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Class code 
 

COLIT-UA.9180.G1.001 

Instructor Details 
 

 
Name: Dorothea Barrett 
NYUHome Email Address: dorothea.barrett@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 1.30-2.45 or by appointment 
Villa Ulivi Office Location: end of the corridor on the top floor 
Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 
Cell Phone: 3487295602 
Bio: Dorothea Barrett (Ph.D. Cambridge University 1987) has taught at Beijing Normal 
University (China), Glasgow University (Scotland), and the University of Florence. She is the 
author of Vocation and Desire: George Eliot's Heroines and various articles; she has edited 
works by George Eliot, Oscar Wilde, E. M. Forster, James Joyce, Katherine Mansfield, and 
others.  

 

Class Details 
 

Semester: Spring 2012 
Full Title of Course: Italy and Italians in English Literature from the Romantics to Modernism 
Meeting Days and Times: Thursdays, 10.30-1.15 
Classroom Location: Aula Montughi 

Prerequisites 
 

 

 

Class Description 
 

Romantic, Victorian, and Modernist writers in both Britain and the United States were 
fascinated by Italy. Shelly and Byron were inspired by the hope of a new political dawn in the 
Italian Risorgimento. Robert Browning, George Eliot, and E. M. Forster saw the transition from 
Medieval to Renaissance culture in Florence as mirroring and offering an example for their 
own struggles to free themselves from the repression and religious orthodoxy of Victorian 
England. Henry James and Edith Wharton saw Italy as beautiful and dangerous in equal 
measure and used it as the setting of stories about the clash of old world and new world 
cultures. T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound were both profoundly influenced by Dante. As you can see, 
the "Italy and Italians" of the title refers not only to images and characters in the works of the 
British and American authors we will be reading but also to the influences of Italian literature 
on literature in English. Recurring themes in the course will be history and its uses in 
literature, gender and sexuality, democracy and aristocracy, language and power, and religion 
as an instrument of sexual repression.  
 

 

Desired Outcomes 
 

On completion of this course, students should: 
• Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning, and 

express  their thoughts clearly through their written work 
• Have improved their understanding of the methodologies of literary criticism. 
• Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions in literature. 
• Recognize works by eminent writers of the Romantic, Victorian, and modern periods 

and understand their views on and uses of Italian settings, characters, and literary 
influences. 



 

Page 2 of 6 

 

Assessment Components 
 

Attendance and Participation: 20% 
Midterm Essay (4 pages): 20% 
Midterm Test: 20% 
Final Essay (4 pages): 20% 
Final Test: 20% 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  

 

Assessment Expectations 
 

Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes beyond 
assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an original 
synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material critically. 
Written arguments are clear, well-organized, and well-presented; oral presentations are 
concise, incisive, and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student has 
distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for his/her contributions 
to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and materials 
covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized, and well-presented essays/exam 
questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive, and supplemented by appropriate visual 
materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more 
of the following areas: clarity, organization, or content. The student’s work is generally in 
need of improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more of 
the follow areas: clarity, organization, or content. The student does not participate in class 
discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or are 
not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 

Grading Policy  
 

Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  
 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

Attendance: 
Attendance is expected and required of all students.  Any absences will negatively 
impact upon your course grade 
Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing 
missed assignments, getting notes, and making up missed work in a timely manner based 
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upon a schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student 
Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 
● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be 

accepted to justify an absence due to illness 
● Within 24 hours of your return to class, you must bring this note to the 

Office of Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  We 
will review the medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via email 
about your justified absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not 
justified and count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student 
email or telephone call regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not 
notify your faculty about these absences 

● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or extended 
illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to record your 
absences properly 

Due to Religious Observance 

● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time 
are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is for the 
holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before 
and/or after the holiday 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week before being absent for this purpose 

Due to a class conflict with a program-sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to 

their grade in order to attend a lecture, event, or activity that is sponsored 
by NYU Florence, or La Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany, or the Graduate 
Lecture series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week before being absent for this purpose 

  

Late Submission of Work 

 
 

● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 
syllabus.   

●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to 
the professor one week before the due date   

● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before 
final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant 
Director of Academic Affairs to review the request, and, if granted, they must both 
sign an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 
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Plagiarism Policy 

 
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data, as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, the faculty member will consult  
first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed on 
your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult 
the Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 

 

Required Text(s) 
 

The required books (below) are available at Feltrinelli International, Via Cavour 12r (phone: 
055 292 196; fax.: +39 055 282183; e-mail: firenze.international@lafeltrinelli.it).  
 
Henry James, Daisy Miller and Edith Wharton "Roman Fever" 
E. M. Forster, A Room with a View 
D. H. Lawrence, D. H. Lawrence in Italy 

 
 

Supplemental Texts(s) (not 
required to purchase as  
copies are in NYU-L Library 
or available on line) 
 

Other readings for the course (below) are on the Blackboard site. 
Selections from Dante's Inferno 
Selections from Boccaccio's Decameron 
Selected poems by Byron, Shelley, Keats, Leopardi, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and Robert 
Browning. 
"Roman Fever" by Edith Wharton. 
Selected sonnets by Petrarch, Shakespeare, Ronsard, Keats, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Yeats, 
John Updike, and others. 
"The Waste Land" and "The Love Sond of J. Alfred Prufrock" by T. S. Eliot.  
Cantos 1, 2, and 45 by Ezra Pound. 
"The Dead" by James Joyce. 
Excerpt from Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf. 
  

