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Class code 
 

[Place here the alpha-numeric code as indicated by the Office of Academic Support] 

 

Instructor Details 
 

Name: Natalia Piombino 
NYUHome Email Address: npiombin@syr.edu 
Office Hours: 
Villa Ulivi Office Location: 
Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone 
number 
 

 

Class Details 
 

 
Semester: 
Full Title of Course: The Italian South 
Meeting Days and Times: 
Classroom Location: 
 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
[Place here any official NYU prerequisites as they appear on the NYU Study Abroad 
Florence website] 
 

 

Class Description 
 

The course is a voyage through the fascinating and complex history and culture of the 
Italian South, from the first half of the Nineteenth Century to the present day. Adopting an 
interdisciplinary approach we will explore the rich patrimony of southern history, as well as 
the violence of a society with neither rules nor justice. In Italy and in Italian Studies, the 
'Southern Question' evokes the powerful image of two profoundly different Italies. We will 
investigate the disparities between the North and the South, devoting special 
consideration to the origins, causes and the consequences of this divide as well as to the 
economic and political interests of the elite who ruled the country.  
 

 

Desired Outcomes 
 

 
On completion of this course, students should: 

• Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning and 
express  their thoughts clearly through their written work; 

• Have improved their understanding of Italian history; 
• Demonstrate familiarity with the key factors which lead to the North-South divide; 
• Demonstrate a sound understanding of topics such as the debate on the South, 

the attitude and interests of the Italian elite, the challenges southerners had to 
face from the Nineteenth Century to the present day. 

 
 

Assessment Components 
 

Attendance and Participation: 25% 
Written Assignment (three 7-8 page papers): 25% 
Midterm Exam: 30% 
Final Exam: 20% 
Exams: the midterm and the final exam will consist of 6 essay questions.  
Length requirement: each essay should be approximately 200 to 500 words.  
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Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  
 

 

Assessment Expectations 
 

Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes 
beyond assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an 
original synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source 
material critically. Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral 
presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The 
student has distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for 
his/her contributions to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and 
materials covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented 
essays/exam questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by 
appropriate visual materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in 
one or more of the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is 
generally in need of improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of 
more of the follow areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate 
in class discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or 
are not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 
 

 

Grading Policy 
 

 
 
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  
 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

Attendance: 
Attendance is expected and required of all students.  Any absences will negatively 
impact upon your course grade 
 
Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing 
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missed assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based 
upon a schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the 
student 

 
Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 
● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be 

accepted to justify an absence due to illness 
● Within 24 hours of your return to class you must bring this note to the 

Office of Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  
We will review the medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via 
email about your justified absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not 
justified and count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student 
email or telephone call regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not 
notify your faculty about these absences 

● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or 
extended illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to 
properly record your absences 

Due to Religious Observance 

● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class 
time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is 
for the holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may 
come before and/or after the holiday 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support 
in writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this 
purpose 

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to 

their grade in order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is 
sponsored by NYU Florence or La Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or 
the Graduate Lecture series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support 
in writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this 
purpose 

  

Late Submission of Work 
 

 
 

● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 
syllabus.   

●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to 
the professor one week prior to the due date   

● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks 
before final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the 
Assistant Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they 
must both sign an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing 
coursework. 

 

Plagiarism Policy [Please use this standard text] 
 
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 
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plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will 
consult   
first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed 
on your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult 
the Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 
 

 

Required Text(s) 
 

 
Assigned readings are to be found online, through links available on our Blackboard site. 
 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) (not 
required to purchase as  
copies are in NYU-L Library 
or available on line) 
 

Suggested readings: 
 
