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Class code 
 

MEDI-UA9995001  RELST-UA9671001  

 

Instructor Details 
 

 
 
Name: Dr. Matteo Duni 
NYUHome Email Address: md90@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: by appointment 
Villa Ulivi Office Location: Quartiere S. Frediano Office room 
Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 317 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 
 
 
 

 

Class Details 
 

 
Semester: Spring 2013 
Full Title of Course: Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Culture: Magic, Religion, and the 
Inquisition in 15th and 16th century Europe 
Meeting Days and Times: T 3:00-5:45 
Classroom Location: 
 
 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
 
 

 

Class Description 
 

In the last three decades, the history of magic, of witchcraft, and of their repression has been 
analyzed from a variety of viewpoints. Historians of popular culture have traced the origins of 
the “sabbat” - the witches’ meeting - to certain component of European folklore; scholars of 
early modern religion have researched the connections between the witch-hunt and the 
Protestant Reformation, while other historians have contextualized the discourse on magic 
and witchcraft in the wider framework of early modern culture, from natural philosophy to 
politics, from language to gender. In short, historians now consider the “occult sciences” and 
their reception – and rejection - to be a highly multifaceted topic, which cannot be fully 
understood unless it is studied from multiple angles. Correspondingly, we will look at this 
elusive topic from various, different perspectives, trying to capture as much as possible of its 
multifaceted essence. 
This course is made up of four sections. The first opens with an analysis of the intellectual 
foundations of the witch-hunt from the later Middle Ages to the early Renaissance. It traces 
the development of the elite's opinions with respect to popular superstition, magic and 
heresy, and their evolution into the belief in the witches’ plot to destroy Christendom. 
The second section will concentrate on the most famous handbook for witch-hunters, Malleus 
Maleficarum (“The Hammer of the Witches”) and on the roots of medieval misogyny, also 
studying how visual representations of female sexuality served as a means to articulate and 
reinforce male expectations and control over women. 
In the third section we will look at the mass witch-hunts of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries on the backdrop of the break between Protestant and Catholic Europe, and examine 
the connections linking witch-hunting to the momentous social, political and religious changes 



 

Page 2 of 9 

of the times. 
In the fourth part, the course will shift focus to the grassroots level, with a twofold aim. On 
the one hand, thanks to the contribution of anthropology and sociology, we will shed light on 
the economic and social mechanisms which lead a community to “make a witch”, singling out 
one of its members and accusing him (but more often her) of anti-social, and indeed anti-
human deeds. On the other hand, the tools of gender history will enable us to understand 
why witches were often accused by other women, and to read the witches’ confessions with 
psychoanalytical tools. 
 
 

 

Desired Outcomes 
 

On completion of this course, students should: 
• be able to contextualize the discourse on magic and witchcraft in the wider 

framework of early modern culture, from natural philosophy to politics, from 
language to gender; 

• be able to distinguish and comprehend the various historiographical approaches 
which enable our present understanding of the subject;  

• have a clear sense of the different factors that, through their complex interplay, lead 
to the age of the witch-hunts 

• have improved their understanding of the methodologies of research on the course’s 
topics 
 

 

Assessment Components 
 

Attendance and Participation: 12,5% 
Written Assignments (two 5-page reaction papers): 25% 
Midterm Exam: 25% 
Oral Presentation of c. 15-minute length: 12,5% 
Final Exam: 25% 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  
 
Class presentations 
Students have to present to the class on a theme chosen among the weekly topics listed on 
the syllabus (it is also possible to choose alternative topics: ask the professor). Students will 
have to show clearly the main points discussed by the author(s) of the texts, expressing their 
personal point of view, comparing the readings examined to other texts read in class, and 
explaining whether they are convinced of the authors’ opinion and why. Presentations must 
be an exercise in critical thinking, not a mere repetition of the readings’ contents; they will 
have to be concise (max. 20 minutes), lively and to the point. After their presentation, 
students will chair the class discussion, that is, questions and comments from their peers. 
PowerPoint, handouts, and other creative methods of interaction/presentation are 
encouraged, but must be discussed with the professor. Students may have to read additional 
bibliography to prepare for presentation, and in any case must meet with professor 
beforehand. Presentations can be done in pairs, and are scheduled on the first or the second 
class of the week chosen depending on the readings assigned. The first week available for 
presentations is that of Feb. 26, the last one that of Apr. 30. No presentations in the week 
after break (Apr. 2). Professor will circulate a sign-up calendar of presentations in the week 
of Feb. 19. All students MUST sign up for a presentation by that week. No rescheduling of 
presentations will be allowed.  

