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Class code 
 

MCC-UE9452001 

 

Instructor Details 
 

 
 
Name: Gianluca Sgueo 
NYUHome Email Address: gs145@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: By appointment only, Mondays 12am -13am 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 
 
 
 

 

Class Details 
 

 
Semester: Spring 2016 
Full Title of Course: Global Media Seminar: Media Activism and Democracy  
Meeting Days and Times: M 9.00-11:45 am 
Classroom Location:  
 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
None 

 

 

Class Description 
 

 
This course aims at: (1) analyzing how civil society activism evolved over the last century, 

with a special emphasis on the use that civil society activists made of media outlets (i.e. 
television, radio, newspapers, and digital media); (2) conducting a comparative analysis on 
media activism in Western and Eastern political regimes; (3) Developing a conceptual 
framework to understand how current political regimes are shaped and transformed by 
media activism. Students who take this course will be able to understand the most recent 
developments in advocacy and activism across Eastern and Western political regimes; they 
will be learn how to identify strategies, actors, tools and places of activism; an they will be 
able to have a closer understanding of the Italian and international media-politics-civil 
society conundrums.  

This course is divided in four parts:  
 

(1) PART I – STRATEGIES OF ACTIVISM – The first part of the course will focus on strategies of 
activism. Students will be enabled to understand which strategies civil society activists use in 
order to: (a) advocate towards public institutions; and (b) receive media coverage of their 
actions. Drawing from the examination of 4 advocacy strategies – namely: protest/violence, 
raising-awareness, networking and empowerment/lobbying – students will be encouraged 
to develop a critical approach to the related topics. After a brief introductory part that will 
provide the basic definitions of civil society activism and will discuss normative questions on 
the role of the media in contemporary democratic regimes, lessons will be delivered 
following a case-by-case analysis. Advocacy strategies that will be considered include: (a) 
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protest/violence (case study: the No Global/Femen); (b) raising-awareness (case study: 
Anonymous); (c) networking (case study: the Arab Spring); (d) empowerment/lobbying (case 
study: The Pirate Party/Environmentalism). 
 

(2) PART II – ACTORS OF ACTIVISM – The second part of the course will shift the attention to the 
actors of activism. Students will learn: (a) how to classify different actors of advocacy; and (b) 
to understand under which circumstances movements of activism can turn into something 
different, e.g. a political party. Three typologies of actors of activism will be analyzed and 
compared: (a) social movements (case study: Anti-globalization/movements pro-peace); (b) 
grassroots/Nimbysm (case study: anti-fracking movement/No TAV); (c) youth/students (case 
study: 1989 Chinese revolution/1968 university movement). 

The second part of the course will also be the occasion to reflect on the transformation of 
activists into political parties. Two case studies will be addressed to explicate this point: the 
first is the 5-Star Movement (M5S) – a grassroots initiative led by comedian-turned-activist 
Beppe Grillo – that makes intensive use of digital media to promote the idea of a web-
democracy in which every citizen gets the chance to play an active part in public decision-
making; the second is Podemos – a Spanish party founded by a political scientist, Pablo 
Iglesias, advocating for social equality and justice. 

 
(3) PART III – TOOLS OF ACTIVISM – The third part of the course will concentrate on the tools of 

activism. Students will explore the tools that civil society activists use as part of their advocacy 
activities. Three tools of advocacy will be explored: (a) traditional means of advocacy (e.g. 
advocacy campaigns, marches, pickets, strikes); (b) digital means of advocacy (e.g. social 
media, app, photography); (c) innovative way of advocacy (e.g. gamification).  

 
(4) PART IV – PLACES OF ACTIVISM –The fourth part will deal with places where activism takes 

place. Students will learn to identify and distinguish between virtual and physical places of 
activism, and they will develop critical assessment of the importance of the space in which 
activism takes place.  

 
Building on the groundwork set in parts from 1 to 4,students at the end of this course will be 
able to analyze of the relationship between activism, media and democracy. They will know 
the dynamics behind the transformations encouraged by activism in democratic regimes, and 
the importance of media in promoting activism pro-democracy in authoritarian regimes. 
Readings, clips and discussions will provide students with the tools for understanding not only 
the growing impact that media have on politics, but also to elaborate opinions on possible 
future scenarios concerning the relationship between democracy and media. 
 

