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Class code 
 

 SOC-UA 9970 

 

Instructor Details 
 

 
 
Name: Valeria Pizzini 
NYUHome Email Address: Valeria.Pizzini@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: 6:00-7:00pm Thursday 
Villa Ulivi Office Location: 
Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 
 
 
 

 

Class Details 
 

 
Semester: Spring 2016 
Full title of course: Terrorism and Political Extremists: From the Italian Red Brigades to Jihad 
Meeting Days and Times: Thursday 3:00-5:45 pm 
Classroom Location: 
 
 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
[Place here any official NYU prerequisites as they appear on the NYU Study Abroad Florence website] 
 

 

Class Description 
 

 
 
We will approach terrorism as a strategy of political violence. Political violence encompasses a large 
spectrum of conflicts where a political goal is at stake spanning from conventional war to genocide. In its 
most common form terrorism is the strategy adopted in unconventional asymmetrical conflict. The 
violent action is communicative and instrumental to promote a cause that by choice or contingencies - 
given an unbalance of power among contestants - cannot be pursued exclusively through peaceful means 
nor fought as conventional war. In particular it is the tactic of clandestine groups who strike unannounced 
coming from anonymity and adopt the language of violence and intimidation to bargain for a cause and 
modify the behaviour of their enemies. They hit targets with the intent of impacting an audience other 
than their direct physical target through the diffusion of fear.  
Terrorism is theatre, it has been noted. 
 
The course will be structured as a series of interactive seminars in which we will address questions at 
the level of the individuals and at the level of groups: why do some groups use terrorism as one of 
several strategies, while others specialize in it? How do terrorist groups emerge? Under which 
circumstances do groups decline? Who joins a terrorist group? Under which conditions women become 
active participants in terrorist campaigns? Why do only some groups use suicide attacks? To what 
extent the present wave of political extremism differs from past waves? 
 



 

Page 2 of 16 

The aim of this course is to develop the students’ critical understanding of terrorism in general and Italy; 
to offer a grasp of the history and changing geography of terrorism campaigns, their rationale and their 
resources. The latter objective will take into account the gender perspective and examine women’s 
involvement into terrorist activities. 
 
 
 

 

Desired 
Outcomes 
 

On completion of this course, students should: 
• Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning and express their 

thoughts clearly through their written work about terrorism in comparative perspective 
• Have improved their understanding of the concept of terrorism, the distinction between it and 

other forms of political violence and its applications to different types of conflicts 
• Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions related to the choice to 

use terrorism as a strategy of political violence 
• Identify the main theories explaining terrorist behavior 
• Acquire a practical understanding of terrorism by developing skills to learn to critically assess 

empirical work that puts theory into practice 
 

 

Assessment 
Components 
 

Attendance and Participation: 10% 
Presentation: 10% 
Written Assignments (five two-page response papers): 25% 
Midterm Exam: 25% 
Final Exam: 30% 
 
The Course is developed through PPT presentations and in-class discussions. Each class is constructed 
as an interactive seminar where the students’ active participation is a crucial element of the class 
success. Each session will be introduced by a 20 minutes presentation by the instructor. In order to 
ease the beginning of the seminar discussion in some sessions video clips will be used to launch specific 
themes or students will present their own research on a topic. In addition students in turn will be in 
charge of introducing a topic based on one or more of the required readings on which he/she will have 
prepared response papers. The role of discussion leader will be assigned during the first session of the 
course so please come prepared to pick the session you like having read the list of required texts. The 
instructor will coordinate the discussion and offer in-depth expertise when necessary.  
 
Compulsory Participation to at least one of two LPD events will complement the class work. The first 
one is a Lecture by Olivier Roy (title tbc) on February 8; the second is a lecture on “Foreign Fighters” by 
Thomas Hegghammer (date tbc) 
 
The Course is structured through a bottom-up approach starting from empirical evidence rather than a 
definition of terrorism. The reason of this choice is that being the definition controversial it seems 
appropriate to reach a critical understanding about it through empirical evidence and a number of case 
studies (sessions 1-5), then moving on to theory (session 6) and explanations and mechanisms (sessions 
8-14). On session 7 the students will sit their mid-term test exam.  
 
This course is complemented by compulsory participation to at least one LPD event as indicated above. 
 
Attendance and participation are essential and will represent 10% of the final marking.  
 
Student presentations to kick start discussion in class (10%) 
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As written assignment each student will be required to write five two-page long response papers one 
each on five required texts gaining a further 25% of their grades. 
 