Acton, Harold,The Bourbons of Naples (Prion: London, 1957) 
Aprile, Pino, Terroni: All that was done to ensure that the Italians of the south would 
become ‘meridionali’ (southerners) (Milan: Edizioni Piemme, 2010) 
Astarita, Tommaso, Between Salt Water and Holy Water. A History of the Italian South  
(New York: W.W. Norton, 2005) 
Behan, Tom, See Naples and die: The Camorra and organised crime (London and New York 
: I. B. Tauris, 2002) 
Bevilacqua, Piero, ‘New and old in the southern question’, Modern Italy, 1, 2 (1996), pp.81-
92   
Bevilacqua, Piero, ‘A reply to Anna Bull’, Modern Italy, 2,  1/ 2 (1997), pp.77-80 
Bull, Anna, ‘The south, the state and economic development: remarks on Piero 
Bevilacqua’s ‘Old and new in the Southern question’’, Modern Italy, 2, 1/ 2 (1997),  pp.  72-
76 
Dickie, John,  Darkest Italy (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999) 
Doyle, Don,  Nations Divided: America, Italy, and the Southern Question (Athens: University 
of Georgia Press, 2002) 
Duggan, Christopher,  Fascism and the Mafia (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989) 
Duggan, Christopher, The force of destiny (London: Penguin, 2007)    
Goddard, Victoria, A. Gender, Family and Work in Naples (Washington, 
DC: Berg, 1996) 
Levi, Carlo, Christ stopped at Eboli , (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1989) 
Lumley, Robert and Jonathan Morris, eds., The New History of the Italian South. The 
Mezzogiorno Revisited (Exeter: University of Exeter Press, 1997) 
Lupo, Salvatore, ‘The Changing Mezzogiorno between representation and reality’, in 
Stephen Gundle and Simon Parker, eds, The New Italian Republic, from the fall of the Berlin 
Wall to Berlusconi (London: Routledge, 1996), pp. 245-260 
Lupo, Salvatore,  History of the Mafia (New York: Columbia University Press, 2009) 
Mack Smith, Denis, A history of Sicily. Modern Sicily after 1713 (London: Chatto & Windus, 
1969) 
Schneider, Jane C. and Peter T. Schneider, Reversible Destiny: Mafia, Antimafia, and the 
Struggle for Palermo (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003) 
Tomasi di Lampedusa, Giuseppe, The Leopard (New York: Pantheon Books, 1960) 
Vicari, Serena, ‘Naples: Urban Regeneration and Exclusion in the Italian South’, 
European Urban and Regional Studies, vol. 8 n. 2, April 2001 , pp. 103-115  
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Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites 
will be given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your 
written work constitutes plagiarism. 



 

Page 6 of 8 

 
 

Additional Required 
Equipment  
 

 
[Art supplies or other equipment for class would go here. 
If none are required please list N/A] 

 

Session 1 
 
[Enter date] 
 

The South before the birth of Italy. The cultural and economic exchanges with the peninsula and 
the European countries during the Nineteenth Century; the Grand Tour.  
                 Reading: D. Mack Smith, Modern Sicily, pp.300-306 ; H. Acton, The Last Bourbons of  
                 Naples, pp.336-352; J.Black, Italy and the Grand Tour, pp.46-67 and pp.203-222;  
                 T. Astarita, Between Salt Water and Holy Water, pp. 220-283; M. Calaresu, ‘Looking for  
                 Virgil’s Tomb: The End of the Grand Tour and the Cosmopolitan Ideal in Europe’, pp.  
                 138-161. 
 

 

Session 2 
 
[Enter date] 

The South in the newly born Kingdom of Italy.The ‘Southern Question’. Crispi and the Left.  
Sicilian culture and food: The Leopard’s timballo di maccheroni.   
                 Reading: D.Mack Smith, Modern Sicily, pp. 469-489; J.Black, Italy and the Grand Tour, 
                 pp.104-117; T.Astarita, Between Salt Water and Holy Water, pp. 284-317; J. Dickie,  
                 Delizia!, pp. 13-30. 
 

 

Session 3 
 
[Enter date] 

Brigandage and the racial explanations for the Southern Question. 
                  Reading: C. Duggan, The Force of Destiny, pp. 259- 273;  J. Dickie,  ‘A Word at War: the  
                  Italian Italian Army and Brigandage 1860–1870’, pp. 1-24; D. Mack Smith, Modern Sicily, 
                  pp. 453-468; A.Grab, ‘State Power, Brigandage and Rural Resistance in Napoleonic Italy’, 
                  pp. 39-70. 
 

 

Session 4 
 
[Enter date] 

Southerners seek a new life in the US. The southern emigration to the US during the Liberal 
period. 
                  Reading: N. Moe, ‘The Mediterranean Comes to Ellis Island:The Southern Question in  
                  the New World’, pp.1-5; P. D’Agostino, ‘Craniums, Criminals, and the ‘Cursed Race’:  
                  Italian Anthropology In American Racial Thought, 1861-1924’, pp. 319-43; D. Gabaccia,  
                  Italy’s Many Diasporas, pp.58-80. 
 

