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Class code ART-UE 9301 

Instructor Details Barbora Mrázková 

baramraz@email.cz & bm84@nyu.edu +420 777 241 719  

Meetings before and after class and by arrangement via email. 

Class Details Introduction to Photography – SPRING 2015 

Tuesday, Thursday   

Section 1: 1.30- 2.50 pm  

Section 2: 4.30- 5.50 pm 

Plus hours in dark-rooms 

Location to be confirmed.  

Prerequisites No previous knowledge of photography needed. 

Class Description The course is focused on photography as an art and photography as a means of communication. 
It includes aspects of history and the theory of photography and practical photographic educa-
tion of classic analog/wet darkroom process — i.e. black and white photographic image making 
and printing. The goal is to develop a new way of seeing through the viewfinder of the camera 
and to hone critical thinking about photography. This course aims to teach students to expe-
rience the photographic works of art and reflect on that experience. Importance is laid on stu-
dents’ understanding of the photographic image as a means of expressing an individual artistic 
attitude towards the world.  

Classroom time will be comprised of slide lectures (about the history and theory of photog-
raphy), instruction in darkrooms, demonstrations of how the camera works, presentation of stu-
dents’ photographic projects, group discussions and critiques and field trips to photographic ex-
hibitions and their interpretations.  

Classes are scheduled twice a week plus students’ free time spent in the darkroom. However, 
please note that this syllabus is subject to change depending on how the darkroom works pro-
gress. 

Desired Outcomes At the end of the semester, the student should be able to: 

Demonstrate a basic level of knowledge of the history of photography. 

Understand the basic components and operation of the camera. 

Properly expose and develop black and white film. 

Make black and white photographic prints. 

Use basic formal principles of image composition and design elements. 

Understand photography as a form of visual communication, as a tool to express student ideas and 
concepts. 

Develop an ability to critically respond to and analyze contemporary artworks as well as think criti-
cally about the subject matter of his/her work. 
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Assessment Compo-
nents 

Attendance, class participation, group critique               20% 

Photographic projects                                                           45% 

Two thematic papers                                                             10% 

Mid-term test                                                                          10% 

Final test                                                                                   15% 

Students are expected to make: 

Four photographic projects. 

-  Documentary series (6 prints minimum)  

-  Portrait or Self-portrait (6 prints minimum) 

- Still life (6 prints minimum) 

- Exhibition project (free theme, free number of images) 

Each project will be handed in with annotation (short interpretation of the theme, 2-3 paragraph). 

Two exhibition review papers (2 pages minimum each). 

Midterm and final test (in-class written tests on history/theory, technology and technics of pho-
tography. 

The due dates of two exhibition review papers will be given during the semester. 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  

Assessment Expecta-
tions 

Grade A:  Excellent work. Meets all of the course requirements and performs at a level far above the 
average. Demonstrates active participation in group critiques. Written work shows observant and criti-
cal approach to the subject. Photographic projects are visibly outstanding (technical excellence, crea-
tive use of formal elements, interesting subject meter and intellectual content, imaginative work re-
garding your idea, excellent presentation).  

Grade B:  Very good work.   

Grade C:  Satisfactory work. 

Grade D:  Passable work. 

Grade F:  Fails to meet the requirements. 

Grade conversion A=94-100, A-=90-93, B+=87-89, B=84-86, B-=80-83, C+=77-79, C=74-76, C-=70-73, D+=67-69, D=65-66, 
F=below 65 

Attendance Policy Absences only for medical reasons and for religious observance will be excused. To obtain an 
excused absence, you are obliged to supply either a doctor’s note or corroboration of your 
illness by a member of the housing staff (either an RA or a Building Manager).  To be excused 
for religious observance, you must contact the instructor and the Associate Director via e-mail 
one week in advance of the holiday. Your absence is excused for the holiday only and does not 
include days of travel associated with the holiday. Unexcused absences will be penalized with a 
two percent deduction from your final course grade for every week of classes missed. 
 

Late Submission of 
Work 

Late assignment must be brought to my attention before submission. 
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Plagiarism Policy According to the Liberal Studies Program Student Handbook, plagiarism is defined as follows: 

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as though it were one’s own. More specifically plagia-
rism is to present as one’s own a sequence of words quoted without quotation marks from another 
writer, a paraphrased passage from another writer’s work; facts or ideas gathered, organized and 
reported by someone else, orally and/or in writing. Since plagiarism is a matter of fact, not of the 
student’s intention, it is crucial that acknowledgment of the sources be accurate and complete. Even 
where there is no conscious intention to deceive, the failure to make appropriate acknowledgment 
constitutes plagiarism. 

The College of Arts and Science’s Academic Handbook defines plagiarism similarly and also specifies 
the following: 

“presenting an oral report drawn without attribution from other sources (oral or written), writing a 
paragraph which, despite being in different words, expresses someone else’s idea without a refer-
ence to the source of the idea, or submitting essentially the same paper in two different courses 
(unless both teachers have given their permission in advance). 

Receiving help on a take-home examination or quiz is also cheating – and so is giving that help – un-
less expressly permitted by the teacher (as in collaborative projects). While all this looks like a lot to 
remember, all you need to do is give credit where it is due, take credit only for original ideas, and 
ask your teacher or advisor when in doubt.” 

“Penalties for plagiarism range from failure for a paper, failure for the course or dismissal from the 
university.” (Liberal Studies Program Student Handbook) 

Required Text(s) Required texts are included in the Course Reader and Handbook available in the library. More texts 
will be given during semester. 