 
The mid term exam will be a test based on the first 6 sessions of the course and it will take place on 
session 7 (25%) 
 
The Final Exam will be a long essay (2000 words double spaced font 12) based on independent research 
on a topic agreed between the student and the instructor. First draft due in by Session 9. The final 
draft will be due by session 14 (30%) 
 
 
Failure to submit or fulfil any required course component results in failure of the class.  
 

 

Assessment 
Expectations 
 

Grade A:  The student makes excellent use of empirical and theoretical material and offers structured 
arguments in his/her work.  The student writes comprehensive essays/exam questions and his/her 
work shows strong evidence of critical thought and extensive reading. 

Grade B:  The candidate shows a good understanding of the problem and has demonstrated the ability 
to formulate and execute a coherent research strategy 

Grade C:  The work is acceptable and shows a basic grasp of the research problem.  However, the work 
fails to organize findings coherently and is in need of improvement 

Grade D:  The work passes because some relevant points are made.  However, there may be a problem 
of poor definition, lack of critical awareness, poor research 

Grade F:  The work shows that the research problem is not understood; there is little or no critical 
awareness and the research is clearly negligible 

*Please note, Stern Business courses will adhere to the Stern Grading Guidelines as stated on their 
website: 
http://www.stern.nyu.edu/UC/CurrentStudents/Academics/PoliciesAndProcedures/CON_021884 

 

Grade conversion 
 

 
A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 
 

 

Grading Policy 

 
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  

http://www.stern.nyu.edu/UC/CurrentStudents/Academics/PoliciesAndProcedures/CON_021884
http://www.stern.nyu.edu/UC/CurrentStudents/Academics/PoliciesAndProcedures/CON_021884
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Academic 
Accommodations 

 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities. Please contact the 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at 212-998-4980 or see their website 
(http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-disabilities.html) for further 
information. 
 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in a class are encouraged to 
contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at (212) 998-4980 as soon as possible to better 
ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. For more information, see 
Study Away and Disability. 
 

 

Attendance 
Policy 
 

 
Attendance: 
Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive experience, in 
which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in discussion-based seminars. 
Learning in such an environment depends on the active participation of all students. And since classes 
typically meet once or twice a week, even a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant 
portion of a course. To ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the 
centers is mandatory, and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from 
the student’s final course grade. Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to 
absence. Repeated absences in a course may result in failure. 
 
For courses that meet once a week, one unexcused absence will be penalized by a two percent 
deduction from the student’s final course grade. For courses that meet two or more times a week, 
the same penalty will apply to two unexcused absences. 
 
 
Excused Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing missed 
assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based upon a schedule 
that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student 
 
The only excused absences are those approved by the Office of Academic Support; they are as 
follows: 

 
Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 
● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be accepted to 

justify an absence due to illness 
● Within 24 hours of your return to class you must bring this note to the Office of 

Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  We will review the 
medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via email about your justified 
absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not justified and 
count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student email or telephone call 
regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not notify your faculty about these 
absences 

http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-disabilities.html
http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-wellness/students-with-disabilities/housing-accommodations.html
http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-wellness/students-with-disabilities/housing-accommodations.html
http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-wellness/students-with-disabilities/housing-accommodations.html
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● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or extended illness, 
will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to properly record your absences 

Due to Religious Observance 

● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time are 
entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is for the holiday only 
and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the 
holiday 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in writing via 
email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to their grade in 

order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is sponsored by NYU Florence or La 
Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate Lecture series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in writing via 
email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

  
Students with questions or needing clarification about this policy are instructed to contact a member of 
the Office of Academic Support located in Villa Ulivi or to email florence.academicsupport@nyu.edu 

Late Submission 
of Work 
 

 
 

● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the syllabus.   
●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to the 

professor one week prior to the due date   
● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before final 

exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant Director of 
Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they must both sign an Incomplete 
Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 

 

Plagiarism Policy 

 

 
 
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they were your 
own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will consult   
first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed on your USB 
key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult the 
Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above mentioned Wiki 
and USB key. 
 

The Writing 
Center 

 
 
The Writing Center, located in Aula Belvedere in Villa Ulivi, offers you feedback on any type of writing, 
at any stage in planning or drafting.  Sign up for a consultation at wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/ and 
submit your working draft or ideas a day in advance to florence.writingcenter@nyu.edu.  Drop in for a 
consultation M-Th, but remember that appointments are given priority.  Be assured that very rough 
drafts are welcome.  Please note that we do not correct or “fix” your writing; instead we prompt you to 

https://wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/
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think and work. Our aim is to create stronger writers in the long term, not necessarily perfect papers in 
the short term.  