Reaction papers 
These are reviews of readings, each ca. 5 pages, typewritten, double-spaced. The paper must 
include a summary of the main points of the reading, and a critical comment by the student 
explaining why text is relevant to the course, best if linked to other readings and/or lectures 
(in case with bibliographical references). Each paper must refer to a single text, either an 
article/essay, or a chapter from a book. The students have to write two papers during the 
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semester: one must refer to a reading from the first half of the course (deadline for 
submission: Mar. 12); the other to a reading from the second half (deadline: Apr. 30). Papers 
have to be written in clear, correct English, and to be typed with care. Grammatical and 
spelling mistakes and sloppy writing will result in the lowering of the grade. You cannot 
choose readings from either the course textbook, The Witch-hunt in Early Modern Europe by 
B. P. Levack, or Under the Devil’s Spell by M. Duni, for a review paper. 

Examinations 
The midterm exam will consist of two parts. The first part will be a list of names, dates and 
events which students will have to identify with short definitions - 2-3 complete sentences 
each. The second part will be composed of four essay questions. Students will choose two, 
and answer them fully, that is, with essays approx. two pages long each. The final exam will 
consist of a list of two short and four long essay questions: students will do both short essays 
(ca. 150 words, or one page, each), and will choose two out of the four long questions 
(approx. two pages long each). Professor will hand out study sheets before exams. 

 

 

Assessment Expectations 
 

Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes beyond 
assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an original 
synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material critically. 
Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral presentations are 
concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student has 
distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for his/her contributions 
to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and materials 
covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented essays/exam 
questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual 
materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more 
of the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is generally in need 
of improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more of 
the follow areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate in class 
discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or are 
not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

 
 
[Please use this standard grade conversion] 
 
A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
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C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 
 

 

Grading Policy  
 

 
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  
 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

 
Attendance: 
Attendance is expected and required of all students. Any absences will negatively impact 
upon your course grade 
 
Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing 
missed assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based 
upon a schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student 

 
Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 
● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be 

accepted to justify an absence due to illness 
● Within 24 hours of your return to class you must bring this note to the 

Office of Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  We 
will review the medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via email 
about your justified absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not 
justified and count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student 
email or telephone call regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not 
notify your faculty about these absences 

● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or extended 
illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to properly 
record your absences 

Due to Religious Observance 

● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time 
are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is for the 
holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before 
and/or after the holiday 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to 

their grade in order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is sponsored 
by NYU Florence or La Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate 
Lecture series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 
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Late Submission of Work 

 

 
● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 

syllabus.   
●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to 

the professor one week prior to the due date   
● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before 

final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant 
Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they must both 
sign an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 

 

Plagiarism Policy 

 

 
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will consult   
first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed on 
your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult 
the Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 
 

 

Required Text(s) 
 

 
It is recommended that students purchase the books marked with *: they are available at 
the Paperback Exchange bookstore, via delle Oche 4/r. The library of Villa Ulivi holds both 
the originals and the master copies of all the other readings. 
Behringer, Wolfgang, “Weather, Hunger and Fear” in The Witchcraft Reader, ed. Darren 
Oldridge, London-New York, Routledge, 2002, 67-86. 
Broedel, Hans Peter, “Witchcraft as an Expression of Female Sexuality” in Id., The Malleus 
Maleficarum and the Construction of Witchcraft: Theology and Popular Belief, Manchester 
(UK), Manchester University Press, 2003, 167-88. 
Gene Brucker, ed., The Society of Renaissance Florence: A Documentary Study, New York-
London, Harper and Row, 1971, 260-73Burke, Peter “Witchcraft and Magic in Renaissance 
Italy: Gianfrancesco Pico and his Strix” in The Renaissance in Europe: A Reader, ed. Keith 
Whitlock, New Haven-London, Yale University Press, 2000, 327-41. 
Clark, Stuart, “Natural Magic”, “Demonic Magic” in Id., Thinking with Demons: The Idea of 
Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe, Oxford-New York, Oxford University Press, 1997, 214-50 
--- “Protestant Witchcraft, Catholic Witchcraft” in Id. Thinking with Demons,  526-45. 
*Duni, Matteo, Under the Devil’s Spell: Witches, Sorcerers, and the Inquisition in Renaissance 
Italy, Florence, Syracuse University in Florence Press, 2007. 
*Ginzburg, Carlo, The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth Centuries, Baltimore-London, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1983.  
Gurevich, Aron Ja., “Popular Culture in the Mirror of Penitentials”, in Id., Medieval Popular 
Culture: Problems of Belief and Perception, London-New York, Cambridge University Press, 
1988, 78-103  
Kors, Alan C., and Edward Peters, eds., Witchcraft in Europe 1100-1700: A Documentary 
History, Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001 (2nd edition). 
Larner, Christina,“Was Witch-hunting Woman-hunting?” in The Witchcraft Reader, ed. Darren 
Oldridge, London-New York, Routledge, 2002, 273-5. 
*Levack, Brian, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe, Harlow (UK), Pearson Longman, 2006 
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(3rd edition). 
Monter, E. William, “The Sociology of Jura Witchcraft” in The Witchcraft Reader, 87-96. 
Roper, Lyndal, “Fertility” in Ead., Witch Craze: Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany, New 
Haven-London, Yale University Press, 2004, 128-159. 
Ruggiero, Guido, Binding Passions: Tales of Marriage, Magic, and Power in the Renaissance, 
London-New York, Cambridge University Press, 1993, 130-74. 
Thomas, Keith, “Witchcraft and its Social Environment” in Id., Religion and the Decline of 
Magic, London, Penguin, 1971, 638-80. 
Waite, Gary K., “Between the Devil and the Inquisitor”, in The Witchcraft Reader, 189-199. 
Zika, Charles, “Dürer’s Witch”, and “She-Man: Visual Representations of Witchcraft and 
Sexuality” in Id., Exorcising Our Demons: Magic, Witchcraft and Visual Culture in Early Modern 
Europe, Leiden-Boston, Brill, 2003, 305-32, 269-304. 
 
