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Class code 
 

HIST-UA 9240 

 

Instructor Details 
 

 
 
Name: Guderzo 
NYUHome Email Address: 
Office Hours:, or by appointment 
Villa Ulivi Office Location: 
Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 
 
 
 

 

Class Details 
 

 
Semester: Spring 2013 
Full Title of Course: History of the European Union: An Application of Archival Research 
Meeting Days and Times: 
Classroom Location: 
 
 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
none 

 

Class Description 
 

Next to many archives covering past centuries, Florence also hosts one of the most important 
archives for the study of contemporary history, namely the archive on the European Union. It is 
organizationally and academically closely linked to the European University Institute (EUI), also 
located in Florence, a top-level interdisciplinary graduate institute and think tank. 
An archive on the EU represents a welcome challenge for history students, since it is not even 
clear “what the EU is.” It is neither a state in the traditional sense, nor is it limited to being an 
international organization. Whereas most forms of stateness in Europe and in the rest of the 
democratic world can be considered more or less stable, the EU is still a political actor in the 
making – and there is evidence that it will remain a moving target for historians, political 
scientists, law experts and economists for still many years to come. Thus, different from other 
archives, the archive on the EU does not contain documents and information on a historical 
process which is already completed, but which is and will still be ongoing. 
 
This course will not only introduce students of history, politics, sociology, economics and law to 
the history of European integration, but it will also be characterized by strong elements of 
practical research training. In a first (shorter) part, which will be completed by midterm, the 
main facts about the history of the European Union are presented in chronological order. Two 
textbook perspectives are combined: one which deals with the historical phase as such, and the 
other one which looks at how contemporary historians and political scientists have seen the 
phase from a theoretical point of view. This should not only provide the participants with the 
necessary factual information, but also give first insights in scientific debates about selected 
historical phases. Consequently, the single sessions are also organized in a similar way: in a first 
part, a lecture on the historical phases is being held – then, after a break, the related theories 
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are discussed and assessed. 
 
The second part of the course moves to practical work in the archives of the EU. In an initial 
session, a tour around the archives is organized and the students are rendered familiar with 
archival work. In the second part of this session, the research proposals of the students are 
discussed and assessed in class. The remaining sessions are organized in a double manner: in 
the first part of each session, the students present and discuss a source on the European Union. 
The students should not limit their introductions to the given texts, but should use the archive 
of the European Union as well as other sources (including web-based sources) for additional 
information on the authors and the subjects. Furthermore, the task is not only to summarize 
the texts, but also to critically assess their quality and to place them in the wider frame of 
European Union research. In the second part of each session, the progress of the students’ work 
is discussed from a methodological point of view. 

 

Desired Outcomes 
 

On completion of this course, students should: 
• Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning and express  

their thoughts clearly through their written work 
• Have improved their understanding of the methodologies of Archival Research 
• Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions in the History of 

the European Union 
• Recognize works by the principal protagonists of the History of the European Union 

and understand why they are significant  
 

Assessment Components 
 

 
Regular and active partipation 20% 
Midterm exam: facts and theories (120 mins.) 25% 
Oral presentations in week 8&9, 10&11, 12&13 (15 mins. each) 15% (5% each) 
Final research paper (10 – 12 pp.) 30% 
Short final essay exam (60 mins.) 10% 
 
Since the students should mainly concentrate on their research paper, the final exam will be 
rather short and consist of one more general essay question. 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  
 

 

Assessment Expectations 
 

Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes beyond 
assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an original 
synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material critically. 
Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral presentations are concise, 
incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student has distinguished 
himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for his/her contributions to class 
discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and materials 
covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented essays/exam 
questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual 
materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more of 
the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is generally in need of 
improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more of the follow 
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areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate in class discussion and 
has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or are 
not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the instructor’s 
office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

 
A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 
 

 

Grading Policy  
 

 
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  
 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

Attendance: 
Attendance is expected and required of all students.  Any absences will negatively impact upon 
your course grade 
 
Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing missed 
assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based upon a 
schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student 

