
RESPONSE TO SURVEY  
- Tisch Graduate Acting wholeheartedly agrees with Rubén Polendo at NYUAD about the potential for 
exciting and dynamic collaborations between our two departments. We are in active discussions about 
those opportunities. In addition, we hope that Graduate Acting may be able to help fulfill NYUAD's 
additional desire to cultivate professional productions each year for the arts facilities on Saadiyat Island.  
 
RESPONSE TO PRINCIPLES AND TENSIONS 
 
PRINCIPLES 
1. We believe that not only should financial resources not be removed from existing programs, but that 
additional financial resources should be provided to departments exploring possible collaboration or 
connection with GNU sites at the earliest stages to better assist in the development of potential programs. 
2. A more direct way to communicate with individual GNU site leadership must be provided. There are 
currently multiple layers at NYUNY who determine how and when those communications happen. This 
restricts the clear and direct creative dialogue about mutual opportunities that might speed the 
development of programs and clarify concerns. 
4. Graduate Acting agrees that there must be a robust resistance to standardization of models for these 
collaborations. There is a risk that the financial soundness of a program model could become a key 
component of any such model. The academic and/or cultural value of these exchanges must be freely 
explored and the form they take should grow from that exploration. Then the relative value to cost can 
become a part of the conversation. 
5. Much like Principle One, we believe that more resources should be made available for the exploration 
of possible shared programs/collaborations with GNU sites even without clear outcomes in mind. 
6. Graduate Acting believes that, along with "academic speech and research" we should add "freedom of 
artistic expression" as an important issue to be considered. 
 
TENSIONS 
2. While easy of navigation for students is vital. We believe that "unique cultural identities" must allow for 
the reality that sites or portals may be less navigable for American students, but that the process of 
learning the systems and structures can, in itself, be a valuable part of the experience of the Global 
campus. 
3. It is also vital that the centralization does not restrict, dilute, or delay the direct communication between 
global sites and NYUNY departments. The central GNU might develop a focus on the functions of service 
and facilitation of these direct departmental collaborations, rather than oversight. 
4. We would add the need for additional resources for staffing to manage the new programs. 
7. Along with the concern about the resources needed to advise PhD students, the same is potentially 
true for other terminal degrees (ie MFA students). There is a need to both support sending faculty with 
them to sites as well as provide oversight froma distance as needed. 
 


