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NYU Paris 

ANTH-UA9900/ 

IDSEM-UG9351 
Anthropological Perspectives on Multicultural France 

 

Instructor Information 

● Professor Beth Epstein 

● Office hours by appointment 

● beth.epstein@nyu.edu 

Course Information 

● ANTH-UA9900/ IDSEM-UG9351  

● Anthropological Perspectives on Multicultural France 

 

● France is where the French live, but who are the French?  Frequently described as a 

culturally homogeneous nation, France is one of the most important immigrant receiving 

countries in Europe.  In this course we consider this paradox in an effort to understand 

the diversity of the country’s make-up as well as the ideologies and institutions that have 

succeeded, or not, in making others French. Conflicts and controversies of the past 40 

years, that include the rise of the extreme right, the problem of the disadvantaged 

suburbs, the question of Islamic headscarves and more, have pushed these questions to 

the forefront of the country’s domestic agenda.  Looking historically and across several 

case studies, we ask both what an anthropological perspective can bring to these 

questions as well as what the French example can add to our understandings of culture, 

diversity, and race.  Conducted in English.  

 

● Tues / Thurs. 11:00-12:30 

● Classroom TBA 

Course Overview and Goals 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 

● Learn about diversity issues in France in their contemporary political, social, and 

economic contexts; 
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● Learn about French colonial and immigration history as means for better understanding 

the present day; 

● Use the French case to think critically and reflexively about how social, cultural, and 

racial categories are used in contemporary multicultural discourse; 

● Acquire understanding of anthropological modes of inquiry and their bearing on 

contemporary social questions.  

Course Requirements 

Class participation (class participation, discussion leadership & directed reading/response 

papers); 15%  

 Class participation (class participation, discussion  

 Discussion leadership: Each student is responsible for leading discussion on assigned 

readings; he/she should summarize the main points and raise one to two questions for 

discussion.  

 Directed reading questions: Students are to prepare responses to questions on 

designated readings, due in class the day the reading is due (see class schedule). Each 

student must hand in a total of 3 out of 4 directed reading assignments.  

 Review essay on visit to the MNHI, 5-7 pages.  Due Thursday, 10/4; papers must be in 

my box or sent via email by 17h on date due; 20% 

 Mid-term exam, 10/16; 20%  

 Research project: Students are to conduct research on a relevant topic in consultation 

with the professor (individual meetings will be set up for week 4).  This work is to be 

written up in a 5-7 page paper, or, in lieu of the final exam, as a more extensive research 

paper (12-15 pages).  All students will present their work in class as an oral report (10 

mins) in weeks 11, 12, 13; 20%  

 Final exam &/or final papers due, 12/11; 25%  

Letter Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

 

Letter Grade Description 

A 
Outstanding to Excellent: Work that is well argued and 
structured, that considers and seeks to move beyond 
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Letter Grade Description 

arguments developed in class and in the readings, that 
makes good use of evidence, that shows originality, particular 
flair or insight. 

B 

Very Good to Satisfactory: Work that takes up the key 
issues and debates, that makes good points or questions, but 
which does not show a good sense of argument or structure, 
which does not consider adequately the evidence, and/or 
which is weak on independent thinking or originality. 
 

C 

Average to Below Average: Work which may raise some 
interesting questions but which remains superficial, 
undeveloped, or poorly structured, and/or shows insufficient 
grasp of the subject matter.  
 

D 

Poor: Work which presents incorrect or confused information, 
which is poorly written and structured, which pays no 
attention to form or academic convention (appropriate use of 
quotes and citations, etc.) 
 

F 

Fail: Any work that is plagiarized, not submitted, completely 
off-subject and/or that shows no effort, will receiving a failing 
grade. 
 

 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic 
Reading 

Assignment 
Due 

Week 1  
9/4  
 

Introduction 
 
 

 
 
 

9/6 Peoples & Cultures: 
What makes the 
Nation? 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1762) 
The Social Contract, Gerard 
Hopkins, trans. In Social Contract: 
Locke, Hume, Rousseau, Sir 
Ernest Baker, ed (1962). NY: 
Oxford University Press. Books I 
& II, parts I, III, & IV. 