 

Desired Outcomes 
 

On completion of this course, students should: 
 

● Have improved their ability to think critically on media activism and 
democracy, engage in complex reasoning and express their thoughts clearly through 
their written work, classroom discussions and oral presentations; 
 

● Have improved their understanding of the methodologies of pro-democracy 
advocacy in both democratic and authoritarian regimes; 

 
● Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions in 

democracy, activism and media, in a comparative perspective; 
 

● Recognize works by the principal protagonists of the media activism and 
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understand why they are significant for media studies as well as political sciences. 
 

 

Assessment Components 
 

Attendance and classroom discussion of topics and reading materials: 40% 
Group Exercise: 20% 
Midterm Exam: 20% (take-home essay) 
Final Exam: 20% (in class multiple choice test) 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  
 
The structure of classes will vary, depending on the topic and on the group/individual 
assignments. As a rule, the first part of each class will be dedicated to a quick summary of 
previous topics of discussion, followed by an introduction to the topic that will be object of 
discussion and analysis during the class.  
 
On specific occasions, selected student (or, alternatively, group of students) will present to 
the class a case study for that day’s class, guided by the instructor. 
 
Discussion will follow, based on a discussion outline that will be emailed to all students by 
noon of the previous Friday. The instructor will present illustrative materials and empirical 
data regarding the concerned case study. Students are encouraged to add questions and 
topics during the class. Proponent students will receive a bonus for each suggested question 
or topic that will be discussed during the class.  
 
NB. Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the topics included in the 
discussion outline based on the readings assigned for the class.  

The last part of each class will consist of various types of classroom activities through which 
the instructor and students will explore the practical implications of the topics covered in the 
readings and discussed in the first part of the class. Alternatively, the last part of the class may 
consist of watching and discussing movies and documentaries that will highlight some specific 
aspects related to that day’s class.  

 

Assessment Expectations 
 

Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes beyond 
assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an original 
synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material critically. 
Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral presentations are 
concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student has 
distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for his/her contributions 
to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and materials 
covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented essays/exam 
questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual 
materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more of 
the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is generally in need of 
improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 
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assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more of 
the follow areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate in class 
discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or are 
not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

 
 
A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 

 

Grading Policy 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  
  

Academic 
Accommodations 

Academic accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities. Please 
contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at 212-998-4980 or see their website 
(http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-disabilities.html) for 
further information. 
 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in a class are 
encouraged to contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at (212) 998-4980 as 
soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely 
fashion. For more information, see Study Away and Disability. 
 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

Attendance: 
Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a 
single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the 
integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, and 
unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s final 
course grade. Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. 

http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-disabilities.html
http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-wellness/students-with-disabilities/housing-accommodations.html
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Repeated absences in a course may result in failure. 
  
For courses that meet once a week, one unexcused absence will be penalized by a two 
percent deduction from the student’s final course grade. For courses that meet two or more 
times a week, the same penalty will apply to two unexcused absences. 
  
Excused Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing 
missed assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based 
upon a schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student 

 
The only excused absences are those approved by the Office of Academic Support; they are 
as follows: 

  
Absence Due to Illness 

●     If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the Office of Student Life 
for information). 
●     Absences can ONLY be excused if they are reported WITHIN 24 HRS 
of your return to class via the online NYU Florence Absence Form: 
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6 
●     We will not accept a student email or telephone call regarding an 
absence due to illness.  We will not notify your faculty about these 
absences. 
●     The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or 
extended illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to 
properly record your absences 
  

Due to Religious Observance 

●     Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled 
class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This 
is for the holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come 
before and/or after the holiday 
●     Information regarding absences due to religious observance must 
be provided at least SEVEN DAYS PRIOR to the date(s) in question using the 
online NYU Florence Absence Form: http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6. Please 
note that no excused absences for reasons other than illness can be applied 
retroactively. 
  
