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Class code 
 

ITAL-UA9270001 

 

Instructor Details 
 

 
 
Name: PATRIZIA GRIMALDI 
NYUHome Email Address: pgp2@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: Mondays after class, or by appointment 
Villa Ulivi Office: Borgo de' Greci 
Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 055 5007 313 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 
 
 
 

 

Class Details 
 

 
Semester: Spring 2013 
Full Title of Course: “Dante’s Divine Comedy” 
Meeting Days and Times: Mondays, 9:00 am -11:45 am 
Classroom Location: Volterra 
 
 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
 

 

Class Description 
 

 
THE COURSE “DANTE’S DIVINE COMEDY” 
ILLUSTRATES THE KEY SUBJECTS OF DANTE’S 
MASTERPIECE. SELECTED TEXTS FROM HELL, 
PURGATORY AND PARADISE WILL BE DISCUSSED IN 
DEPTH WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF MEDIEVAL 
LITERATURE AND CULTURE. THE PHILOSOPHICAL, 
RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL SUBJECTS AT THE CORE 
OF THE DIVINE COMEDY SHALL BE INTRODUCED 
AND DISCUSSED IN GROUP PRESENTATIONS. 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION SHALL BE GIVEN TO THE 
COMEDY AS DANTE’S OWN AUTOBIOGRAPHY: 
FROM HIS FLORENTINE DEBÚT AS A WRITER OF 
ORIGINAL LOVE LYRICS TO HIS POLITICAL 
INVOLVEMENT AND FINAL EXILE FROM FLORENCE. 
COMPARATIVE AND INTERDISCIPLINARY 
PERSPECTIVES SHALL BE INTRODUCED AND 
RELATED READING SUGGESTED. IN PARTICULAR 
STUDENTS WILL BE ASKED TO READ PRIMO LEVI'S 
IF THIS IS A MAN AND ART SPIEGELMAN’S MAUS TO 
REFLECT ON THE SUBJECT “ LITERARY CREATION 
AND THE LIMITS OF REPRESENTATION." 
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Desired Outcomes 
 

 
On completion of this course, students should: 

• Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning and 
express  their thoughts clearly through their written work 

• Have improved their understanding of the methodologies of (course subj.) 
• Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions in (course subj.) 

 
 

Assessment Components 
 

Attendance and Participation: 20% 
Midterm Exam: 20% 
Oral Presentation (10 minutes): 15% 
Final Exam: 20% 
Term Paper (approximately 8-12 typewritten pages): 
25% 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course 
component results in failure of the class. 
 
Exams: For the midterm and the final exam you will be 
shown a series of passages to identify and describe in 
their proper context (2.5 points per ID; 7.5 points per 
description). The passages for identification will be 
chosen from among those discussed during lecture. For 
each passage you will be required: to identify its 
PRECISE place in the Comedy and write a brief 
description of it in complete sentences; illustrate the 
passage importance to the overall significance of the 
Canto it belongs to, as identified in class and/or in your 
reading. You are also expected to cite relevant 
assigned reading in your responses; answers that do 
not cite any of the assigned reading will not receive 
full credit. In this context, it is sufficient to cite the name 
of the author to whom you are referring. The final is 
comprehensive, although greater weight is given to 
material covered in the second half of the course. Both 
the midterm and the final are carefully timed: if you have 
a recognized learning disability for which you are 
entitled to extra time, please speak to someone in the 
Office of Academic Support immediately to insure 
that we can make proper arrangements for testing. 
 
Presentations and Term Papers: This course will be run 
in part as a lecture course and in part as a seminar on 
selected topics. Depending on enrollment group or 
individual presentations will serve as the basis for 
discussion. Presentations will be assigned during the first 
class following the end of the drop/add period, and the 
topics to be discussed will be assigned. Each group or 
student will research and prepare a 20 minutes 
presentation. Students should arrange to meet with the 
instructor well in advance of their presentations to discuss 
sources. 
The final presentation may be developed into a term 
paper but note that it is not your term paper. You will 
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have the opportunity to present all of your research in 
your term paper, which will be the final written version of 
your portion of the topic presented in your group 
presentation. The term paper also provides an 
opportunity to make corrections or adjustments to your 
presentation material in relation to the class discussion 
that will follow these. The term paper should be a wellorganized 
essay in defense of a thesis statement. The 
written version should include references to all sources 
used, regardless of whether they were also assigned 
readings from this syllabus or electronic resources. 
Failure to properly cite your sources constitutes 
plagiarism (see below); if you are uncertain as to how to 
properly cite sources, please do not hesitate to contact 
the instructor via email. 
 