 

Week 2 
9/11 
 

 Benedict Anderson (1983) 
Imagined Communities: 
Reflections on the Origin and 
Spread of Nationalism.  London: 
Verson Books. Ch. 1, pp. 11-16. 
 

Directed 
reading 
questions due 
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Week/Date Topic 
Reading 

Assignment 
Due 

Anne-Marie Thiesse (2009) “The 
Formation of National Identities.” 
In The European Puzzle: The 
Political Structuring of Cultural 
Identities at a Time of Transition, 
Marion Demossier, ed. NY: 
Berghahn Books, pp. 15-27. 

9/13  Jacques & Mona Ozouf (1996)  
“Le Tour de France par deux 
enfants: The Little Red Book of 
the Republic ».  In Realms of 
Memory: The Construction of the 
French Past, vol. 2, Pierra Nora, 
ed. NY: Columbia University 
Press, pp. 125-148. 

 

Week 3 
9/18 

Immigration Histories Gérard Noiriel (1996) “French & 
Foreigners.” In Realms of 
Memory: The Construction of the 
French Past, vol. 1, Pierra Nora, 
ed. NY: Columbia University 
Press, pp. 145-180. 

 

9/20  In-class film screening :  La Cour 
de Babel, by Julie Bertuccelli 
(2013) 
 

 

Week 4  
9/25 

 Caroline B. Brettell (1982) We 
Have Already Cried Many Tears: 
The Stories of Three Portuguese 
Migrant Women. Rochester, VT: 
Schenkman Books, Inc., ch 4, pp. 
89-109. 
 
Catherine Besteman (2016) 
Making Refuge: Somali Bantu 
Refugees and Lewiston, Maine. 
Durham: Duke University Pres, 
chs. 7 & 8, pp. 215-241. 

 

9/27  Site Visit: Musée Nationale de 
l’Histoire de l’Immigration  
 
Nancy Green (2007) “History at 
Large: A French Ellis Island? 
Museums, Memory and History in 
France and the United States.” 
History Workshop Journal (63): 
239-253. 
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Week/Date Topic 
Reading 

Assignment 
Due 

Week 5 
10/2 

Notions of Empire Alice Conklin (2011) The 
Civilizing Mission.  In The French 
Republic: History, Values, 
Debates,  Edward Berenson, 
Vincent Duclert, Christophe 
Prochasson, eds.  Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press, pp. 173-
181. 

 

10/4  Timothy Mitchell (1989) The 
World as Exhibition.  Society for 
the Comparative Studies in 
Society and History 31(2):217-
236. 
 

Review essay 
on MNHI, 5-7 
pages 

Week 6 
10/9 

 Césaire, Aimé (2000) Discourse 
on Colonialism, with Intro. by R.D. 
Kelly.  Monthly Review Press. 
 

Directed 
reading 
questions due 

10/11  
Review  

Week 7 
10/16 

Mid-term Exam 
 

Mid-term 
Exam 

10/18 Post-War: Crucible & 
Crisis 

Laurent Mucchielli (2009) Autumn 
2005: A Review of the Most 
Important Riot in the History of 
French Contemporary Society.  
Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies, 35(5):731-751. 

 

Week 8 
10/23 

 
 

John Murphy (2017) Yearning to 
Labor: Youth, Unemployment, 
and Social Destiny in Urban 
France.  Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, pp. 6-21. 
 
Didier Fassin (2014) Petty States 
of Exception: The Contemporary 
Policing of the Urban Poor.  In 
The Anthropology of Security: 
Perpsectives from the Frontline of 
Policing, Counter-terrorism and 
Border Control, Mark Maguire, 
Catarina Fois, Nils Zurawski, eds.  
London: Pluto Press, pp. 104-
117. 