 

Required Text(s) 
 

 
 Books 
- D.Ganser, Nato’s Secret Armies: Operation GLADIO and Terrorism in Western Europe, routledge 2005 
-Cento Bull, Anna, 2007, Italian Neofascism, Berghahn Books  
- Forrest James, ed., Countering Terrorism and Insurgency in the 21st Century, Westport, Connecticut, 
vol.3 
-W. Reich, ed., Origins of Terrorism, Woodrow Wilson Center Press, Washington (*) 
- Brian Forst, Jack R. Greene, James P. Lynch, eds., Criminologists on Terrorism and Homeland Security, 
CUP 
- Gerard Chaliand and Arnaud Blin, eds.,2007, The History of Terrorism from Antiquity to Al-Qaeda, 
University of California Press 
- Enders, Walter, Sandler, Todd, 2006, The Political Economy of Terrorism, CUP 
-Weinberg, ---Leonard, Ami Pedahzur, and Arie Perliger (2009), Political Parties and Terrorism (2nd ed.). 
London:Routledge 
- Della Porta, Donatella (1995), Social Movements, Political Violence, and the State: A Comparative 
Analysis of Italy and Germany. Cambridge: CUP 
- Hoffman, Bruce, 2006, Inside Terrorism, Columbia University Press 
- Bull, Anna, Cooke Philip, 2013, Ending terrorism in Italy, Routledge (*) 
- D. Gambetta, 2005, ed., Making Sense of Suicide Missions, OUP 
 
(*) BOOKS OWNED BY NYU LIBRARY 
 
Journal articles available on line 
Shughart, William F. (2006). “An Analytical History of Terrorism, 1945-2000.” Public Choice 128(1-2): 7-
39 
 
Arie Perliger & Leonard Weinberg (2003), Jewish Self-Defence and Terrorist Groups Prior to the 
Establishment of the State of ISRAEL: Roots and Traditions, Totalitarian Movements and Political 
Religions, 4:3, 91-118 
 
Sanchez-Cuenca, Ignacio (2007). “The Dynamics of Nationalist Terrorism: ETA and the IRA.” Terrorism 
and Political Violence, 19(3): 289-206 
 
Nurr Bilge, Criss, 1995, The Nature of PKK Terrorism in Turkey, in Sturies in Conflict and Terrorism, 18:1, 
17-37 
 
Jannacone, Berman, 2006, Religious Extremism: The Good, The Bad and the Deadly, in Public Choice, 
128:109–129 
 
Hopgood, Stephen, 2005, Tamil Tigers, 1987-2002, in D.Gambetta, ed., Making Sense of Suicide 
Missions, pp.43-76 
  
Fearon, James D., Laitin, David D., Ethnicty, Insurgency and Civil War, American Political Science 
Review,  Volume / Issue 01 / February 2003, pp 75-90 
 
Lutz, James, and Lutz Brenda, (2004). “Religious Justifications for Terrorism” 
(Chapter 5). In Global Terrorism. London: Routledge, 63-88. 
 



 

Page 7 of 16 

Munson, Henry (2003). “Islam, Nationalism and Resentment of Foreign Domination.” 
Middle East Policy 10(2): 40-53. 
 
Bergen, Peter, and Paul Cruickshank (2007). “The Iraq Effect: The War in Iraq and its Impact on the War 
on Terrorism.” Mother Jones Magazine, 1 March, pp.1-5 
 
Tilly, Charles (2004). “Terror, Terrorism, Terrorists.” Sociological Theory 22(1): 5-13. 
 
Goodwin, Jeff, 2006, “A Theory of Categorical Terrorism”, Social Forces, Vol. 84, No. 4 (Jun., 2006), pp. 
2027-2046  
 
Kydd, Andrew and Barbara Walter (2006). “The Strategies of Terrorism.” International Security 31(1): 
49-80.  
 
Eubank, W.L., Weinberg, Neo-Fascists and Far Left terrorists in Italy: Some Biographical Observations,  
British Journal of Political Science, Vol. 18, No. 4. (Oct., 1988), pp. 531-549 
 
Peter Frietszche, Terrorism in the Federal Republic of Germany and Italy: Legacy of the ’68 movement 
or “burden of the past”, in Terrorism and Political Violence, 1989, 1, pp. 466-482 
 
Diego Gambetta,  2009. “‘Heroic impatience’: the Baader-Meinhof Gang 1968–1977”, Areté, 29, 
11–34 (published in the US in The Nation, 22 March 2010) 
Summary at (http://www.thenation.com/article/heroic-impatience/)  
 
 
Luis de La Calle, Sanchez-Cuenca Ignacio, 2012, Rebels without a Territory: an Analysis of non Territorial 
Conflicts in the World, 1970-1997, Journal of Conflict Resolution August 2012, 56: 580-603 
 
Hegghammer, Thomas (2013). “The Recruiter’s Dilemma: Signaling and Terrorist Recruitment Tactics.” 
Journal of Peace Research 50(1): 3-16. 
 