 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will 
be given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work 
constitutes plagiarism. 

  

mailto:firenze.international@lafeltrinelli.it
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Additional Required Equipment  
 

 
N/A 

 
 

Session 1 
2 Feb 
 

Introduction: Today we will introduce ourselves 
and discuss the syllabus and the Blackboard site. I 
will then give a Power Point presentation on English 
literature from the Romantics to modernism and 
the representation of Italy and Italians in literature 
of the period.  
 

 

 

Session 2 
9 Feb 

Power Point presentation on the influence of these 
three great fourteenth-century Italian writers on 
world literature, especially literature in English. 
Seminar discussion of the reading. 
 

Reading: Dante, Inferno, Cantos 1-5; 
Boccaccio, Decameron, Preface, Introduction 
to Day 1, Day 1, Stories 1, 2, and 3; Day 2, 
Story 2; Introduction to Day 3 and Day 3, Story 
10; introduction to Day 4 and Day 4, Story 1; 
Day 5, Story 8; Day 6, Story 7; Conclusion of 
Day 6 and Introduction to Day 7; Day 7, Story 
2; Day 10, Story 10; Conclusion of Day 10 and 
author's afterword. Petrarch sonnets 1, 2, and 
3. 

 

Session 3 
16 Feb  

Power Point presentation on Shelley and Byron and 
seminar discussion of poems they wrote in and on 
Italy (Byron, "When a Man Hath No Freedom," 
excerpt from Manfred; Shelley "Ode to the West 
Wind"). 
 

Reading: The poems in the Shelley, Byron, and 
Leopardi folders in the "Authors" area of the 
Blackboard site. 

 

Session 4 
23 Feb 

Love and Death: Keats and The Brownings 
Continuing our discussion of Romantic poets in 
Italy, we will compare and contrast a story by 
Boccaccio and Keats's poetic reworking of that 
story nearly five centuries later. We will then 
discuss several poems written by Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning and Robert Browning when they lived in 
the Casa Guidi in Florence.  
 

Reading: Boccaccio Decameron, Day 4, Story 
5; Keats, "Isabella, or the Pot of Basil." 
Elisabeth Barrett Browning, excerpts from 
"Casa Guidi Windows" and "Aurora Leigh"; 
Emily Dickinson's poem on the death of 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning; Robert Browning, 
"My Last Duchess." 
 

 

Session 5 
1 Mar 

Lions, Christians, and Gladiators in Henry James 
and Edith Wharton 
The session will open with a brief Power Point 
presentation on James and Wharton, followed by 
seminar discussion of Daisy Miller and "Roman 
Fever." It will end with a review for the midterm 
test. 
 

Reading: James, Daisy Miller; Wharton, 
"Roman Fever." 
 

 

Session 6 
8 Mar 

TEST 1. 
Essay 1 due today 
 

 

 

Session 7 
22 Mar 

The Sonnet: Petrarch, Michelangelo, Spenser, 
Shakespeare, Keats, Shelley, Yeats, Ronsard, 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, John Updike. 

Reading: All the readings for this week are in 
the folder on "The Sonnet" in the "Authors" 
area of the Blackboard site. 

 Harold Acton and Aestheticism. A discussion of Reading: Excerpts from Harold Acton's 
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Session 8 
29 Mar 

Harold Acton and his circle, followed by a tour of 
Harold Acton's home Villa La Pietra.  
 
 

Memoirs of an Aesthete in the Acton folder in 
the "Authors" area of the Blackboard site. 

 

Session 9 
5 Apr 

Dante's Dark Influence: T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound 
Power Point presentation on Eliot and Pound 
followed by group work and seminar discussion. 
 

Reading: Eliot, "The Love Song of J. Alfred 
Prufrock," "The Waste Land"; Pound, "Canti"; 
Dante, Inferno, Cantos 26 and 27. 

 

Session 10 
12 Apr 

Escapes from Sexual Repression 1:  
E. M. Forster  
Power Point presentation on A Room with a View 
followed by seminar discussion of the novel. 
 

Reading:  E. M. Forster A Room with a View. 

 

Session 11 
19 Apr 

Escapes from Sexual Repression 2:  
D. H. Lawrence 
Power Point presentation on Lawrence and Italy 
followed by seminar discussion of the reading. 
 

Reading: D. H. Lawrence in Italy. 
 

 

Session 12 
 

26 Apr 

Joyce, Woolf, Dante, and Death: Power Point 
presentation on Joyce and Woolf, followed by 
group work and seminar discussion of the readings. 

Reading: James Joyce's "The Dead" (in the 
Joyce folder under "Authors" on the 
Blackboard site; Virginia Woolf, excerpt from 
Mrs Dalloway (in the Woolf folder). 
 
 

 

Session 13 
 
3 May 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS AND REVIEW FOR 
FINAL TEST 
Term project 2 due today, if you haven't 
submitted it earlier. 
 

Reading: review all the texts we've read since 
midterm. 

 

Session 14 
10 May 

TEST 2. 
 
 

 

 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

 
● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are prohibited in the 

classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. (I welcome laptops etc. DB.) 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle bins 

located throughout the on campus buildings 
 

Required Co-
curricular Activities 
 

N/A 

Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 
 

Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by the 
professor throughout the semester. 
 

 