 

Session 5 
 
[Enter date] 

Fascism and the South.  
                  Reading: D.Mack Smith, Modern Sicily, pp.505-523;  F. De Donno, ‘La Razza Ario- 
                  Mediterranea: Ideas of Race and Citizenship in Colonial and Fascist Italy, 1885-1941’, 
                  pp.394-412; P.Allum, Politics and Society in postwar Naples, pp.71-76; C.Duggan,  
                  Fascism and the Mafia, pp. 95-146.  
 

 

Session 6 
 
[Enter date] 

State power and criminal organizations in the southern regions. 
                  Reading: P.Allum, Politics and Society in post-war Naples, pp.93-100; T. Behan, See  
                  Naples & Die, pp.17-46, 192-228. 
 

 

Session 7 
 
[Enter date] 

Midterm Exam 
 

 

Session 8 
 
[Enter date] 

‘Familism’ and social capital  in post-war South. 
                  Reading:  E. Banfield, The moral basis of a backward society, pp. 83-101 and 155-166;  
                  P.Ginsborg, A History of Contemporary Italy, pp. 28-38, 59-63, 122-140, 173-181. 
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Session 9 
 
[Enter date] 

 
The narration of the South, 1944-45. 
                     Reading: J. Gatt-Rutter, Liberation and literature: Naples 1944’, pp. 245-272;  D.Gunn, 
                     “’It is the Fate of Europe to Become Naples.’ Curzio Malaparte and the Plague of  
                      Benevolent Interventionism’ (web); C. Levi, Christ stopped at Eboli, pp. 3-4, 120-132. 
 

 

Session 10 
 
[Enter date] 

Spiders, songs, dances and suffering in Salento. De Martino’s anthropological research on 
primitive pagan rituals in Apulia.  
                     Reading: E. De Martino, The Land of Remorse, pp.xxi-xxiii, 1-18, 87-90, 124-133, 237- 
                     249; M. Pandolfi, ‘Boundaries inside the body: Women’s sufferings in Southern  
                     Peasant Italy’, pp.255-273. 
 

 

Session 11 
 
[Enter date] 

Naples: “the only Oriental city without a European quarter” (E.Scarfoglio). 
                    Reading: M. Calaresu, ‘From the street to the stereotype: Urban space, travel and the  
                    picturesque in late eighteenth-century Naples’, pp. 189-203; T.Astarita, Between 
                   Salt Water and Holy Water, pp. 290-299; J. Dickie,  Delizia!, pp. 156-177, 197-210.  
 

 

Session 12 
 
[Enter date] 

The South from the end of WWII to the “economic miracle”. 
                   Reading: P.Allum, Politics and Society in post-war Naples, pp.111-113; J. Chubb,  
                   Patronage, Power & Poverty in Southern Italy, pp. 55-127, 159-177; P. Ginsborg, A  
                   History of Contemporary Italy, pp. 217-222. 
 

 

Session 13 
 
[Enter date] 

Palermo from the 1970s to present day, between unemployment, corruption, anti-mafia 
associations, etc.  
                   Reading:  J. C. Schneider and P.T Schneider, Reversible Destiny, pp. 160-234, 260-303;  
                   H. Partridge, ‘The determinants of and barriers to critical consumption: a study of  
                   Addiopizzo’, pp. 343-363; S. S. Booth and J. E. Cole, ‘An unsettling  integration: 
                   Immigrant lives and work in Palermo’, pp. 191-205;  J.C. Schneider and P.T. Schneider,  
                   ‘Sicily: reflections on forty years of change’, pp. 61-83; A. Jamieson, The Antimafia, 
                    pp. 143-158.  
 

 

Session 14 
 
[Enter date] 

Naples from the 1970s to present day: garbage, camorra, African  Immigrants, movements of 
rebirth and southern pride. 
                      Reading: F. Allum and P. Allum, ‘Revisiting Naples: clientelism and organized crime’,  
                      pp. 340-365;  V. Aniello,  ‘The Competitive Mezzogiorno (Southern Italy): Some  
                      Evidence from the Clothing and Textile Industry in San Giuseppe Vesuviano’, pp.517– 
                      536; F. Allum, ‘Becoming a camorrista: criminal culture and life choices in Naples’, pp. 
                      324-347. 
 

 

Session 15 
 
[Enter date] 
 

Final Exam 
 
 

 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

 
● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are prohibited in the 

classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle bins 

located throughout the on campus buildings 
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Required Co-curricular 
Activities 
 

 
[Field trip and site visit dates may be consolidated here as well as listed under the appropriate 
class session above] 
 

 

Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 
 

 
Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by the 
professor throughout the semester. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