 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) (not 
required to purchase as  
copies are in NYU-L Library 
or available on line) 
 

 
 

 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

 
The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will 
be given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work 
constitutes plagiarism. 
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Additional Required Equipment  
 

 
 N/A 

 
 

Session 1 
 
2/5 
 

Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Session 2 
 
2/12 

Magic and Witchcraft in the Early Times of 
Christianity 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levack, The Witch Hunt, chap. 1; Gurevich, 
“Popular Culture in the Mirror of 
Penitentials”, 78-103; Canon Episcopi in 
Kors & Peters, Witchcraft in Europe, 60-63. 

 

Session 3 
 
2/19 

The Catholic Church and Popular Culture in the 
late Middle Ages  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ginzburg, The Night Battles, chaps. 1-2; 
Levack, The Witch-Hunt, chap. 2 

 

Session 4 
 
2/26 

Jews, Heretics, Witches: the “Diabolical Sect” 
and the Inquisition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ginzburg, “Deciphering the Sabbath”, 121-
37; Cohn, “The Demonization of Mediaeval 
Heretics”, 35-78, 242-8; Duni, Under the 
Devil’s Spell, 23-32. 

 

Session 5 
 
3/5 

Women and Demons: the Malleus Maleficarum  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Malleus Maleficarum and other authors in 
Kors & Peters, Witchcraft in Europe, 176-
204; Broedel, The Malleus Maleficarum, 
167-88 

 

Session 6 
 
3/12 

Magicians, Philosophers, Inquisitors and 
Witches in the Renaissance 
 
 
 
 
 

Clark, “Natural Magic”, “Demonic Magic”, 
214-250; Burke, “Witchcraft and Magic in 
Renaissance Italy: Gianfrancesco Pico and 
his Strix”, 32-52; Duni, Under the Devil’s 
Spell, 20-22, 118-123. 
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Session 7 
 
3/19 

 
MIDTERM EXAM 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Session 8 
 
4/2 

The Witch-hunts and the Protestant 
Reformation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levack, The Witch-Hunt, chap. 4; Martin 
Luther, John Calvin in Kors & Peters, 261-
270; Clark, “Protestant Witchcraft, Catholic 
Witchcraft”, 526-45; Waite, “Between the 
Devil and the Inquisitor”, 189-99. 

 

Session 9 
 
4/9 

Demography, Economy, and Witch-hunting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levack, The Witch-Hunt, chap. 5; Behringer, 
“Weather, Hunger and Fear”, 69-86; Roper, 
“Fertility”, 128-159. 

 

Session 10 
 
4/16 

Who Were the “Witches”? Part I: Sociology of 
Accusations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas, “Witchcraft and its Social 
Environment”, 638-80; Monter, “The 
Sociology of Jura Witchcraft”, 115-41 
 

 

Session 11 
 
4/19 (Friday) 

 
Screening of the film The Crucible 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Session 12 
 
4/23 

Images of Witchcraft 
 
 
 
 

Zika, “Dürer’s Witch”, 305-32, and “She-
Man: Visual Representations of Witchcraft 
and Sexuality”, 269-304. 

 

Session 13 
 
4/30 

Who Were the “Witches”? Part II: Wizards and 
Sorceresses 
 
 
 
 

Larner, “Was Witch-hunting Woman-
hunting?”, 273-5; Duni, Under the Devil’s 
Spell, 46-51, 85-109; O'Neil, “’Sacerdote 
ovvero strione’. Ecclesiastical and 
Superstitious Remedies in 16th century 
Italy”, pp. 53-83. 

 

Session 14 
5/7 

What Did the “Witches” Do? Varieties of Magic 
and the Inquisition’s response 
 
 

Ruggiero, Binding Passions, 130-174; Duni, 
Under the Devil’s Spell, 32-38, 52-71, 80-84, 
110-117 
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Session 15 
5/14 
 
 

 
 
FINAL EXAM 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are prohibited in the 

classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle bins 

located throughout the on campus buildings 
 

 

Required Co-curricular 
Activities 
 

 
On Friday Apr.  19 the class will meet at Villa Ulivi for the screening of the movie The Crucible 

 

Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 
 

 
 
Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by the 
professor throughout the semester. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


