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Instructor Contact 
Information 

Name: Duncan Hewitt 
Email: dh107@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 4:00-5:00 PM 

Class Time Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 PM 
Course Description This class is taught by Duncan Hewitt, who has many years of experience as a 

journalist in China. It provides an introduction to the work of the reporter, with 
particular focus on covering China, and offers students a chance to learn and practice 
basic journalism skills, including news writing and descriptive/feature writing. 
Feedback on assignments is given in individual meetings.  Visiting speakers will also 
offer insights into the role of the journalist and the challenges faced, and provide 
additional feedback on students’ work and ideas. 

Course Objectives To enhance students’ understanding of the practice of journalism, and of issues relating 
to the role of the international media with regard to China – and to develop students’ 
skills in journalistic writing. Recent changes in Chinese society, and in China’s own 
media, are also an important topic of the course. 

Grading 
Components 

Class Participation: 30% 
Written Assignments: 70% 

Instructor Bio Duncan Hewitt studied Chinese at Edinburgh University and first lived in China from 
1986-7. He later joined the BBC World Service in London, and was a BBC 
correspondent in Beijing and Shanghai from 1997 – 2002. In recent years he has 
written for Newsweek and other international media publications from Shanghai. His 
book Getting Rich First: Life in a changing China (Vintage, 2008) focuses on social 
change in China, covering issues including media and the Internet, urbanization, 
popular culture, welfare reform, and the development of civil society. A former head of 
the Shanghai Foreign Correspondents’ Club, he also has an MA in Southeast Asian 
Area Studies from SOAS, University of London, and in 2011 spent a term at the 
Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, Oxford University, where he carried out 
research on China’s relationship with the international media. He has taught at NYU 
Shanghai since 2007.  
  

Grading 
Expectations 

A: Excellent performance showing a thorough knowledge and understanding of the 
topics of the course; all work includes clear, logical explanations, insight, and original 
thought and reasoning.   
B: Good performance with general knowledge and understanding of the topics; all 
work includes general analysis and coherent explanations showing some independent 
reasoning, reading and research.  
C: Satisfactory performance with some broad explanation and reasoning; the work will 
typically demonstrate an understanding of the course on a basic level.  
D: Passable performance showing a general and superficial understanding of the 
course’s topics; work lacks satisfactory insight, analysis or reasoned explanations. 
F: Unsatisfactory performance in all assessed criteria. 

Attendance Policy NYU Shanghai has a strict policy about course attendance that allows no unexcused 
absences. Each unexcused absence will result in the deduction of three percentage 
points from the final grade. More than two unexcused absences will result in failure of 
the course.  
 

https://service.gmx.net/de/cgi/g.fcgi/mail/new?CUSTOMERNO=6780255&t=uk2029674478.1325664451.ed51436d&to=dh107%40nyu.edu


Methods and Practice: Journalism, Constructing Narratives, Fall 2012 

NYU Shanghai 

Students should contact their instructors to catch up on missed work but should not 
approach them for excused absences. All absence requests and excuses must follow the 
application procedure directions here: 
https://wikis.nyu.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=30017155 
 
Students are expected to arrive to class promptly both at the start of class and after 
breaks. Arriving more than 10 minutes late or leaving more than 10 minutes early can 
be considered an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences from exams are not 
permitted and will result in failure of the exam. If you are granted an excused absence 
from an exam by NYU Shanghai administration, your instructor will decide how you 
will make up the exam. 
 
This attendance policy also applies for classes involving a field trip or other off-
campus visit. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at the agreed meeting point on 
time.  
 
There will be no adjustment of attendance records after the end of the semester. If you 
wish to contest a marked absence, you must do so before you leave Shanghai; if you 
think that there may be a discrepancy about your attendance in class on a given day, 
ask the NYU Shanghai academic staff to let you look at the attendance record. 

Submission of Late 
Work 

Written work due in class must be submitted during class time. 
 
Late work should be submitted in person to the Academic Assistant during regular 
office hours (9:30-6:00, Monday-Friday). The Academic Assistant will mark down the 
date and time of submission in the presence of the student. In the absence of the 
Academic Assistant, another member of the administrative staff can accept the work in 
person, following the same protocol.  
 
Work submitted within five weekdays will be penalized one portion of a grade for 
every day that it is late (so if it is late by one day, an assignment marked an “A” will be 
changed to an “A-,” and so on). Work submitted more than five days after the due date 
without an agreed extension will be given a zero. 
 