Lee, Alexander (2011). “Who Becomes a Terrorist? Poverty, Education, and the 
Origins of Political Violence.” World Politics 63(2): 203-245. 
 
Della Porta, Donatela, 1992, Political Socialization in Left-wing Underground Organizations: Biographies 
of Italian and German Militants, International Social Movement Research, 4, pp. 259-290 
 
Elizabeth Mulcahy, Shannon Merrington, Peter Bell, The Radicalisation of Prison Inmates: Exploring 
Recruitment, Religion and Prisoner Vulnerability, Journal of Human Security | 2013 | Volume 9 | Issue 1 
| Pages 4-14 
 
Victoroff, Jeff (2005). “The mind of the terrorist: A review and critique of psychological approaches.” 
Journal of Conflict Resolution 49(1): 3-42. 
 
Dalton, Angela, Asal Victor, 2011, Is It Ideology or Desperation: Why Do 
Organizations Deploy Women in Violent Terrorist Attacks?, Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 34:10, 802-
819 
 
Jaques, K., Taylor, P.J, 2009, Female Terrorism: A Review, Terrorism and Political Violence, 21, pp. 499-
515 
 

http://www.thenation.com/article/heroic-impatience/
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Alisa Stack-O'Connor (2007) Lions, Tigers, and Freedom Birds: How and Why the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam Employs Women, Terrorism and Political Violence, 19:1, 43-63 
 
Bloom Mia, Death Becomes Her: Women, Occupation and Terrorist Mobilization,  
PS: Political Science & Politics / Volume 43 / Issue 03 / July 2010, pp 445-450 
 
Fangen Katrine, 2007, Separate or Equal? The Emergence of an all-female group in Norway’s Rightist 
Underground, Terrorism and Political Violence, 9:3, 122-164  
 
Cowen, Tyler, 2006, Terrorism as Theater: Analysis and Policy Implications, Public Choice, 128:233–244 
 
Hoffman, Aaron M., 2010, Voice and Silence: Why Groups Take Credit for Acts of Terror, Journal of 
Peace Research 47(5), pp. 615–626 
 
Piazza, James A. (2009). “Is Islamist Terrorism More Dangerous? An Empirical Study of Group Ideology, 
Organization, and Goal Structure”, Terrorism and Political Violence 21(1): 62-88. 
Robinson, K.K, Krenshaw, M., Jenkins, J.C., 2006,  Ideologies of Violence: The Social Origins of Islamist 
and Leftist Transnational Terrorism, Social Forces,  84: 4, pp. 2009-2026 
 
Asal, Victor, and R. Karl Rethemeyer (2008). “The Nature of the Beast: Organizational Structures and 
the Lethality of Terrorist Attacks”, Journal of Politics 70(2): 437-449. 
 
Enders Walter, Sandler, Todd, 2006, Transference, in The Political Economy of Terrorism, CUP, chapter 
5, pp. 111-133 
 
Michael C. Horowitz (2010). “Non-state Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case of Suicide 
Terrorism,” International Organization 64(1): 33-64. 
 
Pape, Robert (2003). “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism.” American Political 
Science Review 97(3): 343-361. 
 
Scott Atran. ”the Moral Logic and Growth of Suicide Terrorism”. The Washington Quarterly, Center for 
Strategic and Int’l Studies, MIT, 2006, 29, pp.127-147. 
 
Miller, Erin, 2012, Patterns of Onset and Decline Among Terrorist Organizations, Journal of Quantitative 
Criminology, Volume 28:1 , pp 77-101 
 
Horgan, John, Braddock Kurt (2010). Rehabilitating the Terrorists?: Challenges in Assessing the 
Effectiveness of De-radicalization Programs, Terrorism and Political Violence, 22:267–291 
 
Cronin, Audrey K. (2006), “How Al Qaida Ends: The Decline and Demise of Terrorist Groups,” 
International Security 31(1): 7-48. 
 
Rapoport, D.C, 2001, The Fourth Wave: September 11 in the History of Terrorism, Current History, 
100:650, pp.419-??? 
 
 
Iannacone, L.R., Berman, E, 2006, Religious extremism: the good the bad and the deadly, Public Choice, 
128:109–129 
 
Movies: 



 

Page 9 of 16 

The Baader Meinhof Complex, directed by Uli Edel, 2008 
La Meglio Gioventu’, directed by  Andrea Giordana, 2003(*) 
“The Battle of Algiers”, 1966, by Gillo Pontecorvo (*) 
“Four Lions”, 2010, directed by Christopher Morris 
“Paradise now”, 2005, directed by Hany Abu-Assad 
 
 

 

Supplemental 
Texts(s) (not 
required to 
purchase as  
copies are in 
NYU-L Library or 
available on line) 
 

na 

 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

 
 
The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will be given. 
Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work constitutes 
plagiarism. 

