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BACKGROUND: 
Founded in 1933, the International Rescue Committee is a leading, non-sectarian, non-
profit organization providing emergency relief, protection, rehabilitation assistance, 
resettlement services, and advocacy for refugees and victims of oppression or violent 
conflict.  Domestically, our 23 offices across the U.S. ensure new arrivals have food, 
shelter, and clothing, and work with refugees to help them gain self-sufficiency. 
 
The IRC New York Resettlement office’s Adult Education program provides free classes 
and educational services to our adult clients. These individuals, mainly refugees and 
asylees, are legal immigrants who are victims of war, persecution, and civil conflict. 
They have diverse cultural and educational backgrounds. Moreover, they are highly 
adaptable, usually multilingual, and eager to start rebuilding their lives in America. At 
the IRC, they may enroll in on-site English classes, attend cultural orientation sessions, 
utilize the computer lab, participate in workshops, and register for external educational 
opportunities. 

 
VOLUNTEER POSITIONS FOR FALL 2012: 
The following volunteer opportunities (see descriptions below) are available within the 
IRC New York Resettlement Office for fall 2012.  All positions provide opportunities for 
professional development in international education, humanitarian issues, and the non-
profit field. 
 
1) ESL & Literacy Classroom Assistant: Classroom assistants will help facilitate an 
English language class for recently arrived adult refugees 1-4 days per week.  Assistants 
will aid in the delivery of lesson plans created by the lead teacher and work with students 
individually and in small groups.  Assistants may also provide one-on-one tutoring to 
beginner and pre-literate students. Two assistants are needed for each day: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 10am-12pm; Wednesday, Thursday 5:30pm-7:30pm. 
 
2) Computer-Based Learning Tutor: Tutors will supervise lab hours and assist adult 
students in accessing appropriate computer-based learning opportunities.  Tutors will 
advise students as they search the web, use email, and utilize language learning 
websites and programs.  In addition, volunteers will familiarize students with basic 
computer skills.  Two volunteers are needed for each day: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 12pm-2pm.  
 
3) Civics and Citizenship Tutor: Tutors will work with individuals or small groups, 
helping adult students prepare for their naturalization interview and test through a variety 
of learning activities. Tutors will review important vocabulary, clarify key concepts, and 
practice the 100 civics questions with students.  2 volunteers who can work both days 
are needed: Monday, Tuesday, 6:30-7:30pm.  

 


