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Class code 
 

HIS UA 9168 001 

 

Instructor Details 
 

Name: David Travis 
NYUHome Email Address: travis@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 12-13, or by appointment 
Office Location: Villa Ulivi, third floor (north wing) 
Office Extension: 310 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 
 

 

Class Details 
 

Semester: Spring 2013 
Full Title of Course: Modern Italy 
Meeting Days and Times: Wednesdays, 15.00-17.45  
Classroom Location: Villa Ulivi,””Pisa” classroom 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
none 

 

Class Description 
 

 
This course introduces contemporary Italy in all its complexity and fascination. Reviewing 
politics, economics, society, and culture over the past century, the course has a primary goal -
- to consider how developments since the 1800s have influenced the lives and formed the 
outlook of today's Italians. In other words, we are engaged in the historical search for 
something quite elusive: Italian “identity”. 

 

Desired Outcomes 
 

 
On completion of this course, students should: 

• Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning and 
express their thoughts clearly through their written work 

• Have improved their understanding of the methodologies of historical investigation 
• Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions in history 
• Recognize works by the principal protagonists of contemporary Italian history and 

understanding why they are significant for in the field and subject matter. 
 

Assessment Components 
 

 
Attendance and Participation: 20% 
Midterm Exam (in-class): 10% 
Midterm Essay (approximately 5-8 typed pages): 20% 
In-class Student Presentation (10 minutes): 10% 
Two theme papers: 20% 
Final Exam: 20% 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  
 
If you have a recognized learning disability for which you are entitled to extra time, please 
speak to someone in the Office of Academic Support immediately to insure that we can make 
proper arrangements for testing. 
 
Presentations: Each student will have the responsibility to present a book, film or article (of 
their choice) to the class in a 5 to 10 minute presentation as an introduction to a longer 
discussion of the material. Presentation topics will be chosen in the second week of class. 
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Sources for your presentation will include: the material itself, critical comments on the book 
or film, author (or equivalent) biography and historical setting of the work at hand: internet 
research and additional reading in the Villa Ulivi library is required. (Wikipedia, alone, is not 
an acceptable source of information). 
 
Readings  
Assigned readings should be completed in the week listed on the syllabus. Discussions of 
specific readings (and student presentations) will generally take place in the second half of 
the Thursday session. 
 

 

Assessment Expectations 
 

 
Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes beyond 
assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an original 
synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material critically. 
Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral presentations are 
concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student has 
distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for his/her contributions 
to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and materials 
covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented essays/exam 
questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual 
materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more 
of the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is generally in need 
of improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more of 
the follow areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate in class 
discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or are 
not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 
 

Grading Policy  
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  



 

Page 3 of 6 

 
 

Attendance Policy 
 

Attendance: 
Attendance is expected and required of all students.  Any absences will negatively 
impact upon your course grade 
 
Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing missed 
assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based upon a 
schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student. 

 
Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 
● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be 

accepted to justify an absence due to illness 
● Within 24 hours of your return to class you must bring this note to the 

Office of Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  We 
will review the medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via email 
about your justified absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not 
justified and count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student 
email or telephone call regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not 
notify your faculty about these absences 

● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or extended 
illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to properly 
record your absences 

Due to Religious Observance 
● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time 

are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is for the 
holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before 
and/or after the holiday 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to 

their grade in order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is sponsored 
by NYU Florence or La Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate 
Lecture series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose  

Late Submission of Work 
 

● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 
syllabus.   

●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to 
the professor one week prior to the due date   

● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before 
final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant 
Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they must both 
sign an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 

Plagiarism Policy PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will consult   
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first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed on 
your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult 
the Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 
 

 

Required Text(s) 
 

Required texts are: 
 
Paul GINSBORG A History of Contemporary Italy 1943-1988 
Paul GINSBORG Silvio Berlusconi: Television, Power, Patrimony 
Tomasi di LAMPEDUSA The Leopard 
Leonardo SCIASCIA The Day of the Owl 
Ignazio SILONE Bread and Wine 
 
 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) (not 
required to purchase as  
copies are in NYU-L Library 
or available on line) 
 

The following readings, available in the Villa Ulivi library, contain other assigned 
material: 
 
Primary Sources: 
Edward BANFIELD The Moral Basis of a Backward Society  
Dario FO Accidental Death of an Anarchist 
Giovanni GUARESCHI The Little World of Don Camillo 
Carlo LEVI Christ Stopped at Eboli 
S.A.C.I. Letters from the Flood 
Roberto SAVIANO Gomorrah 
 
General Studies: 
Martin CLARK Modern Italy 
Paul GINSBORG Italy and its Discontents 
John GOOCH Unification of Italy 
Denis MACK SMITH Mussolini: a Biography  
Alexander STILLE Benevolence and Betrayal 
 
The following films will provide additional insights into the history of Italy. Are all available at t    
library (although they do not circulate). 
 