 

Additional 
Required 
Equipment  
 

 N/A 

 
 

Session 1 
 
[Enter date] 
 

Facts and Figures about terrorism as a way of 
introduction:  
 
This session will introduce both 

a) the course in details and the structure 
of the future assignments; 

b)  the topic through a collection of facts 
and figures about terrorism in the last 
forty years. In particular we will discuss 
common sense assumptions about 
terrorism on a factual basis 

 
In order to start the discussion following the 
presentations of the Course and the topic the 
students either individually or in groups will be 
asked to choose at least two facts about 
terrorism that they found either obvious or 
surprising and argue why they think so. 
 
 
 

Assigned readings for class  
LaFree, Gary, 2011, Using Open Data to Counter 
Common Myths About Terrorism, in Brian Forst, Jack 
R. Greene, James P. Lynch, eds., Criminologists on 
Terrorism and Homeland Security, CUP, pp. 411-442 
 
Shughart, William F. (2006). “An Analytical History of 
Terrorism, 1945-2000.” Public Choice 128(1-2): 7-39 
 
Rapoport, D.C, 2001, The Fourth Wave: September 11 
in the History of Terrorism, Current History, 100:650, 
pp.419-??? 
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Session 2 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Terrorist campaigns in the name of the 
international balance of power: the strategy of 
tension in Italy 
 
In this session we will look at the terrorist 
campaign known as “strategy of tension” in Italy 
and at the development of neo-fascist groups.   
 
We will watch in class the documentary “The 
Strategy of Tension” (11 minutes) (available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2DeduiHe
WU) 
 
Seminar discussion kick started by discussion 
leaders (presentation) 
 
 
 
 
 

D.Ganser, Nato’s Secret Armies: Operation GLADIO 
and Terrorism in Western Europe, routledge 2005, 
Introduction; CH.6; ch.10; ch16; Conclusions 
 
Cento Bull, Anna, 2007, Italian Neofascism, Berghahn 
Books, pp.1-16 
 
Eubank, W.L., Weinberg, Neo-Fascists and Far Left 
terrorists in Italy: Some Biographical Observations,  
British Journal of Political Science, Vol. 18, No. 4. 
(Oct., 1988), pp. 531-549 
 

 

Session 3 
 
[Enter date] 

Terrorist campaigns in the name of the class 
struggle: 
  
This session will discuss left-wing campaigns of 
terrorism in Italy and Germany in the 1970s 
 
We will watch clips from the two topical movies 
that the students should have watched in full as 
their assignment 
 
Student assignment: 
Watch the movies 

1) La meglio Gioventu’, directed by  
Andrea Giordana, 2003; 

2) The Baader Meinhof Complex, directed 
by Uli Edel, 2008 

Seminar discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erica Chenoweth, Italy and the Red Brigades: The 
Success of Repentance Policy in Counterterrorism, in 
Forrest, ed., Countering Terrorism and Insurgency in 
the 21st Century, Westport, Connecticut, vol.3, pp.?? 
 
Peter Frietszche, Terrorism in the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Italy: Legacy of the ’68 movement or 
“burden of the past”, in Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 1989, 1, pp. 466-482 
 
Diego Gambetta,  2009. “‘Heroic impatience’: the 
Baader-Meinhof Gang 1968–1977”, Areté, 29, 
11–34 (published in the US in The Nation, 22 
March 2010) 
Summary at 
(http://www.thenation.com/article/heroic-
impatience/)  
 

 

Session 4 
 

 
Terrorist campaigns in the name of People and 
Country: 

Arie Perliger & Leonard Weinberg (2003), Jewish Self-
Defence and Terrorist Groups Prior to the 
Establishment of the State of Israel: Roots and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2DeduiHeWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2DeduiHeWU
http://www.thenation.com/article/heroic-impatience/
http://www.thenation.com/article/heroic-impatience/
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[Enter date]  
This session will examine terrorist campaigns 
inspired by self-determination and ethno-
nationalist aspirations with a particular focus on 
a diverse sample of cases: Israel, Algeria, IRA, 
ETA, PKK and LTTE. 
 