Suggested presentations topics: 
Dante’s VITA NOVA and medieval love poetry 
Rewriting History in the Divine Comedy 
Dante and the subject of autobiography in the Middle 
Age; 
Dante and Ovid: Christian Metamorphosis? 
Dante and Virgil: The Comedy and the tradition of Epic; 
Representations of Hell in Levi, Spiegelman and Dante; 
Varieties of Hell: multi-media Dante today. 
Illustrations of The Divine Comedy through the centuries. 
Dante’s Paradise and the poetics 
Poeticsof light in medieval literature and art. 
“Repreentations of knighthood” notes from your visits of 
selected sites in Florence (Duomo, Uffizi, Bargello, Museo 
dell’Opera del Duomo) 
 
Sources for presentations must be discussed in 
advance with the instructor. Relevant material may be 
found in the Ulivi Library, Societá Dantesca Library, and 
through JSTOR, Project Muse and other databases of 
scholarly articles (i.e., see “articles via databases” on the 
NYU Libraries site – 
 
Readings 
Readings are assigned on the syllabus under the week 
for which they are due; that is, they must be done in 
advance of the lecture for which they are assigned.!All 
students at NYU in Florence receive Amici cards. These 
cards are invaluable resources both in the classroom and 
outside. You are required to bring your Amici cards with 
you to all site visits, regardless of whether or not the 
sites are among those for which the cards provide 
free access.!You are also required to go on your own 
to the Uffizi, the Bargello, Museo dell’Opera del 
Duomo, Basilica di Santa Croce, Santa Maria Novella 
to see works discussed in class; this is to be done in 
advance of the lecture for which that reading is assigned. 
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Assessment Expectations 
 

 

Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes beyond 
assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an original 
synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material critically. 
Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral presentations are 
concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student has 
distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for his/her contributions 
to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and materials 
covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented essays/exam 
questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual 
materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more 
of the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is generally in need 
of improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more of 
the follow areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate in class 
discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or are 
not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

 
A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 
 

 

Grading Policy  
 

 
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  
 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

Attendance: 
Attendance is expected and required of all students.  Any absences will negatively 
impact upon your course grade 
 
Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing 
missed assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based 
upon a schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student 
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Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 
● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be 

accepted to justify an absence due to illness 
● Within 24 hours of your return to class you must bring this note to the 

Office of Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  We 
will review the medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via email 
about your justified absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not 
justified and count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student 
email or telephone call regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not 
notify your faculty about these absences 

● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or extended 
illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to properly 
record your absences 

Due to Religious Observance 

● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time 
are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is for the 
holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before 
and/or after the holiday 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to 

their grade in order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is sponsored 
by NYU Florence or La Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate 
Lecture series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in 
writing via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

  

Late Submission of Work 

 

 
● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 

syllabus.   
●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to 

the professor one week prior to the due date   
● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before 

final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant 
Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they must both 
sign an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 
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Plagiarism Policy 

 
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will consult   
first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures vary   
from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” distributed on 
your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult 
the Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 
 

 

Required Text(s) 
 

 
THE INFERNO OF DANTE TRANSLATED BY, R. 
PINSKY, (FARRAR STRAUSS) 
THE DIVINE COMEDY OF DANTE ALIGHIERI 
PURGATORIO TRANSLATED BY A. MANDELBAUM 
(BANTAM CLASSICS) 
THE PARADISE TRANSLATED BY J. CIARDI 
(SIGNET CLASSICS) 
PRIMO LEVI: IF THIS IS A MAN (ABACUS) 
Vita nova Oxford UP 
ART SPIEGELMAN: MAUS (PENGUIN) 
 
PLEASE DO NOT PURCHASE DIFFERENT EDITIONS 
OF TEXTBOOKS 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) (not 
required to purchase as  
copies are in NYU-L Library 
or available on line) 
 

 
The following texts, available in the Villa Ulivi 
library, contain other assigned readings or are 
recommended for presentation and term paper 
research: 
 
The Aeneid of Virgil, Translated by Robert 
Fitzgerald Random House 
 
Metamorphoses, Ovid. - Oxford University 
Press, 1998 
 
Saint Augustine, Confessions, Penguin 
Books, 1961 
 
Boethius: The consolation of philosophy Penguin 
1969, 
 
Charles S. Singleton. 3 vols. Commentary to the 
The Divine Comedy , Princeton, N.J. 
 
James J. Murphy, Rhetoric in the Middle Ages : 
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2001 
The waning of the Middle Ages; 
By Johan Huizinga 
 
The discovery of the individual, 1050-1200 
By Colin Morris 
Toronto 1972 
 
The birth of purgatory 
by Jacques Le Goff 
Chicago, 1986 
 
History of paradise:the Garden of Eden in myth and 
tradition, Jean Delumeau 1995 
 
Women and religion in medieval and Renaissance Italy. 
edited by Daniel Bornstein and Roberto Rusconi 
Chicago 1999 
 
The place of narrative; mural decoration in Italian 
churches, 431-1600 by Marilyn Aronberg Lavin 
 
The Dante encyclopedia Garland Publishing, 2000. 
 