  

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
●     All students are entitled to miss one class period without any 
penalty to their grade in order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is 
sponsored by La Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate Lecture 
series. 
●     Information regarding absences due to a class conflict must be 
provided at least SEVEN DAYS PRIOR to the date(s) in question using the 
online NYU Florence Absence Form: http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6. Please 
note that no excused absences for reasons other than illness can be applied 
retroactively.  
 

http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
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Students with questions or needing clarification about this policy are instructed to contact a 
member of the Office of Academic Support located in Villa Ulivi or to email 
florence.academicsupport@nyu.edu 
 

Late Submission of Work 

 

 
 

● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 
syllabus.   

●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to the 
professor one week prior to the due date   

● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before 
final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant 
Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they must both sign 
an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 

 

Plagiarism Policy 

 

 
 
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will consult   
first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed on 
your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult the 
Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 
 

The Writing Center  
 
The Writing Center, located in Aula Belvedere in Villa Ulivi, offers you feedback on any type of 
writing, at any stage in planning or drafting.  Sign up for a consultation at 
wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/ and submit your working draft or ideas a day in advance to 
florence.writingcenter@nyu.edu.  Drop in for a consultation M-Th, but remember that 
appointments are given priority.  Be assured that very rough drafts are welcome.  Please note 
that we do not correct or “fix” your writing; instead we prompt you to think and work. Our aim 
is to create stronger writers in the long term, not necessarily perfect papers in the short term.  
  

 

Required Text(s) 
 

 
1. REED, T.V (2003), The Art of Protest, Minnesota University Press; 

 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) 
(not required to purchase 
as  copies are in NYU-L 

1. CARROLL, W.K.; HACKETT, R.A. (2006), Democratic Media Activism Through The Lens of 
Social Movement Theory, 28 (1) Media, Culture & Society, 83-104 

2. CLARKE, A. (2013), Exploiting The Web as a Tool for Democracy: New Ways Forward 
in the Study and Practice of Digital Democracy, World Forum for Democracy; 

3. COGLIANESE, C. (2005), The Internet and Citizen Participation in Rulemaking, 1 (1) 

https://wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/
https://wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/
https://wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/
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Library or available on 
line) 
 

Journal of Law and Policy, 33-57; 
4. DUNBAR-HESTER, C. (2014), Producing “Participation”? The Pleasures and Perils of 

Technical Engagement in Radio Activism, 26(72) Public Culture, 25-50 
5. DUNBAR-HESTER, C. (2012), Soldering Toward Media Democracy: Technical Practice as 

Symbolic Value in Radio Activism, 36 Journal of Communication Inquiry, 149-169 
6. HARTLED, F. (2013), Digital Campaigning and Growing Anti-Elitism: The Pirates and 

Beppe Grillo, 12 European View, 135–142; 
7. MARLETTI, C.; RONCAROLO F. (2000), Media Influence in the Italian Transition from a 

Consensual to a Majoritarian Democracy, in Democracy and the Media: A 
Comparative Perspective, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press;  

8. PRESIDIAEUROPA (2014), About the TAV Movement and Beyond. A comprehensive 
Essay, 1-25 

9. REDA, V. (2013), Managing Communication in the Prime Minister’s Office: 1988-
2012, Contemporary Italian Politics, 1-14; 

10. REERSTORF, C.M. (2014), Mediatised affective activism. The activist imaginary and the 
topless body in the Femen movement, Convergence: The International Journal of 
Research Into Media Technologies 

11. RHEINGOLD, H. (1993), The Virtual Community: Homesteading on the Electronic 
Frontier, MIT Press; 

12. RUBCHAK, M. (2012), Seeing pink: Searching for gender justice through opposition in 
Ukraine, 19 European Journal of Women Studies, 55-72 

13. SGUEO, G. (2014), Web-Based Participatory Democracy. Findings From Italy, in 
Information and Communication Technologies in Public Administration: Innovations 
from Developed Countries, Forthcoming 2015 

14. SGUEO, G. (2014), Digital Participation. The case of the Italian “Dialogue with 
Citizens”, in AKRIVOPOULOU, M.; GARIPIDIS N. (eds.), Participation, Democracy, and 
Political Autonomy, IGI Press; 