Please note that final essays must be submitted on time. 

Plagiarism Policy The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though 
they were one’s own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 
plagiarism.  
 
Students must retain an electronic copy of their work until final grades are posted on 
Albert. They must be prepared to supply an electronic copy if requested to do so by 
NYU Shanghai. Not submitting a copy of their work upon request will result in 
automatic failure in the assignment and possible failure in the class. Penalties for 
confirmed cases of plagiarism are set out in the Student Handbook. 

Required Text(s) A collection of articles and book extracts relating to the various classes throughout the 
semester can be purchased in the Academic Office, A309.  

Class 1  
 
 

Tues, 28th 
August 

Introduction to Journalism/ Reporting China: 
Introduction to the course. Discussion of basic principles of journalism, and issues and 
background related to international media coverage of China.   
+ 
Viewing of High Crimes in Shanghai – documentary film by Sylvie Levey. 
 
Assignment 1: First impressions of Shanghai (due 11th Sept) 
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Class 2 
 

Tues,4th Sep
tember 

What makes a good article? / Writing the China story: 
Students are asked to select and discuss a piece of journalism which they think is 
interesting, as part of a class discussion of different styles of writing. 
 
+ Journalist guest speaker (tbc) to discuss some of the issues involved in reporting 
from China and look at sample stories. 

Class 3 Tues,11th 
September 

News-writing workshop:  
Introduction to news-writing and its different styles and standards 
+ exercise designed to practice news-writing skills.  
 
Background Reading: Nick Davies, Flat Earth News (extracts from Class Reader) 
 
Assignment 2: News-writing exercise (due 25th Sept) 

Class 4 
 
 

Tues, 18th 
September 

Documentary Film-making in China:  
Screening of extracts from selected documentary films  
+  Q&A with documentary film maker 

Class 5 
 

Tues, 25th 
September 

Descriptive writing:  
Discussion of descriptive writing techniques, with reference to examples from class 
reader  
+ possible class trip 
 
Assignment 3: Descriptive writing exercise – describe a scene in Shanghai (due 
October 15th) 

Class 6 
 

Tues, 9th 
October 

Feature-writing and interview techniques: 
Introduction to basic styles and techniques, with references to examples from class 
reader, and interviewing exercise 
 
+ Individual feedback sessions on assignments 1 and 2 
 

Class 7 
 

Tues,16th 
October 

Feature-writing trip:  
The class will visit a location in Shanghai (details tbc) to conduct interviews and gather 
material as preparation for writing a feature story. 
 
Assignment 4: Short feature story (due October 30th) 

Class 8 
 

Tues, 23rd 

October 
TV Reporting in China:  
Discussion of the skills required for reporting television news from China, with 
viewing of TV clips + meeting with TV journalist guest speaker 
 

Class 9 
 

Tues, 30th 
October 

TV Writing Workshop:   
Workshop in which students will write and record their own TV news story, with the 
help of a professional guest editor  

Class 
10 
 

Tues, 6th 
November 

Radio Reporting in China: 
Discussion of radio reporting, and further general issues relating to foreign journalists 
in China, with radio journalist guest speaker  
 
Assignment 5: Essay: Reporting China – the issues and challenges for foreign 
journalists (with reference to books and articles in class reader) (due November 19th) 

Class 
11 
 

Tues, 13th 
November 

Introduction to the Chinese media 
Discussion of the development of China’s domestic media and its relevance to foreign 
reporting of China – with Chinese media guest speaker (and/or visit to media 
organization)  

Class 
12 

Tues, 20th 
November 

Profile Writing   + Introduction to profile writing and discussion of final 
assignment 
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Assignment 6, Profile writing – Students will conduct interviews and write a profile/ 
extended feature story based on the material they gather (due December 11th) 

Class 
13 
 

Tues, 27th 
November 

Book Reviews: 
Students will give individual class presentations on a book about China by a foreign 
journalist which they have read (books to be assigned earlier in the semester) 
 
+ Individual feedback sessions on assignments 4 & 5 

Class 
14 
 

Tues, 4th 
December 

Final Class – Summary of course / Individual discussions of progress on final 
assignment. 

Class 
15 
 

Tues 11th 
December 

No Class;  Final assignment – profile (in lieu of exam), due at 5:00 pm today in hard 
copy to the Academic Affairs Office. 

 