Luchino Visconti  The Leopard (1963) 
Taviani Brothers The Tree of the Wooden Clogs (1980) 
Mario Monicelli The Organizer (1963) 
Roberto Rossellini Rome, Open City (1945) 
Vittorio De Sica The Bicycle Thieves (1948) 
Marco Bellocchio                                Good Morning, Night (2003) 
 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 

The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will 
be given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work 
constitutes plagiarism. 
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Week 1 
6 February 

Introduction to the Course. Italian Geography. Italian Identity 
 

Week 2 
13 February 

Politics in the Italian Republic, Yesterday and Today: Parties, Background, February Elec  
Ginsborg, Italy and Its Discontents, chapter 8 
Ginsborg, Silvio Berlusconi 
Theme Paper 1: Due  
 

Week 3 
20 February 
 
22 February (Friday) 

National Identity from Unification (1861) onwards 
Gooch, Unification of Italy (Ulivi Library) 
Lampedusa, The Leopard 
Taviani (film), The Tree of the Wooden Clogs 

Site Visit: American Cemetery, Florence (9am to 1pm) 

Week 4 
27 February 
 
 

Modern Italy “Begins”; “Useless War”: World War One  
Clark, Modern Italy, chapters 8, 9 (Ulivi Library) 
Mack-Smith, Mussolini, chapters 1, 2 (Ulivi Library) 
Monicelli (film), The Organizer 

  

Week 5 
6 March 
8 March 

Revolution and the Advent of Fascism 
Mack-Smith, Mussolini, chapters 1 - 6 
 

Election Results Analysis Conference (on campus) 

Week 6 
13 March 

Fascism and Dictatorship in Italy (2) 
Mack-Smith, Mussolini, chapters 8, 9 
Silone, Bread and Wine 
Stille, Benevolence and Betrayal, chapter 1 (Ulivi Library) 
Fellini (film), Amarcord (scenes in class) 

 

Week 7 
20 March 

Review. Mid Term Examination and Papers Due (22 March) 

Week 8 
27 March 

Spring Break 

Week 9 
3 April 

World War Two and the Italian Resistance 
Ginsborg, Contemporary Italy, Preface and chapters 1 – 3 
Rossellini (film), Rome Open City) 

Regime Change and Democracy in Italy: The Republic and its Values 
Constitution of the Italian Republic (handout and Ulivi Library) 
Ginsborg, Contemporary Italy, chapter 5 
Levi, Christ Stopped at Italy, chapter 24 (Ulivi Library) 

Week 10 
10 April 

Transformation of Italian Lives: an “Economic Miracle” (1950s-1970s) 
Ginsborg, Contemporary Italy, chapter 6 (Ulivi Library) 
De Sica (film), The Bicycle Thieves 
Fellini (film), La Dolce Vita (scenes in class) 

Week 11 
17 April 
 

Culture: Catholics and Communists; Popular Culture 
Guareschi, The Little World of Don Camillo (Ulivi Library) 
SACI, Letters from the Flood (Ulivi Library) 
Banfield, The Moral Basis of a Backward Society (Ulivi Library) 
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Week 12 
24 April 
 
 
24 April 

Organized Crime: the Mafia’s 
Ginsborg, Italy, chapters 9, 10 
Ginsborg, Italy and Its Discontents, chapter 10 (Ulivi Library) 
Sciascia, The Day of the Owl 
Saviano, Gomorrah (chapters, Ulivi Library) 
Site Visit: via Georgofili, Florence (afternoon, after class) 

 

Week 13 
1 May 

Labor Day – National Holiday (no class) 
Theme Paper 2: Due 2 May 

Week 14 

8 May 
 
 
Week 15 
15 May 

Terrorism in Italy: the “1970s” 
Ginsborg, Italy, chapters 9, 10 
Fo, Accidental Death of an Anarchist (Ulivi Library) 
Bellocchio (film), Good Morning, Night 

 
Final Examination 

 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

 
● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices is permitted ONLY for 

the purpose of taking notes.  
● Recycling is active on campus.  Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle bins 

located throughout the on campus buildings 
 

Required Co-
curricular Activities 
 

 
Two site visits and one conference are planned:  
22 February (Friday 9am to 1pm) the American Cemetery in Tuscany 
8 March (Friday): Italian Election Results Analysis (La Pietra) 
24 April (Wednesday, following class): via Georgofili (downtown Florence) 
 

Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 
 

 
Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by the 
professor throughout the semester. Students should also follow closely the event schedule of NYU 
Florence as announced through the campus calendar of events and by individual emails 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