15. SGUEO, G. (2009), Decentralization, integration and transposition: three models of 
consultation in the global legal order, 1 Indian Yearbook of International law and 
policy, 252-286 

16. SGUEO, G.; BANI, M. (2014), “We-Trasparency” in Human Rights and the Impact of ICT 
in the Public Sphere, in AKRIVOPOULOU, M.; GARIPIDIS N. (eds.), Participation, 
Democracy, and Political Autonomy, IGI Press; 

17. TURNER, E. (2013). The 5 Star Movement and its discontents: A tale of blogging, 
comedy, electoral success and tensions, 5 (2) Interface: a journal for and about 
social movements, 178 – 212; 

18. WOLFSELD, G; SEGEV E.; SHEAFER T. (2013), Social Media and the Arab Spring, 18(2) The 
International Journal of Press/Politics, 115-137  

 
 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

 
The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will be 
given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work 
constitutes plagiarism. 
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Additional Required Equipment  
 

 
N/A 

 
 

SESSION 1 
 
01 February  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE CLASS 
 

What is activism and why it is important to 
democracy? 

 
Students’ introductions: what is your 
background and why are you taking this course? 

Syllabus Review – What is Activism? How do we 
define civil society? What roles have media and 
activism in contemporary political regimes? 
What strategies, actors, tools and places are 
crucial to understand activism? 

Group exercise (1): identify 2 cases of civil 
society activism conducted through the use of 
media outlets. 

Group exercise (2): identify 2 cases in which the 
media helped or hindered democratic values. 

Class exercise (1): We will begin to build a 
matrix aimed at defining and categorizing 
activism, media outlets and political regimes 
(both democratic and authoritarian). The matrix 
will try to illustrate how those 3 elements are 
connected to each other.  
NB. We will add new data and information to 
the matrix throughout the course. A critical 
assessment of this matrix will be part of the final 
exam. 
 
Class exercise (2): We will create small “working 
units” (4 students max) and we will assign them 
a social media task. Each unit will cover a case 
of activism on two Social Networks: Twitter and 
Instagram.  
NB. Working units will be responsible to keep 
Social Media accounts alive throughout the 
semester. They are expected to publish updated 
information about the case assigned to them, 
and to engage their followers. A critical 
assessment of this exercise will be part of the 
final exam. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

NONE 
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SESSION 2 
 
8 February  
 

PART I (STRATEGIES OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 1 (PROTEST AND VIOLENCE) 
 
Student assignment: This assignment is divided 
in two parts. Start with selecting 3 posts from 
Social Media that discuss (to support or to 
criticize) the FEMEN movement; then select 3 
recent articles from newspapers and magazines 
and confront the differences. Students are 
particularly encouraged to select critical (a few 
accounts can be found here: 
http://mondoweiss.net/2013/04/suppression-
native-voices) as well as supportive posts and 
articles, in order to facilitate the discussion on 
the perception that media outlets have diffused 
of this movement. 
 
Movie Screening:  
(1) FEMEN: Sextremism in Paris (This 
documentary from VICE starts with an interview 
with Inna Shevchenko, one of Femen's founding 
members, and her French Femen sisters. Vice 
filmed the lead-up to one of the FEMEN action: 
pissing off a baying horde of neo-Nazi thugs) 
http://www.vice.com/video/femen-sextremism-
in-paris 
 
(2) Black Bloc – a story of violence and love 
(3 minutes short-film about the Black-Bloc. 
Story of love and violence - documentary or 
fiction ? - in the midlle of the BLACK BLOCs, 
which the mainstream medias describes as 
"vandals" or "terrorists" 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJn47jnX3
9o) 
 
(3) Black Bloc – we are the resistance 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jp__M1xf
X8  
 

 
 
 
 
 
(1) ARKHIPENKO V. (2012), Reconsidering The 
Conventional Private/Public  Dichotomy: 
Examining the Femen Movement Through 
The Arendtian Lens of the Social, (available 
here:  
http://www.etd.ceu.hu/2012/arkhipenko_vi
ktoriya.pdf) 
 
