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DEPARTMENT OF MEDIA, CULTURE, AND COMMUNICATION 
Lisa Gitelman, Chair 
 
 
February 20, 2014 
 
To:  Faculty Advisory Committee on the University’s Global Network (FAC on GNU) 
 
From: Lisa Gitelman, Chair, Department of Media, Culture, and Communication (MCC) 
 
Re: Requests for feedback on “Principles and Tensions” 
 
Both the draft “Principles and Tensions” document and the lengthy “Faculty Questionnaire” were 
distributed to the full faculty of MCC on 27 January 2014. At the faculty meeting of 4 February 2014 the 
department’s Committee on Global Initiatives was charged to meet and provide the FAC on GNU with 
feedback. The department’s committee met on February 18th and discussed both documents, as well as 
recent experiences of MCC faculty teaching in Abu Dhabi, and the long history of MCC engagement with 
the GNU. This memo is an attempt to encapsulate our ideas and concerns. 
 
Some Important Background 
 
MCC is an active participant in the GNU. Over 60% of MCC majors study abroad, and many do so for two 
semesters. Peak travel occurs in the spring of the sophomore year and fall of the junior year, with a total of 
more than 150 MCC students away for one semester in a typical academic year. In addition, MCC’s 
specialized Global Media Scholar Program requires two semesters abroad (Paris or Prague and then 
Buenos Aires or Shanghai) and ends with a capstone J-term course at a 3rd site, recently taught by MCC 
faculty member Radha Hegde in Abu Dhabi. Students studying abroad generally take MCC and other 
courses taught by contract faculty, while MCC faculty members are themselves now active abroad: Helen 
Nissenbaum just returned from a J-term course for NYU-AD; Helga Tawil Souri will teach for NYU-AD in 
the fall; and Lily Chumley will teach for NYU-SH in the spring. Many more faculty have expressed interest 
in teaching for the portal campuses. 
 
MCC has had multiple conversations with the portal campuses in the past. This engagement has, however, 
not been as successful as our participation in study abroad sites. We spent several years in discussion with 
various administrators at NYU-AD about possible standing faculty, joint hires, an interdisciplinary cluster 
of courses, and a minor in media. None of these conversations led anywhere concrete, and any decisions 
made in relation to our various proposals were not shared with us. Yet today NYU-AD has several areas of 
study that cross into media studies (Film, Visual Studies, Arab Crossroads) and to which we might 
contribute. We have also been in dialogue with NYU-Shanghai, in part through our deep involvement with 
students in the study abroad program there. Yet the new curriculum at NYU-SH includes an interactive 
media major that was developed without our input, and (at least at present) our study-abroad students are 
not being allowed to register for those courses. We are very interested in being a part of and party to these 
curricula, and welcome more transparent and coherent processes for their development and implementation 
going forward. 
 
Feedback on Principles 
 
Under Principle #1, we urge an amendment as follows: “The flow of New-York based faculty to the global 
sites and portals should be managed to avoid any shortfalls in the scale, range and quality of curricular 
offerings and research activities in NY units, or the displacement of valued contract faculty abroad, . . .” 
 
We urge that Principle #2 be elaborated and made much more specific. Like staffing, the planning of 
curricula at the portals has from our perspective been dysfunctionally ad hoc. Entrepreneurial units in NYC 
and principled actors on the ground in AD and SH have succeeded in developing terrific curricula, yet 
without the consultation of related units. So be it. Greater, more student-directed coordination is now 
essential and the principle of consultation with relevant units should inform the new curricula going 
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forward. MCC students studying abroad at NYU-AD are asking for MCC credit for media-related courses 
they take there, yet MCC has been neither consulted nor informed about recent course development in Arab 
Crossroads, Film, Visual Studies, or other areas where courses might be appropriate to the MCC major. A 
greater and more transparent account of how curricula across the GNU interlock and overlap must be 
achieved as soon as possible, for the sake of students traveling among portals and sites. Likewise a clearly 
defined process for achieving and maintaining such an accounting is key. For interdisciplinary fields like 
media studies, this may be a difficult task, but it is an entirely necessary one. 
 
We urge that Principle #4 be clarified. It’s hard to tell what this is about. 
 
Feedback on Tensions 
 
This articulation of tensions unselfconsciously assumes an existing presence at the portals. We find this 
problematic. MCC does not itself have a presence at AD or SH.1 Rather, MCC engages with the AD and 
SH portals as study abroad sites. (Similarly, when NYU-AD and, eventually, NYU-SH students spend time 
at NYU-NY, they will be visiting a portal as if it were a site. This distinction may eventually lose its 
salience, but for now it matters.) Students visiting portal campuses should be allowed full and unfettered 
access to portal curricula, except where relevant prerequisites exist. They should know going in how those 
classes will “count” within their own plan of study. And they should not be marginalized or quarantined in 
any way because they are not part of the 4-year experience at the portal. 
 
The articulation of Tension #3 is especially welcome, yet we believe the appeal to “departmental control” 
may be misleading in some cases, or at least may help perpetuate the perception that different programs at 
NYU-AD and NYU-SH are “owned” by or mirror corresponding units in NYC. Since programs at NYU-
AD and NYU-SH explicitly do not duplicate existing departments, what is called “departmental control” 
might better be elaborated to include multi-departmental initiatives and faculty governance. In the FAC’s 
“Faculty Questionnaire” the role played by “corresponding units” is the question at issue here. In our view 
it might be healthy if every undergraduate program of study in SH and AD were required to have two or 
more “corresponding units” or at least be required to identify and engage faculty consultants from multiple 
departments. Such an organization could work as a decentralizing vector of force against the centralizing 
forces necessarily at play.  
 
We urge that Tension #7 be omitted as premature. It is not a settled point that there is a “need for doctoral 
students at the portals,” especially if the portals are envisioned at 2000-student liberal arts colleges.  
 
Finally, for all of the tensions that exist across the GNU we are encouraged that the new curricula in NYU-
AD and emerging at NYU-SH have been and can continue to be opportunities to diffuse tensions too long 
endemic to the arts and humanities. We are especially encouraged that strides are being made to erode the 
theory/practice divide, for instance, and otherwise “to rethink and revise conventional features of the 
[traditional] discipline[s]” (Marin Klimke describing NYU-AD’s History major). Let us hope that the 
newness of the GNU will include new ways of thinking. 
 

                                            
1 MCC is mentioned in the “Faculty Questionnaire” as one “corresponding academic unit” for NYU-AD’s 
Film major, though to say “There has been a deep involvement among corresponding academic units from 
the inception of the program,” is a gross overstatement. 