The Cambridge companion to Dante / edited by Rachel 
Jacoff. - Cambridge ; New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1993. – 
 
Dante's cosmos by John Freccero. - Binghamton, 
N.Y.: Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies, 
State University of New York at 
Binghamton, 1998. 
 
Dante : The poetics of conversion by John Freccero 
Harvard University Press,1986. 
 
Dante : a brief history / Peter S Hawkins. - Malden, 
Mass.: Blackwell Pub., 2006. – 
 
The metaphysics of Dante's Comedy Christian Moevs. - 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. - [electronic 
book via BobCat] / 

 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

 
The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will 
be given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work 
constitutes plagiarism. 



 

Page 8 of 10 

 
 

Additional Required Equipment  
 

 
N/A 

 
 

Session 1 
 
Feb. 1st 
 

Course presented. Dante’s art and journey 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: Inferno: Canti 1-9. 
The Aeneid of Virgil, Book VI 
Ovid, Metamorphoses XI, 410-748 
The Cambridge companion to Dante 
“Life of Dante” pp.1-13 

 

Session 2 
 
Feb. 4th 

Introduction to Inferno 
 
Site Visit: Friday Feb. 15th 
Santa Maria Novella, Bigallo, Battistero 
(meet at 9:00 am in front of Santa Maria 
Novella Società Dantesca) 
 
 

Reading: Inferno Canti 10-15; 25-29 
From The Cambridge companion to 
Dante 
 

 

Session 3 
 
Feb. 11th 

HERESY, KNOWLEDGE AND EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Location: classroom 
Reading: Inferno, Canti 31-34 
The Cambridge companion to Dante, 
“ Dante and Florence” pp.80-99 
Presentations scheduled 

 

Session 4 
 
Feb. 18th 

DE-HUMANIZATION AT HELL’S BOTTOM: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Location: classroom 
Reading: Levi, If this is a Man. 
Spiegelman 
MAUS 

 

Session 5 
 
Feb. 25th 

SESSION 4 CONTINUED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Session 6 
 
March 4th 

Purgatorio Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: Purgatorio Canti 1-11 
The birth of purgatory 
pp.1-14 
The Cambridge Companion to Dante, 
Introduction to Purgatorio 

  
 

Reading: Purgatorio, Canti 12-19 
The Waning of the Middle Ages. Chap 
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Session 7 
 
March 11th 

 
 
 
 
 

IV-V 

 

Session 8 
 
March 18th 

 
19 MARCH COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE OF 
AT LEAST ONE OF THE TWO SESSIONS OF 
CONFERENCE “REMEMBERING PRIMO 
LEVI” IN VILLA SASSETTI. 
 
 
 
 
 

Location: classroom 
MIDTERM 

 

Session 9 
 
April 8th 

Dante poet of love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purgatorio: 20-28 
Vita Nova 

 

Session 10 
 
April 15th 

Introduction to Paradiso 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Canti 1-6.The Cambridge 
Companion to Dante “Introduction to 
Paradiso. 208-225 

 

Session 11 
 
April 22nd 

Paradiso 
Human history and Divine vision 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Canti 14-18; 22-23; 
“Representations of knighthood”  
VISIT ON YOUR OWN selected sites in 
Florence (Duomo, Uffizi, Bargello, 
Museo dell’Opera del Duomo) 

 

Session 12 
 
April 29th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Site visits to Laurenziana and Biblioteca 
Nazionale 

 

Session 13 
 
May 6th 

 
Paradiso 
Dante and Medieval Cult of the Virgin 
 
Term Papers Due 
 

Reading Canti 30-33 
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Session 14 
 
May 13th 

 
Final exam 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Session 15 
 
March 19th 
 

 19 MARCH COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 
OF AT LEAST ONE OF THE TWO SESSIONS 
OF CONFERENCE “REMEMBERING PRIMO 
LEVI” IN VILLA SASSETTI. 
 
 
  

 

 
 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

 
● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is permitted.   
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are prohibited in the 

classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle bins 

located throughout the on campus buildings 
 

 

Required Co-curricular 
Activities 
 

 
Site Visit: Friday Feb. 15th 
Santa Maria Novella, Bigallo, Battistero 
(meet at 9:00 am in front of Santa Maria Novella Società Dantesca) 

 

Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 
 

 
 
“Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by the 
professor throughout the semester.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