(2) Understanding the black blocks 
(http://www.policemag.com/channel/patrol
/articles/2015/01/understanding-the-black-
bloc.aspx) 
 
(3) The Black Blocs Ten Years after Seattle: 
Anarchism, Direct Action, and Deliberative 
Practices 
(http://www.academia.edu/2399689/The_B
lack_Blocs_Ten_Years_after_Seattle_Anarc
hism_Direct_Action_and_Deliberative_Prac
tices) 
 

SESSION 3 
 
15 February 
 

PART I (STRATEGIES OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 2 (RAISING AWARENESS) 

Class exercise: Social Media tasks. Check-up 

Movie Screening: Anonymous Documentary - 
How Anonymous Hackers Changed the World. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAECyLvSC

(1) COGLIANESE, C. (2005), The Internet and 
Citizen Participation in Rulemaking, 1 (1) 
Journal of Law and Policy, 33-57 (available 
here 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?ab
stract_id=421161 
 
(2) Changing the (Face)Book of Social 
Activism 

http://mondoweiss.net/2013/04/suppression-native-voices
http://mondoweiss.net/2013/04/suppression-native-voices
http://www.vice.com/video/femen-sextremism-in-paris
http://www.vice.com/video/femen-sextremism-in-paris
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJn47jnX39o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJn47jnX39o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jp__M1xfX8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jp__M1xfX8
http://www.etd.ceu.hu/2012/arkhipenko_viktoriya.pdf
http://www.etd.ceu.hu/2012/arkhipenko_viktoriya.pdf
http://www.policemag.com/channel/patrol/articles/2015/01/understanding-the-black-bloc.aspx
http://www.policemag.com/channel/patrol/articles/2015/01/understanding-the-black-bloc.aspx
http://www.policemag.com/channel/patrol/articles/2015/01/understanding-the-black-bloc.aspx
http://www.academia.edu/2399689/The_Black_Blocs_Ten_Years_after_Seattle_Anarchism_Direct_Action_and_Deliberative_Practices
http://www.academia.edu/2399689/The_Black_Blocs_Ten_Years_after_Seattle_Anarchism_Direct_Action_and_Deliberative_Practices
http://www.academia.edu/2399689/The_Black_Blocs_Ten_Years_after_Seattle_Anarchism_Direct_Action_and_Deliberative_Practices
http://www.academia.edu/2399689/The_Black_Blocs_Ten_Years_after_Seattle_Anarchism_Direct_Action_and_Deliberative_Practices
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAECyLvSCHg
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=421161
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=421161


 

Page 10 of 15 

Hg  
 
 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mark-
pfeifle/social-media-political-
activism_b_1594287.html 

SESSION 4 
 
22 February 
 

PART I (STRATEGIES OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 3 (NETWORKING) 

Guest Lecture: Antonella Napolitano – civil 
society activist - “Networking as a strategy of 
activism”. 
 

(1) NewScientist: Hong Kong protesters use 
a mesh network to organize (available here 
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn262
85-hong-kong-protesters-use-a-mesh-
network-to-organise.html#.VFZr24eHlrM 

SESSION 5 
 
29 February 
 

PART I (STRATEGIES OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 4 (EMPOWERMENT AND LOBBYING) 

Class exercise: Matrix. Check-up 

Movie screening: (1) The Pirate Party – the 
politics of protest (in 2006, Rick Falkvinge, a 
Swedish software entrepreneur, founded a new 
political party centred around the subjects of 
file sharing, copyright and patents. He called it 
the Pirate Party and it rose to prominence after 
a government crackdown on the file-sharing 
site, the Pirate Bay. Since then, the Pirate Party 
has swept Europe and beyond to become an 
international political movement, active in 40 
different countries with representation in the 
European parliament). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsI3-
IEWgFg  

(2) Beppe Grillo explains. Comedian Beppe Grillo 
has shaken up Italian politics, with his 5 Star 
Movement party (Movimento 5 Stelle) winning 
local and administrative polls in the Italian city 
of Parma and several smaller towns. Euronews 
met him in Tuscany  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWBPQaJ
MqQs  

