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Instructor Contact 
Information 

Name: Jian-Jun Zhang 
Email: jjz1@nyu.edu 
Phone: 159.219.70005 
Office Hours: Wednesday, 12:00-1:00 PM 

Class Time Wednesday, 1:00-4:00 PM 
Course Description Photography is a rubbing of the world. Talbot, the English inventor in 1836, 

thought of photography as a “drawing which makes itself.”   
 
This class provides an introduction to the techniques of photography and ink 
impression as dual lenses to study contemporary Chinese society.   
 
Shanghai’s sprawling metropolis and interspersing antiquity offer a unique 
opportunity to document a foreign and fast-changing society.   
 
As a modern tool, photography has been the traditional medium that captures 
moment-to-moment insights, and will be heavily studied as an art form.   
 
Less known as a documentary tool, but no less powerful than photography, is 
the technique of ink impression. This traditional Chinese art form provides a 
new way of capturing the city by using Chinese ink to create impressions of 
solid objects. 
 
In the studio, students are required to critique the works of peers, works of their 
own, and images sourced from current exhibitions of Chinese contemporary 
photography.   
 
Outside the studio, the group will examine major historical movements in 
contemporary photography. The works of iconic photographers who explored 
the city are selected to provide framework and vocabulary to articulate students’ 
own photographic investigations.   
 
Students will take on personal projects using photography, ink impression, or a 
combination of both media. 
 
This unit is subject to adjustments depending on the availability of guest 
speakers and other factors.   

Course Objectives Obtain an understanding of the aesthetics and basic technical and theoretical 
processes that are involved in photography and ink impression. 

Grading 
Components 

Class Discussion and Participation: 20% 
Assignments: 40% 
Final Project: 40% 

Grading 
Expectations 

A: Excellent performance showing a thorough knowledge and understanding 
of the topics of the course; all work includes clear, logical explanations, 
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insight, and original thought and reasoning.   
B: Good performance with general knowledge and understanding of the 
topics; all work includes general analysis and coherent explanations showing 
some independent reasoning, reading and research.  
C: Satisfactory performance with some broad explanation and reasoning; the 
work will typically demonstrate an understanding of the course on a basic 
level.  
D: Passable performance showing a general and superficial understanding of 
the course’s topics; work lacks satisfactory insight, analysis or reasoned 
explanations. 
F: Unsatisfactory performance in all assessed criteria. 

Required Activities Field trips conducted during class times, and well as gallery & museum visits 
and other field trips out of class as required. 

Suggested 
Activities 

Optional and suggested trips and events will be discussed throughout the 
semester. 

Instructor 
Introduction 

Jian-Jun Zhang is an artist that lives and works in both New York and 
Shanghai, and has been teaching art at NYU since 1997. He exhibits 
worldwide, with recent museum shows in the United States, Europe, Beijing 
and Shanghai. Zhang utilizes his experience living in Chinese and Western 
cultures to create multimedia artwork that integrates this unique outlook. His 
art class has the ability to negotiate cultural differences and therefore creates 
a pan-global outcome. He has been an Assistant Director & Head of the 
Curatorial Department of the Shanghai Art Museum, and participated in the 
International Curatorial Program at MoMA in NY.  

Attendance Policy NYU Shanghai has a strict policy about course attendance that allows no 
unexcused absences. Each unexcused absence will result in the deduction of 
three percentage points from the final grade. More than two unexcused absences 
will result in failure of the course.  
 
Students should contact their instructors to catch up on missed work but should 
not approach them for excused absences. All absence requests and excuses must 
follow the application procedure directions here: 
https://wikis.nyu.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=30017155 
 
Students are expected to arrive to class promptly both at the start of class and 
after breaks. Arriving more than 10 minutes late or leaving more than 10 
minutes early can be considered an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences 
from exams are not permitted and will result in failure of the exam. If you are 
granted an excused absence from an exam by NYU Shanghai administration, 
your instructor will decide how you will make up the exam. 
 
This attendance policy also applies for classes involving a field trip or other off-
campus visit. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at the agreed meeting 
point on time.  
 
There will be no adjustment of attendance records after the end of the semester. 
If you wish to contest a marked absence, you must do so before you leave 
Shanghai; if you think that there may be a discrepancy about your attendance in 
class on a given day, ask the NYU Shanghai academic staff to let you look at the 
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attendance record. 
Submission of Late 
Work 

Written work due in class must be submitted during class time. 
 
Late work should be submitted in person to the Academic Assistant during 
regular office hours (9:30-6:00, Monday-Friday). The Academic Assistant will 
mark down the date and time of submission in the presence of the student. In the 
absence of the Academic Assistant, another member of the administrative staff 
can accept the work in person, following the same protocol.  
 
Work submitted within five weekdays will be penalized one portion of a grade 
for every day that it is late (so if it is late by one day, an assignment marked an 
“A” will be changed to an “A-,” and so on). Work submitted more than five 
days after the due date without an agreed extension will be given a zero. 
 
Please note that final essays must be submitted on time. 

Plagiarism Policy The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as 
though they were one’s own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, 
constitutes an act of plagiarism.  
 
Students must retain an electronic copy of their work until final grades are 
posted on Albert. They must be prepared to supply an electronic copy if 
requested to do so by NYU Shanghai. Not submitting a copy of their work upon 
request will result in automatic failure in the assignment and possible failure in 
the class. Penalties for confirmed cases of plagiarism are set out in the Student 
Handbook. 

