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NYU Paris 
CAT-UF 9301 001 
City as text: Paris 

Dominant and contested claims on place and narratives of belonging in Paris 

Instructor Information 
● Dr. Anna Lesne 
● Office hours: Tuesday 12-3pm 
● annalesne@nyu.edu 

Course Information 
● CAT-UF 9301 001 
● City as Text 
● “City as Text” is a rigorous, 4-credit seminar designed to introduce you to your study 

away environment through an intensive academic program of cultural preparation and 
local immersion. The city is considered as a text to be “read” through experience, 
structured observation and self-reflection, while developing an understanding of the 
social, cultural, political and economic context of the site. Discussions on the key 
concept of “place” provide a theoretical framework for the course. Faculty-led critical 
excursions are accompanied by scholarly readings that examine the historical and 
contemporary character of the city from interdisciplinary perspectives. This will prepare 
you for faculty guided independent fieldwork and research experiences, which will 
strengthen your ability to analyze and interpret your surrounding environment. You will 
practice developing research questions connected to place and reflecting your 
concentration and particular interests. You will then take advantage of the city as a rich 
resource for academic research and critical inquiry.  
Throughout this course, we will pay attention to the way dominant narratives and 
meanings attached to Paris have been and are produced, which define who and what 
belongs in this place, but we will also examine contested practices and meanings 
produced by the less powerful and their alternate viewpoints and experiences in Paris. 
We will try to hear the polyphony behind the dominant narrative. 

● Monday, 4-7pm 
○ Room 601 

Course Overview and Goals 
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Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
● Understand theoretical conceptions of place. 
● Develop an interdisciplinary understanding of the local, regional, national, and global 

forces that have shaped the character of the city. 
● Engage the cultural and social practices of the city through firsthand experiences. 
● Advance research skills and sharpen ability to analyze and interpret the surrounding 

environment. 
● Develop a nuanced understanding of a multiplicity of perspectives on Paris, including 

their own perception of the city and what influences it. 

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 
As this course is taught as a seminar, your active, informed, and thoughtful participation is 
expected. The success of this course is dependent upon students’ preparedness to engage with 
the course material and ability to connect course material to their experiences. In other words, 
the success of this course depends on you. Small groups will be asked to take responsibility for 
mediating class discussion. The quality of your responses to other students’ projects and 
contributions will also be taken into account in the assessment of your participation. 

Assigned Readings 
Assigned readings will be available on the class blog (PDF or links) in “Prompts and 
Resources”. All assigned readings must be completed before class at the latest, and usually at 
least a day prior, when the weekly assignment is due: deadlines will be clearly indicated each 
week. Please come to class ready to participate in the discussion. Failure to do so will lower 
your class participation grade and overall performance in the class. 

Fieldwork and Research Notebook 
You will all keep an online Fieldwork and Research Notebook, a digital journal in which you will 
gather notes on class discussions and readings, responses to questions on assigned readings 
and short reflective writing assignments, observations from everyday experience and critical 
excursions, ideas and methods for research assignments. It will take the form of a Google 
document that you will regularly update, once a week or more. See the guidelines on the 
dedicated page on our class blog. This Google doc will be shared with me. I will be able to 
follow the progress of your research, and give you regular feedback. 

Questions and prompts, due dates and average expected length of short reflective writing 
assignments will be indicated each week on the class blog in “Prompts and Resources”. 

Unless otherwise noted, assignments are due on Sunday at 5pm. 
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“Through the lens” Assignment 
This assignment will allow you to approach your experiential study of place through the lens of 
your Concentration. It will be associated with a critical excursion (Week 6) and/or an event (“La 
Nuit Blanche”) that I encourage all students to participate in, and in particular CCP and ATM 
students. You will either further investigate a site we worked on as a group, Les Halles, 
developing a topic, research question and method of analysis consistent with your 
concentration, or examine critically an event that resonates well with our interests in this class—
once again from a perspective that reflects your chosen field. You may work in pairs for this 
assignment. You will present your research in class on Week 8 (Pecha Kucha or creative 
project) and submit a 1500-word paper. Precise guidelines and objectives for this project will be 
available on the class blog. 

Final Project 
For your final project, you will develop a place-based research topic that draws on the 
knowledge (readings and theoretical discussions) and skills strengthened in this course, and 
that reflects your academic interests and choice of concentration. You will be asked to present, 
by Nov. 17 in your Notebook, one or several ideas to be discussed in an individual meeting with 
your instructor, then write a one-page proposal by Nov. 20, including at least two secondary 
sources. Three pages will be due on Nov. 29. The project will be presented in class on Dec. 9. 
The 2500-word final paper will be due on Dec. 12. Precise guidelines and objectives for this 
project will be available on the class blog. 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 
Class participation 10% 
Critical excursions attendance and 
participation 10% 

Fieldwork and Research Notebook 20% 
“Through the lens” assignment including 
presentation in class 25% 

Final Project, with proposal and 
presentation in class 35% 

Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Description 

A 16-20 Outstanding 



Page 4 

Letter Grade Points Description 

A- 15 Excellent 

B+ 14 Very Good  

B 13 Good 

B- 12 Satisfactory 

C+ 11 Above Average 

C 10 Average 

C- 9 Below Average 

D+ 8 Unsatisfactory 

D 7 Low Pass 

D- 6 Low Pass 

F 5 Fail 

 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Week 1, Sept. 2 

Introduction. Place 
and your academic 
interests. 
Short critical 
excursion: map 
reading and 
observation. 