The class will watch a 15 minutes clip from the 
movie  
The Battle of Algiers 
 
Students assignment: 
Watch “The Battle of Algiers”, 1966, by Gillo 
Pontecorvo 
 
Seminar discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traditions, Totalitarian Movements and Political 
Religions, 4:3, 91-118 
 
G.Chaliand, Arnaud Blin, The History of Terrorism 
from Antiquity to Al Qaeda, pp.208-230  
 
Sanchez-Cuenca, Ignacio (2007). “The Dynamics of 
Nationalist Terrorism: ETA and the IRA.” Terrorism 
and Political Violence, 19(3): 289-206 
 
Nurr Bilge, Criss, 1995, The Nature of PKK Terrorism 
in Turkey, in Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 18:1, 
17-37 
 
Hopgood, Stephen, 2005, Tamil Tigers, 1987-2002, in 
D.Gambetta, ed., Making Sense of Suicide Missions, 
pp.43-76 
  
Fearon, James D., Laitin, David D., Ethnicty, 
Insurgency and Civil War, American Political Science 
Review,  Volume / Issue 01 / February 2003, pp 75-90 
 

 

Session 5 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Terrorism campaigns in the name of God (and 
Country): 
 
This session will deal with terrorist campaigns 
inspired by religious beliefs, in particular those 
inspired by the Islamic faith. 
 
 
Student Assignment:  select and analyze one of 
the terrorist groups listed below. Use any type of 
sources (news, country reports, articles, 
websites, etc.) for further information and data: 
 
 

1) AlQaeda 
(http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappi
ngmilitants/cgi-bin/groups;  
http://www.cfr.org/terrorist-
organizations-and-networks/al-qaeda-k-
al-qaida-al-qaida/p9126)  

 
2) Zealots ( 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/ar
ticles/15185-zealots;  

Lutz, James, and Lutz Brenda, (2004). “Religious 
Justifications for Terrorism” 
(Chapter 5). In Global Terrorism. London: Routledge, 
63-88. 
 
Munson, Henry (2003). “Islam, Nationalism and 
Resentment of Foreign Domination.” 
Middle East Policy 10(2): 40-53. 
 
Bergen, Peter, and Paul Cruickshank (2007). “The Iraq 
Effect: The War in Iraq and its Impact on the War on 
Terrorism.” Mother Jones Magazine, 1 March, pp.1-5 
 
Robinson, K.K, Krenshaw, M., Jenkins, J.C., 2006, 
Ideologies of Violence: The Social Origins of Islamist 
and Leftist Transnational Terrorism, Social Forces,  
84: 4, pp. 2009-2026 
 
Iannacone, L.R., Berman, E, 2006, Religious 
extremism: the good the bad and the deadly, Public 
Choice, 128:109–129 
 
 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-bin/groups
http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-bin/groups
http://www.cfr.org/terrorist-organizations-and-networks/al-qaeda-k-al-qaida-al-qaida/p9126
http://www.cfr.org/terrorist-organizations-and-networks/al-qaeda-k-al-qaida-al-qaida/p9126
http://www.cfr.org/terrorist-organizations-and-networks/al-qaeda-k-al-qaida-al-qaida/p9126
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/15185-zealots
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/15185-zealots
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http://www.britannica.com/topic/Zealo
t)  

3) Hamas ( 
http://www.nctc.gov/site/groups/haqq
ani_network.html;  
https://palestineisraelconflict.wordpres
s.com/what-is-hamas/;  
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-13331522) 
 

4) IS ( http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-29052144)  

 
Seminar discussion kick started by students 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Session 6 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Definitions of terrorism:  
 
This session will focus on the contentious issue 
of the definition of terrorism. We will use the 
knowledge acquired in the previous sessions on 
the different types of terrorist campaigns as a 
road map towards a working definition. 
 
Assignment:  
At home each student should collect on line or 
from literature information about a sample of 
terrorist attacks reflecting the cases studies 
analyzed so far. 
 
As a form of group exercise we will stage in class 
a team debate aiming at: 1) identifying common 
attributes and differences among the attacks in 
different terrorist campaigns; 2) mapping how 
the sample of collected attacks fits different 
definitions of terrorism 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merari, Ariel (2007). “Terrorism as a Strategy of 
Insurgency.”, in Gerard Chaliand and Arnaud Blin, 
eds., The History of Terrorism from Antiquity to Al-
Qaeda, University of California Press, pp. 12-51 
 
Bruce Hoffman, Inside terrorism, 2006, ch.1 (pp.1-42) 
 
Tilly, Charles (2004). “Terror, Terrorism, Terrorists.” 
Sociological Theory 22(1): 5-13. 
 
