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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
 

June 6, 2013 
 

A.141 Kavanagh  
 

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to fluoride additives in water 
 
New York University supports this legislation, which would set the optimal fluoride target level 
for any public water supply at 0.7 milligrams per liter and prevent the fluoride level from 
exceeding 0.8 milligrams per liter.  
 
Currently, New York State law allows the addition of fluoride to a public water system to be 
governed by the laws of local county, city, town or village.  State law does not presently provide 
any recommended levels or limits for the amount of fluoride in the water supply.  Recently, the 
Federal Department of Health and Human services has lowered their recommended level of 
fluoride to 0.7 milligrams per liter of water.  The above legislation will set a target level and limit 
for any municipality in New York State that chooses to add fluoride to their drinking water. 
 
The addition of fluoride in water is an important public health tool to help prevent tooth decay, 
particularly in urban areas where many cannot afford dental care.  However, when levels of 
fluoride were originally established fluoride was not consumed in other sources as it is now.  
Today, many toothpaste products, mouth rinses and other consumer products have levels of 
fluoride in them.  Therefore, it is appropriate to provide an optimal level and limit for the 
addition of fluoride to public sources of water.  At the recommended levels in this legislation, the 
addition of fluoride will continue help fight tooth decay and help under-served communities of 
all ages. 
 
For the above reasons, New York University supports this legislation and urges its passage. 