Tim Cresswell, Place: An 
Introduction, 2014, Chap. 
1, “Defining place” + 
Watch a video produced 
by former GLS juniors in 
Paris (link in email) 

Bring your computer 
to create your digital 
“Fieldwork and 
research notebook” 
and access the class 
blog. 

Week 2, Sept. 9 

UNIT 1: 
NARRATIVES OF 
WALKING 
EXPERIENCES. 
Spatial narratives in 
the Latin Quarter. 

Allyson Nadia Field, 
“Expatriate Lifestyle as 
Tourist Destination: The 
Sun Also Rises and 
Experiential Travelogues 
of the Twenties,” The 

Reflection in your 
notebook on how 
you perceived the 
Latin Quarter prior to 
assigned reading, 
and sources of your 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 
Critical excursion + 
Post-walk reflection, 
introduction to 
StoryMap and variety 
of themes for your 
narratives. 

Hemingway Review, Vol. 
25, N°2, Spring 2006. 
+ David Pascal, “The 
Latin Quarter of Paris; 
One Street There Is Only 
Two Blocks Long, but Is 
Both A Barometer of the 
Times and Reminder of 
the Past,” New York 
Times, Feb. 23, 1964 
(original layout through 
TimesMachine) + Amy 
Thomas, “36 Hours on 
the Left Bank, Paris,” 
NYT, July 19, 2016. 

representations + 
questions on 
assigned readings. 
See “Prompts and 
Resources” on class 
blog. 

Week 3, Sept. 16 

The flâneur: walking 
to read “the city as 
text.” Walking and 
the construction of an 
urban identity. 
‘Psychogeography’ 
and other variations 
on the flâneur. 
Your storyMaps. 

Compiled texts on the 
flâneur, audio-walks and 
“drifting” practices 
(available on the class 
blog). 

Create a StoryMap 
to present your 
spatial narrative on 
the Latin Quarter. 

Week 4, Sept. 23 

Walking while… 
The traditional 
flâneur as a wealthy 
white man; “walker” 
versus “voyeur” (de 
Certeau). Walking 
and self-reflection: 
reading oneself and 
others in a place. 
Ethics of observation 
and research on 
human subjects. 

Read Garnette Cadogan 
(2016), “Walking while 
black”. 
https://lithub.com/walking-
while-black/ 
+ selected pages in Jon 
Anderson, Understanding 
Cultural Geography: 
Places and Traces, 2015, 
chap.14. 

A few days before 
class, go for a walk 
on Rue du Faubourg 
Saint-Denis. Read 
the guidelines 
carefully before 
going. Share your 
pictures before class 
in the Google Drive 
folder. You will 
comment your 
pictures, notes and 
impressions in class. 

Week 5, Sept. 30 

UNIT 2: MAPPING 
INEQUALITIES AND 
CLAIMS ON SPACE 
 
Paris in the larger 
picture. Lessons from 
geography; 
demographics, 
economy. 

Read Tim Marshall, 
Prisoners of Geography: 
Ten Maps That Tell You 
Everything You Need To 
Know About Global 
Politics, 2015, chapter 4: 
“Western Europe” 
+ “Paris Region Key 
figures”  

Reading questions 
on class blog. 

Co-curricular 
activity, option 1.  

The city through art and 
art through the city: not 

A short list of critical 
essays and journalistic 

This event can be 
the basis for your 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 
Oct. 5 evening/night  to be missed in 

particular by ATM and 
CCP students, the ‘Nuit 
Blanche’ is an all-night 
arts event “reclaiming” 
the streets of Paris, 
offering Parisians and 
visitors to walk and re-
discover the city 
through art, featuring a 
contemporary art 
parade through the city, 
dozens of installations 
and performances, an 
art running route 
through museums, a 
large cycling path with 
light and sound 
installations on a 
portion of the “périph’”, 
at the border between 
Paris and the suburbs. 

sources is available on 
the class blog. Choose 
and complete with your 
own readings. 

“Through the lens” 
project. An 
opportunity to gather 
rich multimedia 
material (photo, 
video, recordings of 
short interviews) and 
a great object for 
critical analysis. 
See prompt on the 
class blog. 

Week 6, Oct. 7 

Cross-class 
encounters; 
public/private space; 
“legitimate culture,” 
subcultures and 
transgression; 
center/periphery: 
observations in situ 
at le Palais Royal, 
Galerie Véro-Dodat 
and the new Halles. 
Critical excursion. 

Selected pages from 
Cresswell, Place: An 
Introduction, see class 
blog. 