Enders, Walter, Sandler, Todd, 2006, The Political 
Economy of Terrorism, CUP, pp.3-9 
 
 

 

Session 7 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Mid term assessment in class  
The test questions will cover the work done in 
sessions 1-6  

 

http://www.britannica.com/topic/Zealot
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Zealot
http://www.nctc.gov/site/groups/haqqani_network.html
http://www.nctc.gov/site/groups/haqqani_network.html
https://palestineisraelconflict.wordpress.com/what-is-hamas/
https://palestineisraelconflict.wordpress.com/what-is-hamas/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29052144
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29052144
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Session 8 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Starting a terrorist campaign: This session will 
examine the conditions in which political groups 
turn to violence and terrorism in comparative 
context 
 
Seminar discussion  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crenshaw, Martha (1998). “The logic of terrorism: 
Terrorist behavior as a product of strategic choice.” 
(Chapter 1). In Walter Reich, Ed. Origins of Terrorism: 
Psychologies, Ideologies, Theologies, States of Mind 
(2nd ed.), 7-24. 
 
Weinberg, Leonard, Ami Pedahzur, and Arie Perliger 
(2009). “When political parties turn to terrorism” 
(Chapter 3). In Political Parties and Terrorism (2nd 
ed.). London:Routledge, 41-74. 
 
Della Porta, Donatella (1995). “Organizational 
processes and violence in social movements” 
(Chapter 4). In Social Movements, Political Violence, 
and the State: A Comparative Analysis of Italy and 
Germany. Cambridge: CUP, pp.83-112 
 
Kydd, Andrew and Barbara Walter (2006). “The 
Strategies of Terrorism.” International Security 31(1): 
49-80.  
 
Luis de La Calle, Sanchez-Cuenca Ignacio, 2012, 
Rebels without a Territory: an Analysis of non 
Territorial Conflicts in the World, 1970-1997, Journal 
of Conflict Resolution August 2012, 56: 580-603 
 

 

Session 9 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Resources for terrorist campaigns: Manpower 
 
In this session we will examine the attributes of 
who joins terrorist groups and some crucial 
aspects of the recruitment process into 
clandestine groups. 
 
In class we will watch a specific clip of “The 
Battle of Algiers” about testing recruits 
 
 
Students assignment 
Watch “Four Lions”, 2010, directed by 
Christopher Morris 
 
Seminar discussion 
 

Hegghammer, Thomas (2013). “The Recruiter’s 
Dilemma: Signaling and Terrorist Recruitment 
Tactics.” Journal of Peace Research 50(1): 3-16. 
 
Lee, Alexander (2011). “Who Becomes a Terrorist? 
Poverty, Education, and the 
Origins of Political Violence.” World Politics 63(2): 
203-245. 
 
Della Porta, Donatela, 1992, Political Socialization in 
Left-wing Underground Organizations: Biographies of 
Italian and German Militants, International Social 
Movement Research, 4, pp. 259-290 
 
Elizabeth Mulcahy, Shannon Merrington, Peter Bell, 
The Radicalisation of Prison Inmates: Exploring 
Recruitment, Religion and Prisoner Vulnerability, 



 

Page 14 of 16 

 
 
 
 

Journal of Human Security | 2013 | Volume 9 | Issue 1 
| Pages 4-14 
 
Victoroff, Jeff (2005). “The mind of the terrorist: A 
review and critique of 
psychological approaches.” Journal of Conflict 
Resolution 49(1): 3-42. 
 

 

Session 10 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Resources for terrorist campaigns: “girl-power”  
 
This session will examine the roles of women in 
terrorist campaigns and why some groups enroll 
women as fighters and others do not.  
 
Student assignment: 
Collect a sample of cases of women terrorist 
from a variety of sources (News, websites, 
biographical books) 
 
Seminar discussion 
 
First draft of Final exam essay due in. Please 
email it by midnight. 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalton, Angela, Asal Victor, 2011, Is It Ideology or 
Desperation: Why Do Organizations Deploy Women 
in  Violent Terrorist Attacks?, Studies in Conflict & 
Terrorism, 34:10, 802-819 
 
Weinberg, L., Eubank, W., Women Involvement in 
Terrorism, Gender Issues, 2011, vol.28, pp.22-49 
 
Alisa Stack-O'Connor (2007) Lions, Tigers, and 
Freedom Birds: How and Why the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam Employs Women, Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 19:1, 43-63 
 
Bloom Mia, Death Becomes Her: Women, Occupation 
and Terrorist Mobilization,  
PS: Political Science & Politics / Volume 43 / Issue 03 / 
July 2010, pp 445-450 
 
Fangen Katrine, 2007, Separate or Equal? The 
Emergence of an all-female group in Norway’s 
Rightist Underground, Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 9:3, 122-164 
 

 

Session 11 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Resources for terrorist campaigns: audiences 
and media: 
 