 

10/25  Cécile Alduy on the National 
Front, articles in The Nation 
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Week/Date Topic 
Reading 

Assignment 
Due 

10/26  Site visit: Banlieue visit with 
Douce Banlieue (note special 
class time) 

 

Week 9 
10/30 

Memory, revisited Film: Battle of Algiers (1966) Gillo 
Pontecorvo (to watch out of class) 

 

11/1 Holiday, NYU Paris 
closed   

Week 10 
11/6 

 Julie Fette (2008) Apology and 
the Past in Contemporary France.  
French Politics, Culture & Society, 
26(2):78-113. 

Directed 
reading 
questions due 

11/8 Laicité in question John Bowen (2007) Why the 
French Don’t Like Headscarves: 
Islam, the State, and Public 
Space.  Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, chs. 1, 2 & 4, 
pp. 1-33, 65-97. 
 
Patrick Weil (2004) “Lifting the 
Veil.” French Politics, Culture, & 
Society 22(3): 142-147. 

 

Week 11 
11/13 

 Jean Baubérot (2009) Laicité and 
the Challenge of ‘Republicanism’.  
Modern & Contemporary France, 
17(2): 189-198. 
 
Nicolas Weill (2006) What’s in a 
Scarf? The Debate on Laicité in 
France.  French Politics, Culture 
& Society 24(1):59-73. 

 

11/15  
Student presentations 1  

Week 12 
11/20 

 Press clippings, François 
Hollande election proposals on 
“race” 
Patrick Simon (2008), “The 
Choice of Ignorance: The Debate 
on Ethnic and Racial Statistics in 
France.” French Politics, Culture 
& Society 26(1):7-31. 
 
Alain Blum & France Guérin-Pace 
(2008), “From Measuring 
Integration to Fighting 
Discrimination: The Illusion of 
‘Ethnic Statistics’”. French 

Directed 
reading 
questions due 
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Week/Date Topic 
Reading 

Assignment 
Due 

Politics, Culture & Society 
26(1):45-61. 
 

11/22  
Student presentations 2  

Week 13 
11/27 

 
Students presentations 3  

11/29 Migration in a 
Globalizing World 

Besteman (2016), ch. 2, pp. 57-
76. 

 

Week 14  
12/4 

 Abdelmalek Sayad (2000), “El 
Ghorba: From original sin to 
collective lie.” Ethnography 
1(12):147-171. 
  
Julie Kleinman (2014), “The Path 
Between Two Points: Malian 
adventures in France.” Transition, 
no. 113:25-43. 

 

12/6  
Review  

Week 15 
12/11 

Final Exam 
 Final Exam 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 

 Césaire, Aimé (2000 [1955]) Discourse on Colonialism. NY : Monthly Review Press. 

 Course reader, available for sale at Mistral Photo, 40 rue St. Jacques, Paris 5° 

Resources 

● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 

● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 

● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) & Drop-in NYU Paris Writing Tutorial, Salle 606 

● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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 Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 

discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 

participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even 

a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure 

the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, 

and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the 

student’s final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students are 

responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a 

course may result in harsher penalties including failure. 

 Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: unexcused absences will be penalized 

with a 2% deduction from the students’ final course grade. 

 Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 

discretion of the Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, 

students must provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up 

without a doctor’s note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled 

class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday 

only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. 

Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in 

advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are 

scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Associate Director, in coordination with the 

instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly to notify them. 

Late Assignment 

Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 

emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 

classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 

though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of 

others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products 

that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

 a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 

 an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
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 the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others 

as  though it were one’s own 

 submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project 

which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 

 altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 

forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-

guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 

Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 

information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 

to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

 

 

Instructor Bio 
● Beth Epstein holds a Ph.D. in anthropology from NYU and a B.A. from Princeton 

University.  In addition to her teaching responsibilities, she is Academic Director at 

NYUParis.  Her research focuses on the history and meaning of race and “difference,” 

on questions of civic life, and urban policy and practice in France and the United States.  

She has conducted fieldwork in rural and urban France, and taught many courses on 

social issues in contemporary French society. She is co-director of the documentary film 

Kofi chez les Français (with Carlyn Saltman, 1993), and author of the book Collective 

Terms: Race, Culture & Community in a State-Planned City in France, published in 2011 

by Berghahn Books. 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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