Follow-up reflective 
writing due on Oct. 8 
on notebook. See 
prompt on the class 
blog.  
The visit to Les 
Halles can be the 
basis for your 
“Through the lens” 
project. See 
guidelines on the 
class blog. 

Week 7, Oct. 14 

Socio-economic 
inequalities in Paris 
and the right to the 
city. Theoretical 
discussion + 
Small group work on 
“Through the lens” 
assignment 

David Harvey, “The Right 
to the City,” New Left 
Review, 53 (2008): 23-40 
+ Document available on 
class blog. 

Response paper on 
notebook: see 
questions on the 
class blog. 

Co-curricular activity 
option 2. Oct. 15, 
12pm (tell me asap 
if you have another 
class at that time) 

Visit of the Pavillon 
de l’Arsenal; maps on 
“Paris, a city in the 
making” and 
photographic 
archives. 
Paris/suburbs 
dichotomy and “le 

Browse the website 
http://www.pavillon-
arsenal.com/en/ 
and the videos they 
publish online 
http://www.pavillon-
arsenal.com/en/videos/ 

On site, find sources 
that can be useful 
for your “Through 
the lens” project in 
the permanent 
exhibition, library or 
archives. See 
guidelines on the 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 
Grand Paris” class blog. 

Week 8, Oct. 21 

Through the lens 
Presentations in 
class (Pecha Kucha 
or creative project) 
+ discussion on EXL 
and your placement 

 

Through the lens 
assignment due. 
Guidelines on the 
class blog. 

Oct. 21, 7:15pm. 
MAKE UP CLASS 
for DEC. 2 (replaced 
by individual 
meetings) 

EXL conference: The 
third sector in France 
and the US. 
Guest speaker: Edith 
Archambault. 

Edith Archambault, 
“French Civil Society: 
Historical Background, 
Present position and 
Major issues”, 2018 
https://halshs.archives-
ouvertes.fr/halshs-
01956757/document 

 

FALL BREAK  
Oct. 28-Nov. 3    

Week 9, Nov. 4 

UNIT 3: FINDING 
ONE’S PLACE IN 
PARIS 
Sense of place and 
identity in Belleville. 
Critical excursion 

“Belleville narratives” 
available on the class 
blog. 

Post walk 
assignment: prompt 
on the class blog. 

Week 10, Nov. 11 is 
a holyday. MAKE 
UP class: Nov.19, 
7pm (tell me asap if 
you have another 
class at that time) 

Oral history: home 
and/in exile. 
Guest speaker: a 
refugee journalist. 

Selected pages from 
Donald Ritchie, The 
Oxford Handbook of Oral 
Histories, 2011  
+ Watch at least one oral 
history documentary (see 
class blog) 

Reflection in 
notebook on 
possibilities of 
interviewing in your 
research project. 

Week 11, Nov. 18 

Short class session 
on interviewing for a 
research project + 
individual meetings to 
discuss ideas for final 
project 

Selected pages from 
Bonnie Sunstein and 
Elizabeth Chiseri-
Strater, Fieldworking: 
Reading and Writing 
Research, 2014. 

*Submit one or 
several ideas for 
final project by Nov. 
17 
*One page proposal 
due on Nov. 20. 
See guidelines on 
class blog.  

Week 12, Nov. 25 

Wrap-up. Discussion 
on narrating traveling 
and living abroad. 
Your significant 
experiences in Paris 
and France. Home in 
Paris: places, 
objects, habits, 
people. Soon a new 

Telling narratives of 
experiences in places “far 
from home”: selected 
pages from literary texts. 

Final project: three 
pages due on Nov. 
29. See guidelines 
on class blog. 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 
dimension to your 
experience: working 
in France. 

Week 13, Dec. 2 

UNIT 4: FINAL 
PROJECTS 
No class, individual 
meetings to discuss 
your project 

  

Week 14, Dec. 9 

Five-minute 
presentations and 
discussion on your 
final projects 

 
Prepare a five-
minute presentation 
of your final project. 

Week 15, no class 
on Dec. 16. 
Replaced by 
session on Dec. 10 

Finding one’s place 
through participation 
and civic 
engagement: cooking 
for people in need 
with a refugee chef. 

Brief presentation on 
“Recettes Nomades” 

Final papers due on 
Dec. 12. 

Course Materials 

Resources 
● Access your course materials: all articles and resources will be listed and available on 

the class blog (links or PDF) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
• Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even 
a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure 
the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, 
and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the 
student’s final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students are 
responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a 
course may result in harsher penalties including failure. 

http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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• Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: unexcused absences will be penalized 
with a 2% deduction from the students’ final course grade. 

• Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 
discretion of the Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, 
students must provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up 
without a doctor’s note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled 
class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday 
only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. 
Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in 
advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are 
scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Associate Director, in coordination with the 
instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly to notify them. 

Late Assignment 
Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 
emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 
classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 
though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of 
others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products 
that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

 a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 
 an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
 the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others 

as  though it were one’s own 
 submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project 

which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 
 altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 
forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-
guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 
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Disability Disclosure Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 
information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 
to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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