorous private practices in
New York City and teaches postgraduate
courses on advanced aesthetics at the NYU
College of Dentistry.

“The idea for the Larry Rosenthal
Institute for Aesthetic Dentistry at NYU
came about when the dean asked for my
involvement in building a state-of-the-art
facility.Together, we strategized about how
to raise the quality of aesthetic dentistry
treatment and training at NYUCD to make
it the equivalent of any private practice facil-
ity in the country.We designed a center according to the highest possible standards,
in terms of equipment and clinical staff, and will make it available to predoctoral
students, postgraduates, and everyone else who wants to become involved in this
dental philosophy.

“Our focus on aesthetic dentistry is related to a revolution taking place in the
dental profession.The shift has been from basic dentistry to aesthetic dentistry—
what I call feel-good dentistry and self-esteem dentistry. It has joined the ranks of
plastic surgery in its ability to offer individuals life-changing options that are pain-
less, are minimally invasive, and lead to immediate gratification.”

As a student at NYUCD, you will not only transform your own life by becom-
ing a health care professional, you will also gain education and training that will
allow you to transform the lives of your patients.
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Dr. Larry Rosenthal, Class of 1972.
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Doctor of Dental Surgery— 
D.D.S. Degree

The D.D.S. degree is the culmination of a four-year pro-
gram that emphasizes patient-centered care. Students
develop clinical skills under close supervision of faculty,
including nearly 800 full-time and part-time clinicians and
researchers. During the first two years, students study bio-
chemistry, human gross anatomy, general and oral
histology, general and oral microbiology, physiology, phar-
macology, and oral medicine and pathology.An integrated
curriculum reinforces knowledge and prepares students to
apply it in actual patient care situations beginning in their
first year of study.Third- and fourth-year students are
assigned to functional group practices with a family of
patients.A faculty group practice director monitors the
progress and ensures the competency of every student.

Rotations outside of the NYUCD clinics deepen 
learning and clinical experience. Predoctoral students 
participate in local outreach programs, including the
mobile dental van, “Smiling Faces, Going Places,” and 
may volunteer for overseas assignments, such as in the
Dominican Republic.

NYUCD offers the option of a seven-year B.A.-D.D.S.
program, in conjunction with the NYU College of Arts and
Science, for strongly motivated high school students whose
primary goal is dentistry. NYUCD also offers the option of
an advanced placement program for graduates of interna-
tional dental colleges who wish to earn a D.D.S. degree
from a U.S. dental college.

Postdoctoral Training and Advanced
Education 
Certificate Programs

NYUCD offers Advanced Education (postdoctoral)
Certificate Programs in the following areas:

Comprehensive Care/General Dentistry
Endodontics
Implant Dentistry
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Orthodontics
Pediatric Dentistry
Periodontics
Prosthodontics
NYUCD also offers an Advanced Study Program for

International Graduates.

Master of Science Degree

M.S. Degree Program in Biomaterials and Biomimetics

This cooperative program among the NYU Graduate
School of Arts and Science, Polytechnic University, and the
NYUCD Department of Biomaterials and Biomimetics is
open to full- and part-time students. Students receive edu-
cation and training in the fundamentals of structure and
property of biomaterials relevant to dentistry and medicine
and are prepared for careers in teaching, research, and
industry. Current areas of research activity include dental
restorative materials, dental and orthopedic implants and
coatings, and bone graft biomaterials.

M.S. Degree Program in Clinical Research

This program produces competent, knowledgeable, and
independent clinical researchers who can work in universi-
ties, industry, and government agencies. Candidates must
hold at minimum a B.A. or B.S. degree and may come from
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licensure as a dental hygienist. Students’ options include a
two- or three-year format and the opportunity to study
abroad for one semester.

B.S. in Dental Health Education

The Bachelor of Science in Dental Health Education
Program provides advanced education for dental health
care providers who may wish to prepare for a career in
education, research, health care management, and public
health or who wish to broaden their background by com-
pleting their college education. Career opportunities
include positions with colleges and universities (as faculty
or administrators), hospitals with dental programs, public
health agencies, and corporations (in management, educa-
tion services, marketing, sales, and research).Two-year
and four-year options are available.

Dental Assisting

The Dental Assistant Program is a 10-month certificate
program that combines academic work with extensive
clinical experience to prepare students for successful
careers in this health care profession. Students train in
state-of-the-art facilities with NYUCD faculty and work 
as integral members of a group practice providing 
comprehensive dental health care. Graduates can pursue
careers in private practices, specialty practices, hospitals,
clinics, and school systems.They may also transfer into 
the NYUCD Dental Hygiene Program for study leading 
to the A.A.S. degree.The Dental Assistant Program meets
the standards of the Council on Dental Education of the
American Dental Association.

32

a variety of health fields, including dentistry, medicine,
nursing, and pharmacy, as well as industry-based clinical
research teams.The program offers two distinct full-time
tracks whereby students can earn a Master of Science
degree or a Certificate in Clinical Research.The new
Bluestone Center for Clinical Research serves as the home
for education and training in this program.

M.S. Degree Program in Biology/Oral Biology

This program advances the research and career goals of 
the postbaccalaureate or post-health professional degree
student. Students design an individual course of study
according to their goals, with the intent of developing
essential skills in experimental design, data analysis, and
presentation of research results. Faculty monitor each 
student’s research project—a central feature of this 
program —to prepare the graduate for a successful academic
or corporate (biotechnology) career with oral biology
applications. Courses in the biological sciences are offered
through the Department of Biology at the Graduate School
of Arts and Science, while oral biology courses are given at
the College of Dentistry.

Joint M.D./Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Degree

Students who wish to become oral and maxillofacial 
surgeons may also pursue a joint medical degree through 
the NYU School of Medicine.

A.A.S. in Dental Hygiene

The Associate in Applied Science Degree Program in
Dental Hygiene at NYUCD is a fully accredited, univer-
sity-based program.The program reflects the Standards 
of Dental Hygiene Education of the American Dental
Association Commission on Dental Accreditation. On
completion, students are qualified to take the State Board
examination and the Dental Hygiene National Board for
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