
	  	  	  	  
	  

	  
	  

 
 
 
December 4, 2013   
 
Dear Members of the New York State Congressional Delegation:   

We are writing in support of a FY 2014 Budget conference agreement that promotes economic growth and helps 
close the nation’s innovation deficit by eliminating sequestration and placing a high priority on research and 
higher education investments. Failure to mitigate the effects of sequestration will have detrimental short and long-
term ramifications for the economy of New York State.   

New York’s research institutions attract more than $4 billion in federally sponsored research, ranking us among 
the top states in the nation in terms of total research and development expenditures. These investments in 
university-based research and health care pay enormous dividends in terms of job creation, economic growth, 
improved health, and enhanced national security. The innovations that flow from basic research are the basis for 
countless companies, products, technologies, and medical treatments.   

The elimination of sequestration, permanently or at least over the short term, is our first priority. Sequestration is 
a blunt tool that has forced deep spending reductions across most federal programs, including critical investments 
in research and higher education. If the sequester continues, the additional cuts will cause even greater harm and 
further expand our nation’s innovation deficit. We ask that you also make the mitigation of sequestration your top 
priority.   

It is estimated that the budget sequester will cut at least $50 billion nationally in federal research and development 
support over five years. Cuts to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) alone would mean a decline of $11.3 
billion of support for vital medical research, resulting in fewer cures and life-saving treatments. Sequestration also 
affects thousands of our students by reducing direct tuition assistance, work-study opportunities, and other 
programs targeted towards enhancing college access and affordability. In addition, while protected in FY 2013, 
the Pell Grant program, the foundation of any low-income student’s aid package, faces sequestration cuts in FY 
2014.  

Discretionary spending, where these investments occur, is not primarily responsible for our rising debt, and 
targeting it for significant cuts is counterproductive to addressing our fiscal challenges. Yet sequestration and 
previous deficit reduction actions have concentrated heavily on these expenditures. Even leaving sequestration 
aside, the Budget Control Act spending caps will force non-defense discretionary spending to its lowest level 
relative to GDP in a half century.  

The higher education research community long has held that the solution to our budget woes is a combination of 
sensible federal investments that will yield strong economic growth, savings from entitlement reforms, and 
revenues from tax reform. For the FY 2013 conference, we believe that this balanced approach that does not harm 
those most in need and protects academic medicine should be the priority, understanding that broader reforms will 
likely only come as part of a larger, long-term budget agreement in the future. Domestic discretionary programs, 
like those that fund research and higher education, provide opportunity and economic growth in the United States, 
and subjecting these programs to the majority of fiscal savings in the coming years will only result is generational 
inequity.  



While the immediate focus should be on the challenge of eliminating sequestration, our nation must continue to 
take steps to address its long-term fiscal and economic challenges. This means a balanced approach to deficit 
reduction combined with high priority targeted investments in higher education, academic medicine, and scientific 
research that will begin to close the innovation deficit and improve our nation’s future. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

	    

 

Lee C. Bollinger 
President 
Columbia University 

Shirley Ann Jackson 
President  
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute 

Joel Seligman  
President 
University of Rochester  

John Sexton 
President 
New York University 
 
 
 

 	  
  

David J. Skorton 
President 
Cornell University 

Eric F. Spina  
Interim Chancellor 
Syracuse University 

Samuel L. Stanley, Jr., MD 
President 
Stony Brook University 

Harvey G. Stenger 
President 
Binghamton University 
 
 

 
 

  

Satish K. Tripathi 
President 
University at Buffalo 

Nancy L. Zimpher 
Chancellor 
State University of  
New York 

  

 