Group exercise (1): Select a case in which the 
media presented the activity of the M5S in a 
positive way, and explain the reasons behind 
the positive media coverage;  

Group exercise (2): Select a case in which the 

(1) SGUEO, G.; BANI, M. (2014), “We-
Trasparency”, in AKRIVOPOULOU, M.; GARIPIDIS 
N. (eds.), Participation, Democracy, and 
Political Autonomy, IGI Press (available 
here: 
http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/We-
trasparency.pdf); 
 
(2) MOSCA, L. (2013), The 5 Stars Movement. 
Exception or Vanguard in Europe?, The 
international Spectator (available here 
http://www.academia.edu/5539590/The_Fi
ve_Star_Movement_Exception_or_Vanguar
d_in_Europe; 
 
(3) TURNER, E. (2013). The 5 Star Movement 
and its discontents: A tale of blogging, 
comedy, electoral success and tensions, 5 
(2) Interface: a journal for and about social 
movements, 178 – 212 (available here 
http://www.interfacejournal.net/wordpress
/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Interface-5-
2-Turner.pdf) 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAECyLvSCHg
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mark-pfeifle/social-media-political-activism_b_1594287.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mark-pfeifle/social-media-political-activism_b_1594287.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mark-pfeifle/social-media-political-activism_b_1594287.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn26285-hong-kong-protesters-use-a-mesh-network-to-organise.html#.VFZr24eHlrM
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn26285-hong-kong-protesters-use-a-mesh-network-to-organise.html#.VFZr24eHlrM
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn26285-hong-kong-protesters-use-a-mesh-network-to-organise.html#.VFZr24eHlrM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsI3-IEWgFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsI3-IEWgFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWBPQaJMqQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWBPQaJMqQs
http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/We-trasparency.pdf
http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/We-trasparency.pdf
http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/We-trasparency.pdf
http://www.interfacejournal.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Interface-5-2-Turner.pdf
http://www.interfacejournal.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Interface-5-2-Turner.pdf
http://www.interfacejournal.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Interface-5-2-Turner.pdf
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media presented the activity of the M5S in a 
negative way, and explain the reasons behind 
the negative media coverage 
 

SESSION 6 
 
7 March 
 

PART II (ACTORS OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 1 (SOCIAL MOVEMENTS) 
 

Class exercise: Social Media tasks. Check-up 
 
 
 
 

 
(1) SGUEO, G. (2009), Decentralization, 
integration and transposition: three models 
of consultation in the global legal order, 1 
Indian Yearbook of International law and 
policy, 252-286 (available here 
http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-
content/uploads/2012/04/Decentralization-
Integration-and-Trasposition.pdf) 

SESSION 7 
 
21 March  
 

PART II (ACTORS OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 2 (A) GRASSROOTS/NIMBYSM - (B) 

YOUTH/STUDENTS 
 
Group exercise: identify and distinguish 
between different typologies of activism: grass 
root, digital, not-for-profit); consider how 
different civil society groups make use of media 
outlets according to their vision and values. 
 
Movie Screening: The Activist State. 
(A documentary on the 1968 students protests 
in San Francisco) – available here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoPmb-
9ctGc 
 

(1) ANDERSON, M. (2015), The Other Student 
Activists, The Atlantic (available here 
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/arc
hive/2015/11/student-activism-history-
injustice/417129/) 

SESSION 8 
 
4 April  

 
The Mid-term Exam consists of oral 
presentations from students on a case of 
activism of their choice. 
 

NONE 

SESSION 9 

 
9 April  
 

FIELD TRIP 
 
 

International Journalism Festival – Perugia 
#JF16 

 

NONE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Decentralization-Integration-and-Trasposition.pdf
http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Decentralization-Integration-and-Trasposition.pdf
http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/sgueo/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Decentralization-Integration-and-Trasposition.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoPmb-9ctGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoPmb-9ctGc
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/11/student-activism-history-injustice/417129/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/11/student-activism-history-injustice/417129/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/11/student-activism-history-injustice/417129/
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SESSION 10 

 

 
 
18 April 

 

PART III (TOOLS OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 1 (TRADITIONAL MEANS OF ADVOCACY) 

Class exercise: Matrix. Check-up 
 
Student assignment: choose a podcast related 
with civil society activism (some may be found 
here http://www.mixcloud.com/tag/activism/ - 
feel free to find other sources from the web) 
and describe your how concepts and values 
where narrated, how important is the tone of 
voice, the use of music and special effects.  
 