Required Text(s) While there is no specific text for this unit, the following texts are strongly 
recommended: 
London, Stone, Upton. Photography. 9th Ed. Prentice Hall, 2007 (or later 
edition). 
Adobe Creative Team. Adobe Photoshop Classroom in a Book. (for the CS 
version you have on your computer) 

Class 1 
Wednesday,  
August 29th  

 
Lecture:   Introduction to the Unit 

 Equipment requirements 
 Digital or film? 
 Ink impression 
 Lecture: Photography and Ink Impression 
 Available facilities / Resources 
 Basic camera: Exposure/Aperture/Speed/Depth 

  
Discussion:  First impressions of Shanghai 

 Visual aspect 
 Cultural aspects 
 Light/design 

 
Assignment:  Explore and photograph Shanghai by looking at street 

scenes and people that highlight cultural differences 
between China and the West. Choose 5 images to show 
in class. Due in two classes. 
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Class 2 
Saturday, September 
8th 

 
Field Trip:  Shanghai Contemporary Art Fair 
 
Assignment:   Choose a photographer from either MoMA.org, icp.org, 

metmuseum.org, or Aperture.org and select 2 of their 
works for discussion. Include the photographer’s 
biography and relate his/her style to your own work. 
Due next week. 

 
Class 3 
Wednesday, 
September 12th  

 
Discussion/Crit:  Critique your images and those of your peers. Discuss 

how they represent people and places of Shanghai, 
including how the images convey the feeling of the 
scenes they capture. Simple Photoshop techniques will 
be demonstrated on these images. 

 
Discussion/Crit:  Talk about your chosen photographer and their images: 

why you selected this work, and give an introduction to 
the photographer and their work. 

 
Assignment:  Lights of Shanghai. Continue photographic exploration 

of street scenes and people as a reflection of the city and 
style. Pay attention to exposure, composition, color, etc.  
Choose 5 images to show in class. Due in two classes. 

 
Class 4 
Wednesday, 
September 19th 

 
Field Trip:  Gallery visit at M50 area. Meet with photography 

gallerists. 
                 
Assignment:  Continue Lights of Shanghai. Due next class. 
 

Class 5 
Wednesday, 
September 26th  

 
Discussion/Crit:  Group critique of Lights of Shanghai photo assignment. 
  
Discussion:  Basic Camera 2 – Motion 
 
Assignment:  Motion: Take photographs considering Motion. Think 

of Motion as physical movement and as a reflection of 
society’s movement. Choose 5 images to show in class. 
Due next class. 

 
Class 6 
Wednesday, October 
10th 

 
Discussion/Crit:  Group critique of Motion photo assignment. 
  
Discussion:  Abstraction. 
 
Guest Lecture: Ms. MA, Nan. Photoshop demonstration. 
 
Assignment:  Abstraction: Take photographs considering Abstraction. 

Think of Abstraction as shape, line, and composition; 
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through reality to abstraction. Choose 5 images to show 
in class. Due next class. 

 
Class 7 
Wednesday, October 
17th 

 
Discussion / Crit:  Group critique of Abstraction photo assignment.   
 
 Guest Lecture: Ms. MA, Nan. Photoshop demonstration, and class 

work on Photoshop. 
 
Assignment:  Take your photographs from previous assignments and 

change the image with Photoshop. Choose 5 before and 
after images to show in class. Due next class.  

 
Class 8 
Wednesday, October 
24th  

 
Discussion / Crit:  Group critique of Photoshop photo assignment.   
 
Guest Lecture:  Ms. MA, Nan: Ink impression and demonstration. 

 
Assignment:  Create 2 ink impressions. Due in two classes. 
 

  
Class 9 
Wednesday, October 
31st 

 
Field trip:  Visit old Shanghai ShiKuMen housing complex, 

photography and ink impression on site with guest 
lecturer Ms. MA, Nan. 

 
Assignment:  Shoot 5 photographs and create 2 ink impressions of the 

site. Due next week. 
 
Assignment:  Prepare ideas for Final Project: “Art in Translation: 

Shanghai.” Due next class. 
 

Class 10 
Wednesday, 
November 7th 

 
Lecture:  Mr. LUO, Yong Jin, well-known photographer. 

“Contemporary Photography and Techniques” 
 
Discussion / Crit:  Group critique of ink impression and ShiKuMen photo 

assignment.   
 
Discussion / Crit: Group discussion of final project. Work on Final 

Projects in class with individual help. 
 
Assignment:  Work on Final Project. 

 
Class 11 
Wednesday, 
November 14th 

 
Field Trip:  Visit Museum for Shanghai Biennale. 
 
Assignment:  Continue Final Project. 
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Class 12 
Wednesday, 
November 21st 

 
Discussion / Crit:  Work on Final Projects with individual help. Get ready 

to print. Arrange for professional printing studio during 
the week. 

 
Assignment:  Complete Final Project for installation/exhibition. 
  

Class 13 
Wednesday, 
November 28th  

 
Exhibition:  Installation of Final Projects and Exhibition Opening. 

 
Class 14 
Wednesday, 
December 5th  

 
Field Trip:  Visit Museums and Galleries. 
 

Final Exam 
Wednesday, 
December 12th  

There will be no exam for this unit. 
Take down exhibition. We will meet for final wrap-up of class during 
regularly scheduled class time.  

 