 
Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 
● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be accepted 

to justify an absence due to illness 
● Within 24 hours of your return to class you must bring this note to the Office 

of Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  We will 
review the medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via email about 
your justified absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not justified 
and count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student email or 
telephone call regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not notify your 
faculty about these absences 

● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or extended 
illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to properly record 
your absences 

Due to Religious Observance 

● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time 
are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is for the 
holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before 
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and/or after the holiday 
● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 

writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 
Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 

● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to their 
grade in order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is sponsored by NYU 
Florence or La Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate Lecture 
series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

  

Late Submission of Work 

 

 
● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 

syllabus.   
●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to the 

professor one week prior to the due date   
● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before 

final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant 
Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they must both sign 
an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 

 

Plagiarism Policy 

 

 
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will consult   
first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed on 
your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult the 
Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above mentioned 
Wiki and USB key. 
 

 

Required Text(s) 
 

 
The course is based on three books: 
 
Cini, Michelle, ed. (2007). European Union Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press1 
Dinan, Desmond (2004). Europe Recast. A History of the European Union. Houndmills, 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 
Nelsen, Brent and Alexander C.-G. Stubb, eds. (1998). The European Union. Readings on the 
Theory and Practice of European Integration. Houndmills, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 
Rosamond, Ben (2000). Theories of European Integration. Houndmills, Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan 
 
Dinan’s book does not make part of the required readings, but serves as a reference for 
students. In this book, they can find detailed information on the historical phase they work on 
for their research papers. 
 
Further articles and book chapters complete the reading list. 
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Supplemental Texts(s) 
(not required to 
purchase as  copies are 
in NYU-L Library or 
available on line) 
 

 

 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

 
The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will be 
given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work 
constitutes plagiarism. 

 
 

Additional Required 
Equipment  
 

 
N/A 

 
 

Session 1 
 
[Enter date] 
 

FIRST PART: OVERVIEW HISTORY OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION 
 
 
Introduction, Organizational Aspects 
 

 

 

Session 2 
 
[Enter date] 

 
The Predecessor Organizations of the European 
Union 
 
 
 

 
Urwin, Derek W. (2007). “The European 
Community: From 1945 to 1985”. In Cini, 
pp. 13-29. 
 
Rosamond, pp. 20-97. 

 

Session 3 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Creation of the European Union 
 
 
 

 
Phinnemore, David (2007). “Towards 
European Union”. In Cini, pp. 30-45. 
 
Rosamond, pp. 98-156. 

 

Session 4 
 
[Enter date] 

 
The Rise and the Fall of the Constitutional 
Treaty 
 
 
 

 
Church, Clive and David Phinnemore (2007). 
“The Rise and the Fall of the Constitutional 
Treaty”. In Cini, pp. 46-65. 
 
Christiansen, Thomas and Christine Reh 
(2009). Constitutionalizing the European 
Union. Houndmills, Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan, pp. 23-50. 

 

Session 5 
 
[Enter date] 

 
The EU Today 
 
Research proposal due (1 p.) 
At this point, the students will be familiar with 
the most important historical phases of the 

 
McCormick, John (2002). Understanding the 
European Union. Houndmills, Basingstoke: 
Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 84-114. 
 
Schimmelfennig, Frank, Stefan Engert and 
Heiko Knobel (2005). “The Impact of EU 
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European Union and can hand in a first draft of 
the research proposal. In the week between 
sessions 5 and 6, the instructor will give written 
comments on the proposal, in terms of 
relevance of the topic and feasability. The 
research proposal is ungraded, since the 
students shall mainly 
present their ideas. 
 
Review for the Midterm Quiz 
 

Political Conditionality”. In Frank 
Schimmelfennig and Ulrich Sedelmaier 
(eds.), The Europeanization of 
Central and Eastern Europe. Ithaca and 
London: Cornell University Press, pp. 29-50. 
 
Trechsel, Alexander H. (2005). “How to 
Federalize the European Union…. And Why 
Bother?” Journal of European Public Policy 
12 (3): 401-418. 

