
 
 
 
 
To:    Una Chaudhuri, Eliot Borenstein, 
  Co-Chairs, Faculty Advisory Committee on NYU’s Global Network 
 
From:   Lynn Videka 
  Dean, Silver School of Social Work 
 
Date:    February 24, 2014 
 
Subject:   SSSW Input on the GNU 
 
 
We elicited comments on the draft documents you sent us on January 22.  We discussed 
faculty concerns at the Faculty meeting of February 24 2014.  The following is a 
summary of the faculty concerns and a brief report on our School’s participation in NYU 
Shanghai. 
 
1- Faculty endorsed the draft report and idea of principles for global education.  A few 
were skeptical of how well we are meeting the principles listed in the document.   
 
2 - Faculty expressed concern over academic freedom in the portals. Our representative to 
the GNU advisory committee, Professor Liliana Goldin, summarized the issues learned in 
this area from interviews with faculty and administrators in the portals. 
 
3- As a result of an increase of international students at NYUNY, and especially with the 
Silver School’s own experience, the faculty observed a lack of consistent support for the 
difficulties some of the students experience in our classes, mainly writing challenges. Our 
faculty would like to see more support for those students as the GNU promotes an 
increase presence of international students in NYUNY. These issues also affect graduate 
students in our MSW program in NY who are not served by the university’s writing 
center.  
 
4- Faculty would like to know if there is a requirement of (a) fulfillment of a quota of 
students attending global sites by individual departments/programs and (b) if there are 
specific assigned global sites to departments. If so, what is the rationale for this?   



 
I explained my understanding that there are no quotas although there are goals, and that 
departments made the decision about whether to affiliate with a specific site based on 
their needs.  Dina Rosenfeld, Silver Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Education, 
reported that the Silver School decided not affiliate with a single site since our 
undergraduate program is small and we did not want to constrain student interests to 
particular sites.   
 
5 -  SSSW programs in NYU Shanghai 
We discussed our own planned programs and how different our approach may be from 
that of the Arts and Sciences Departments.  These differences may be due to our 
primarily graduate programs emphasis.  The faculty members that will be hired to teach 
at NYU Shanghai will be full members of our School in NYC. They will be evaluated 
and promoted within our standard procedures in NY.  We will determine the curriculum 
in Shanghai (see below for details).   
 
Our program in Shanghai includes three components: a) a joint Research institute, b) a 
two year MSW program -- with one year in Shanghai and one year in NY; and (c) a dual 
PhD. (see attached).   
 
    5.1   The program will be developed in a culturally appropriate context and include a 
culturally informed curriculum that will eventually affect our curriculum in NYC.  
Concerns were brought up about ideas of justice and fairness that rely at the core of the 
Social Work profession that may clash with those of other political and social systems. 
The faculty is aware of the tensions inherent in teaching in systems that may be counter 
to some of the principles that inform our profession. An extended conversation that 
includes the subtle dynamics of global academic engagement will be further discussed 
and addressed as the programs are planned and implemented. 
 
6 – Some Silver faculty questioned why the Silver School is increasingly prioritizing 
offering courses at the GNU global sites as opposed to other, non-NYU locations around 
the globe.  The Dean and Associate Dean replied that we have found that the NYU 
infrastructure makes a big difference in support for students and faculty teaching in other 
countries, especially in emergency situations.  Therefore we are prioritizing using NYU 
Global sites.  There are a few exceptions based on research priorities and mission.   
 
 
cc:  Liliana Goldin, Professor and School Representative to the Advisory Committee 
       SSSW Faculty 


