
Google+: Explained 
 
 

 
Google+ is a social network connecting the suite of Google tools.  
 
How Google+ Works 
Users post images, links, videos, or text statuses, and followers can award those posts a 
+1, leave a comment, or share the post with their own followers. You can also mention 
someone in your post by typing the + or @ sign followed by their name.  
 
Profile 
Personalize your page by choosing or uploading a cover photo (the large, background 
image) and a profile picture, and fill in information about yourself. You can also choose to 
share some of your profile information with the public and other information with only 
those in your “Close Friends” Circle, or “Work Colleagues” or “Bowling League,” whatever 
Circles you dream up (for more information about Circles, watch this video).  
 
Circles 
Sharing and privacy is determined by how you structure your Circles. For instance, you 
can create a Circle called “Close Friends” and then ensure your post is shared only with 
those whom you’ve placed in that Circle. People will receive a notification that you’ve 
added them to a Circle, but Google+ does not tell them which Circle or what it’s called. 
 
Explore 
This is a stream of posts from pretty much anyone or any organization that are 
particularly popular at that time, with topics that are trending on the right (similar to 
Twitter). It can be a great way to find new people or organizations to follow, or join an 
active conversation. 
 
Photos 
Upload full albums or individual photos. As with posts, you can adjust privacy settings by 
choosing which of your Circles (if any) or individuals can see the images. Google+ also 
allows you to edit your photos by cropping them, adjusting colors and other retouching.  
 
Communities 
Find and join a community of other Google+ users who share your interests. “Dr. Who” 
fan? There’s a community for you. Want to learn French, or talk to other foodies or travel 
photography enthusiasts? There are communities for those, too. Use the provided search 
bar to hunt down groups about your interest. If it doesn’t exist yet, you can create your 
own! 
 
Hangouts 
Hangouts allows you to video chat with up to nine other people at once. While in the 
Hangout, you can access your Google Drive for collaboration, or open up Effects if you 
feel like wearing a tiara and a moustache while talking to your friends. Hangouts enlarges 
the image of whomever is speaking. You can choose to use the Hangouts On Air feature 
to live stream and record your Hangout. 
 
 



 
Events 
Create an event and a guest list in this tool. Events will seamlessly appear in attendees’ 
Google Calendar once they accept. Customize your invite by using one of the provided 
themes or one of your own photos. 
 
Local 
In Local, you can explore different categories of eateries, stores and other businesses, 
read others’ reviews and check out the Zagat score. It also maps the location, offers 
directions, and gives the ability to create a Google Event at that location directly from the 
page. 
 
Pages 
You can create a Google+ Page for your organization or business and, as with your 
personal profile, you can post updates that other users can choose to follow. In this tab, 
you’ll be able to manage that page and its updates. Having a Google+ Page can be really 
helpful to your organization if purely for SEO (Search Engine Optimization) benefits—its 
potential prominence when people do Google searches.  
 
Want more information? Google offers a lot of great videos for those navigating Google+ 
for the first time. Take a look here. 
 