Class exercise: identify traditional media and 
discuss how they have approached cases of 
activism. Explore the differences 
 

(1) DUNBAR-HESTER, C. (2012), Soldering 
Toward Media Democracy: Technical 
Practice as Symbolic Value in Radio 
Activism, 36 Journal of Communication 
Inquiry, 149-169 (available here 
http://www.academia.edu/1582043/Solderi
ng_Toward_Media_Democracy_Technical_P
ractice_as_Symbolic_Value_in_Radio_Activi
sm)  
 

SESSION 11 
 
2 May 

PART III (TOOLS OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 2 (DIGITAL MEANS OF ADVOCACY) 
 

Class exercise: Social media tasks. Check-up 
 
Class exercise: identify traditional media and 
discuss how they have approached cases of 
activism. Explore the differences 
 

(1) CLARKE, A. (2013), Exploiting The Web as 
a Tool for Democracy: New Ways Forward in 
the Study and Practice of Digital Democracy, 
World Forum for Democracy (available here 
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/n
ews/wfd/study_en.pdf 
 
(2) New York Drafting Guidance on Social 
Media and Lobbying 
http://www.bna.com/new-york-drafting-
n57982065993/  

SESSION 12 
 
5 May 
 

PART III (TOOLS OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 3 (INNOVATIVE MEANS OF ADVOCACY) 
 
Student assignment: Select 2 apps that have 
been already used as advocacy tools. You will 
illustrate the use of these apps to the class, and 
will explain why, in your opinion, these apps 
contributed to the success or failure of the 
related advocacy campaign. 

Student assignment: visit and interact with the 
activist website initiative “Fort McMoney” 
(http://www.fortmcmoney.com/#/fortmcmone
y). This will be the basis of discussion on 
interactive form of online advocacy. 
 

 
(1) Gamification producing Activism, 
available here 
http://publicculture.dukejournals.org/conte
nt/26/1_72/25.abstract) 
 
(2) C. FRANGONIKOLOPOULOS, I. CHAPSOS,  
(2013), Explaining the Role and Impact of 
Social Media on Arab Spring (available here 
http://www.academia.edu/2370755/Explai
ning_the_role_and_impact_of_social_medi
a_in_the_Arab_Spring_) 
 
(3) From Arab Spring to Autumn Rage: The 
Dark Power of Social Media - 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-
lam/social-media-middle-east-protests-
_b_1881827.html 
 

http://www.mixcloud.com/tag/activism/
http://www.academia.edu/1582043/Soldering_Toward_Media_Democracy_Technical_Practice_as_Symbolic_Value_in_Radio_Activism
http://www.academia.edu/1582043/Soldering_Toward_Media_Democracy_Technical_Practice_as_Symbolic_Value_in_Radio_Activism
http://www.academia.edu/1582043/Soldering_Toward_Media_Democracy_Technical_Practice_as_Symbolic_Value_in_Radio_Activism
http://www.academia.edu/1582043/Soldering_Toward_Media_Democracy_Technical_Practice_as_Symbolic_Value_in_Radio_Activism
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/news/wfd/study_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/news/wfd/study_en.pdf
http://www.bna.com/new-york-drafting-n57982065993/
http://www.bna.com/new-york-drafting-n57982065993/
http://www.fortmcmoney.com/#/fortmcmoney
http://www.fortmcmoney.com/#/fortmcmoney
http://publicculture.dukejournals.org/content/26/1_72/25.abstract
http://publicculture.dukejournals.org/content/26/1_72/25.abstract
http://www.academia.edu/2370755/Explaining_the_role_and_impact_of_social_media_in_the_Arab_Spring_
http://www.academia.edu/2370755/Explaining_the_role_and_impact_of_social_media_in_the_Arab_Spring_
http://www.academia.edu/2370755/Explaining_the_role_and_impact_of_social_media_in_the_Arab_Spring_
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-lam/social-media-middle-east-protests-_b_1881827.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-lam/social-media-middle-east-protests-_b_1881827.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-lam/social-media-middle-east-protests-_b_1881827.html
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SESSION 13 