Supplemental 
Texts(s) (not required 
to purchase as  copies 
are in NYU-P Library) 

 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 

 

Additional Required 
Equipment  

Student will need: 

- A film (not digital) 35 mm single lens reflex camera, that can be either manually or semi automati-
cally adjusted and should have a built-in light meter. Bring the instruction manual if you have it. 
Lens can be fixed focal 50mm or wider, or any kind of zoom. There is a possibility of buying a se-
cond hand camera in Prague (approximate cost 100$). 

- Black&white films and photographic papers (all of these in Prague, this topic will be covered in 
class in detail, please do not purchase any of these materials until advised. 

Session 1 
Tuesday, Feb 3 

Overview of the course: information on the program, syllabus, course materials. Students cameras 
viewed. Darkroom equipment viewed.  

Session 2 
Thursday, Feb 5 

Field trip to Škoda Photography Store, Vodičkova Str.37, Prague 1 

Session 3 
Tuesday, 
Feb 10 

Lecture: Camera basics and an introduction to exposure (Film speed, Aperture, Shutter speed). 
Reader pp. 17-69 

Demonstration: Developing b/w negative, chemistry, enlarger, contrast and density. Reader pp. 
227-255. 

Session 4 
Thursday, 
Feb 12 

Lecture: Seeing photographs (Content, Composition) 
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Session 5 
Tuesday, Feb 17 

Developing students’ negatives in darkroom. 

Session 6 
Thursday, Feb 19 

Printing students' photographs in darkroom.  

Basic darkroom work (Test prints, Contact sheets). Reader pp. 261-325. 

Session 7 
Tuesday, Feb 24 

Printing students’ photographs in darkroom. 

Full prints. Reader pp. 261-325. 

Session 8 
Thursday, Feb 26 

Printing students’ photographs in darkroom. 

Advanced darkroom techniques. Reader pp. 261-325. 

Session 9 
Tuesday, March 3 

Lecture: The invention of photography. 

The basic camera regimes and its effect on structure of the image. 

Printing in darkroom apart from scheduled class time. 

Session 10 
Thursday, March 6 

Basic principles of photography (Analog/Digital photography). 

Aperture, shutter speed and depth of field. Focus and depth of field. Reader pp. 35-69. 

Session 11 
Tuesday, March 10 

Lecture: Early Photography 

Session 12 
Thursday,  
 March 12 

Field trip (Photographic exhibition). 

Session 13 
Tuesday, 
March 17 

Lecture: Documentary photography part 1. 

Session 14 
Thursday, 
March 19 

Mid-term test: on history, theory of photography, on technology (darkroom) and technics (camera 
basics and exposure) of photography. Test is based on lectures and instructions held in Intro to 
Photo class. 

Group critique. Presentation of Photo Project⌗1: Documentary series (6 prints minimum), annota-
tion 

Session 15 
Tuesday, 
March 24 

Lecture: Documentary photography part 2. 

Session 16 
Thursday, 
March 26 

Guest lecture: Doc. Filip Láb, PhD.: On possibilities of photography in view of its latest technical de-
velopments. 

Session 17 
Tuesday,  
March 31 

Lecture: Photography connected to portrait/self-portrait. 

Session 18 
Thursday, 
 April 2 

Lecture: Photography and postmodernism. 

Lecture: Exposure, metering, zone system. Reader pp. 151-187 

Spring Break 
April 6-10 
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Session 19 
Tuesday, 
April 14 

Printing in darkroom: special techniques, manipulated photography. Reader pp. 341-365 

Session 20 
Thursday, 
April 16 

Group critique. Presentation of Photo Project⌗2: Portrait/Self-portrait series (6 prints minimum), 
annotation 

Session 21 
Tuesday, 
April 21 

Field trip (Photographic exhibition). 

Session 22 
Thursday, 
April 23 

Lecture: Modernism and avantgarde photography. 

Session 23 
Tuesday, 
April 28 

Lecture: The major types of cameras. Reader pp. 79-95 

Overview of students' photographs for Exhibition (free theme, free number of pictures). 

Session 24 
Thursday, 
April 30 

Students' Photographs Exhibition– Overview, retouching, mounting, framing (from 11 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m.). Opening at 6 p.m. The whole campus is invited to the opening. 

Session 25 
Tuesday, 
May 5 

Lecture: Contemporary Photography 

Discussion: Photography, its role and position in contemporary art and art reflection. 

Session 26 
Thursday, 
May 7 

Guest lecture: MgA.Jiří Thýn: Presentation of Jiří Thýn’s artworks.  

Session 27 
Tuesday, 
May 12 

Group critique. Presentation of Photo Project⌗3: Still-life series (6 prints minimum), annotation. 

Session 28 
Thursday, 
May 14 (last day of 
classes) 

Lecture: Lens focal length, lenses. Reader pp. 103-137 

Presentation of Barbora Mrázková’s artwork. 

Session 29 
Tuesday, 
May 19 
Final exam  

Final test on history, theory, technology (darkroom) and technical mastery (camera basics and ex-
posure) of photography. The test is based on lectures and instructions as well as information re-
ceived by the students through reading the Readers and the Handbook.  

Session 30 
Thursday, 
May 21 
Final exam 

Individual Reviews 

Classroom Etiquette  

Required Co-
curricular Activities 

 

Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 
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