 

Session 6 
 
[Enter date] 

MIDTERM (120 min.): Facts and Theories 
This quiz refers to facts: students have to 
choose three out of four essay questions The 
four essay questions will not directly correspond 
to the four substantial sessions. 
 

 

 

Session 7 
 
[Enter date] 

SECOND PART: WORKING WITH ORIGINAL 
TEXTS ON THE HISTORY OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION 
 
Visit to the Archives & Discussion of the 
Research Paper Proposal 
For this session, a guided tour of the archives is 
scheduled (1 ½ hours). The students will be 
introduced to the facility, but also confronted 
with more general questions of archival work. 
After the visit to the archives, the research 
paper topics will be definitely fixed. 
 

 
 
 
 
No readings. 
 

 

Session 8 
 
[Enter date] 

Original Texts on Visions of a United Europe (I) 
 
Workshop with presentations of students’ work 
in progress in the last 45 minutes of the 
session 
 

Brent and Stubb, pp. 3-44 (texts by Spinelli 
and Rossi, Churchill, Schuman, Monnet, and 
De Gaulle; preambles to the Treaties of 
Paris and Rome) 
 

 

Session 9 
 
[Enter date] 

Original Texts on Visions of a United Europe (II) 
 
Workshop with presentations of students’ work 
in progress in the last 45 minutes of the 
session 
 
 

Brent and Stubb, pp. 45-81 (texts by 
Thatcher, Delors, and Schäuble and Lamers) 
 
Fischer, Joschka (2000). From Confederation 
to Federation: Thoughts on the Finality of 
European Integration. London: Federal 
Trust. 
 

 

Session 10 
 
[Enter date] 

Original Texts on Early Current in Integration 
Theory (I) 
 
Workshop with presentations of students’ work 
in progress in the last 45 minutes of the 
session 
 
 

Brent and Stubb, pp. 85-137 (texts by 
Pistone, Mitrany, and Deutsch) 
 
Spinelli, Altiero (1966). The Eurocrats. 
Conflict and Crisis in the European 
Community. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins 
Press, pp. 3-25 
 
Mitrany, Vaid (1975). The Functional Theory 
of Politics. London: Martin Robertson, pp. 
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239-266 
 
Deutsch, Karl W. (1957). Political 
Community and the North Atlantic Area. 
New York: Greenwood Press, pp. 117-161 

 

Session 11 
 
[Enter date] 

Original Texts on Early Current in Integration 
Theory (II) 
 
Workshop with presentations of students’ work 
in progress in the last 45 minutes of the 
session 
 
 
 

Brent and Stubb, pp. 138-185 (texts by 
Haas, Lindberg, Hoffmann, and Balassa) 
 
Haas, Ernst B. (1958). The Uniting of Europe. 
Stanford (CA): Stanford University Press, pp. 
3-31 

 

Session 12 
 
[Enter date] 

Original Texts on Current Debates in 
Integration Theory (I) 
 
 
Workshop with presentations of students’ work 
in progress in the last 45 minutes of the 
session 
 
 

Brent and Stubb, pp. 189-271 (texts by 
Pinder, Sandholtz and Zysman, Moravcsik, 
and Burley and Mattli) 
 
Milward, Alan (1992). The European Rescue 
of the Nation State. London: Routledge, pp. 
1-20 

 

Session 13 
 
[Enter date] 

Original Texts on Current Debates in 
Integration Theory (II) 
 
Short Review for the Final Exam 
 
Workshop with presentations of students’ work 
in progress in the last 45 minutes of the session 
 

Brent and Stubb, pp. 273-344 (texts by 
Marks, Hooghe and Blank, Pierson, Hix, and 
Tsoukalis) 

 

Session 14 
 
[Enter date] 

 
Final Exam (60 mins., one broad essay 
question)  
 
Research Papers Due (10 – 12 pp.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Session 15 
 
[Enter date] 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are prohibited in the 

classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle bins 

located throughout the on campus buildings 



 

Page 8 of 8 

Required Co-curricular 
Activities 
 

 
N/A 

 

Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 
 

 
Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by the 
professor throughout the semester. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