VIRTUAL VS PHYSICAL PLACES  
 
6 May 
 

PART IV (PLACES OF ACTIVISM) 

Class 1 (VIRTUAL VS PHYSICAL PLACES) 

Class exercise: Matrix and Social media tasks. 
Final check-up 

Student assignment: identify a case of activism 
in which both a physical and virtual component 
is relevant. Students are encouraged to 
compare the case of their choice with the class. 
 

 

SESSION 15 
 
09 May 
 

 
 

FINAL EXAM 

The test will be divided in two parts. The first 
part consists of a multiple-choice test that will 
cover all topics discussed during previous 
classes. The second part will consist of a critical 
assessment of the Matrix and the social media 
tasks elaborated throughout the course. 

None 

SESSION  14 

TBA 

CONFERENCE 

Globalisation and Democracy 

This is a one-day conference to gather scholars, 
practitioners and civil society activists to discuss 
the relationship between democracy and 
globalisation. The conference aims at: first, 
encouraging collaboration and ideas sharing 
among faculty members at NYU; second, 
enriching students’ knowledge of civil society 
activism (the conference will be an integral part 
of the course on “Media Activism and 
Democracy” during the Spring 2016 Semester); 
third, increasing the visibility of NYU-Florence as 
an academic centre for teaching and research.  
Conference venue and date: TBA 
 

None 
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Classroom Etiquette 
 

 
● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are prohibited in the 

classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle bins 

located throughout the on campus buildings 
 

 

Required Co-curricular 
Activities 
 

 
Field Trip – Perugia – 8 april 
International Festival of Journalism  
Program TBA 
 

 

Suggested Co-curricular 
Activities 
 

 
 
“Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by the 
professor throughout the semester.” 
 

 

Your Instructor 

Gianluca Sgueo: www.gianlucasgueo.it ; Twitter: @GianlucaSgueo ; LinkedIn: GianlucaSgueo 
 
Gianluca Sgueo is Post-Doc researcher in Democracy and Globalization at the Centre of Social 
Studies, University of Coimbra, Portugal. JD Law (University of Rome, La Sapienza, 2004); JD 
Political Sciences (University of Viterbo, 2006). MA in Administrative & Public Law (Scuola 
Superiore della Pubblica Amministrazione, Rome, 2005), MA in European Law (European Public 
Law Academy, Athens, 2009), PhD in Public Law (University of Salento, Italy, 2010).  
 
In 2008 Gianluca Sgueo was appointed visiting research fellow at the Law School of the New York 
University. In 2009 (January-September) he was nominated enseignant-chercheur at Sciences Po, 
Paris. Since 2011 he is Department Director (Area: Institutions) at I-Com (Institute for 
competitiveness – a think tank devoted to economic and social analysis). Since 2009 he is 
Freelance Journalist.  
 
His professional background includes several experiences in the public sector. In 2007, he was 
nominated expert in legal matters for the Italian Ministry of Public Administration. In 2010 he was 
appointed legal and communication expert for the Italian government. In 2012 he was appointed 
Coordinator of the Press Office of the Italian Government. Since 2014 he is policy analyst in the 
European Parliamentary Research Service of the European Parliament, in Brussels.  
 
Gianluca Sgueo has authored several books, chapters and articles in Italian and English. He 
authored “Esperimenti di democrazia globale” (Rubbettino) in 2011, “Lobbying&Lobbismi. Le 
regole del gioco in una democrazia reale” in 2012 (EGEA-Bocconi University Press). His new book 
“Beyond Networks. Civil Society Coalitions between the European and the Global Legal Orders” is 
forthcoming in 2016 (Springer).  
 

http://www.gianlucasgueo.it/
https://twitter.com/GianlucaSgueo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gianlucasgueo?trk=nav_responsive_tab_profile_pic
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