In this session we will examine the 
communicative side of terrorist campaigns and 
the relationship with the media and available 
technology to communicate to audiences 
 
Seminar discussion 
 
 
 
 
 

Cowen, Tyler, 2006, Terrorism as Theater: Analysis 
and Policy Implications, Public Choice, 128:233–244 
 
Hoffman, Aaron M., 2010, Voice and Silence: Why 
Groups Take Credit for Acts of Terror, Journal of 
Peace Research 47(5), pp. 615–626 
 
Hoffman, Bruce, 2006, Inside Terrorism, Columbia 
University Press,  chapters 6-7, pp.173-228 
 

 

Session 12 
 
[Enter date] 

Tactics of terrorist campaigns: choice of targets 
 
In this session we will examine how and why 
terrorist  groups select their targets and to what 

Goodwin, Jeff, 2006, “A Theory of Categorical 
Terrorism”, Social Forces, Vol. 84, No. 4 (Jun., 2006), 
pp. 2027-2046 
 
Piazza, James A. (2009). “Is Islamist Terrorism More 
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extent their lethality level is related to the 
nature of the campaign 
 
Seminar discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dangerous? An Empirical Study of Group Ideology, 
Organization, and Goal Structure”, Terrorism and 
Political Violence 21(1): 62-88. 
 
Asal, Victor, and R. Karl Rethemeyer (2008). “The 
Nature of the Beast: Organizational Structures and 
the Lethality of Terrorist Attacks”, Journal of Politics 
70(2): 437-449. 
 
Enders Walter, Sandler, Todd, 2006, Transference, in 
The Political Economy of Terrorism, CUP, chapter 5, 
pp. 111-133 
 

 

Session 13 
 
[Enter date] 

Tactics of terrorist campaigns: Suicide missions 
 
Not all suicide attacks are motivated by religious 
retribution. In this session we will examine when 
and why suicide missions are selected as an 
acceptable tactic of a terrorist campaign 
 
Student assignment: 
Watch “Paradise now”, 2005, directed by Hany 
Abu-Assad 
 
 
Seminar discussion 
 
Long essay due in 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael C. Horowitz (2010). “Non-state Actors and 
the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case of Suicide 
Terrorism,” International Organization 64(1): 33-64. 
 
Gambetta Diego, 2005, Can we make sense of Suicide 
Missions?, in D. Gambetta, ed., Making Sense of 
Suicide Missions, OUP, 259-300 
 
Pape, Robert (2003). “The Strategic Logic of Suicide 
Terrorism.” American Political 
Science Review 97(3): 343-361. 
 
Scott Atran. ”the Moral Logic and Growth of Suicide 
Terrorism”. The Washington Quarterly, Centre for 
Strategic and Int’l Studies, MIT, 2006, 29, pp.127-147. 
 
Kalyvas Sthatis, Sanchez-Cuenca Ignacio, Killing 
Without Dying: The Absence of Suicide Missions, in D. 
Gambetta, ed., Making Sense…., pp. 233-258 
 

 

Session 14 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Ending a terrorist campaign: 
 
Terrorist campaigns do not last forever. In this 
session we will examine under which conditions 
they come to an end 
 
 
Seminar discussion 
 
 
 
 
 

Miller, Erin, 2012, Patterns of Onset and Decline 
Among Terrorist Organizations, Journal of 
Quantitative Criminology, Volume 28:1 , pp 77-101 
 
Bull, Anna, Cooke Philip, 2013, Ending terrorism in 
Italy, Routledge, chapter 2, pp.30-50 
 
Horgan, John, Braddock Kurt (2010). Rehabilitating 
the Terrorists?: Challenges in Assessing the 
Effectiveness of De-radicalization Programs, 
Terrorism and Political Violence, 22:267–291 
 
Cronin, Audrey K. (2006), “How Al Qaida Ends: The 
Decline and Demise of Terrorist Groups,” 
International Security 31(1): 7-48. 
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Session 15 
 
[Enter date] 
 

Attendance to at least one LPD event on topics 
related to the course 
 

 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

[Please use this standard text] 
● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are 

prohibited in the classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly 

marked recycle bins located throughout the on campus buildings 
 

 

Required Co-curricular Activities 
 

 
[Field trip and site visit dates may be consolidated here as well as listed under 
the appropriate class session above] 
 

 

Suggested Co-curricular Activities 
 

 
[Here you can refer students to the NYU Calendar of events or simply state the 
following] 
 
“Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or 
via email by the professor throughout the semester.” 
 

Your Instructor please insert brief text about yourself, possibly positions, publications, research 
specialization, conferences etc.]  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


