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Class code 
 

 

 

Instructor Details 
 

Name: David Travis 
NYUHome Email Address: travis@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: TBA 
Office Location: Villa Ulivi, third floor (north wing) 
Office Extension: 310 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 
 

 

Class Details 
 

Semester: TBA 
Full Title of Course: Public Intellectuals: Dissent and Direction in Europe 
Meeting Days and Times: 3-hour seminar, one day a week 
Classroom Location: TBA 
 

 

Prerequisites 
 

 
none 

 

Class Description 
 

Public intellectuals have an important role to play in society: they are supposed to speak the 
truth. They struggle to direct public debate towards clearer visions of the day’s challenges and to 
keep our minds open to wider possibilities and different explanations. They excel at pointing out 
the common fallacies of our age. Most often dissenters, in the minority in their own countries, 
public intellectuals are deeply committed to independent thinking at (often) considerable 
personal sacrifice. Simultaneously observers and participants, “insiders” and “outsiders”, 
consensus builders and social critics, thinkers and occasionally active politicians, these public 
figures are central to modern democratic dialogue. Not surprisingly, considerable controversy 
accompanies the appearance of (many) university-trained professionals in the public sphere, and 
the discussions they initiate have been characterized quite often by bitter and  personal attacks. 
 
This course examines the work and contributions of several prominent intellectuals in crucial 
periods of contemporary European history over the 20th and 21st centuries, and considers their 
important roles in public debate, policy-making and the political process. Their writings focus on 
the important issues of their time – war and peace, economic instability, dictatorship, European 
integration, organized crime, the collapse of European communism and post-industrial 
capitalism – concerns that are still very much of relevance and debate today. Finally, the course 
also considers the “theory” of public intellectuals by looking at the writings on their own place 
in society and on the models of participation that others, like them, have offered in the past.  
 
The class has a seminar format with discussion of the principal works of a number of public 
intellectuals and their biographies framing the weekly sessions. We will also explore the 
historical context of these works and consider, with the advantage of hindsight, the relative 
accuracy of the positions assumed in the past – did they really come close to “telling the truth” 
as we understand it today? The reactions of the public, of political leaders, and of other 
prominent individuals are also examined to better consider the impact of these intellectuals’ 
contributions and to appreciate the measure of their commitment to freedom and open 
discussion. 
 

 

Desired Outcomes 

 
On completion of this course, students should: 

• Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning and 
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 express their thoughts clearly through their written work 
• Have improved their understanding of the methodologies of historical investigation 
• Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions in history 
• Recognize works by some of the principal protagonists of recent European political 

and social debate and understand why they are significant in the field and subject 
matter. 

 

Assessment Components 
 

 
Attendance and Participation: 10% 
Theme-based Essay (approximately 10 typed pages): 20% 
In-class Student Presentation (10 minutes): 10% 
Short Papers (4): 40% 
Final Exam: 20% 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.  
 
If you have a recognized learning disability for which you are entitled to extra time, please 
speak to someone in the Office of Academic Support immediately to insure that we can make 
proper arrangements for testing. 
 
Presentations: Each student will have the responsibility to present a public figure, his/her work 
(or film or article) to the class in a 10 minute presentation as an introduction to a longer 
discussion of the material. Presentation topics will be chosen in the second week of class. 
 
Sources for the presentation will include: the material itself, critical comments on the book or 
film, author (or equivalent) biography and historical setting of the work at hand: internet 
research and additional reading in the Villa Ulivi library is required. 
 
Readings  
Assigned readings should be completed in the week listed on the syllabus. 
 
Writing: Four short papers (of 3-4 pages each) and one longer research /analysis paper (of 10-
15 pages) are assigned during the semester. Guidelines for all of these assignments will be 
provided, and students will meet with the professor to discuss the topic of the longer paper. 
 

 

Assessment Expectations 
 

 
Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes beyond 
assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an original 
synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material critically. 
Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral presentations are 
concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student has 
distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for his/her contributions 
to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and materials 
covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented essays/exam 
questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual 
materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more of 
the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is generally in need of 
improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
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readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more of the follow 
areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate in class discussion and 
has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or are 
not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 
 

A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
F=below 65 
 

Grading Policy  
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  
 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

Attendance: 
Attendance is expected and required of all students.  Any absences will negatively impact upon 
your course grade 
 
Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing missed 
assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based upon a 
schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the student. 

  

Late Submission of Work 
 

● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 
syllabus.   

●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to the 
professor one week prior to the due date   

● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks before 
final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the Assistant 
Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they must both sign 
an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing coursework. 

Plagiarism Policy PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult the 
Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 
 

 

Required Text(s) 
 

Required texts are: 
 
Timothy GARTON-ASH The File, The Magic Lantern 
Tony JUDT Ill Fares the Land 
Arthur KOESTLER Darkness at Noon 
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John Stuart MILL On Liberty 
George ORWELL The Road to Wigan Pier, Homage to Catalonia, 1984 
 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) 
(not required to 
purchase as  copies are 
in NYU-F Library or 
available on line) 
 

The following texts contain other assigned readings: 
 
Richard CROSSMAN                          The God That Failed   
Timothy GARTON-ASH Facts are Subversive,  

History of the Present  
Victor HAVEL                                       Power of the Powerless 
Paul GINSBORG                                 A History of Contemporary Italy 
Stephane HESSEL                              Time for Outrage ! 
Paul JOHNSON                                   Intellectuals 
Tony JUDT                                          A Grand Illusion 

       Past Imperfect: French Intellectuals, 1944-1956  
       Reappraisals on the Forgotten Twentieth Century  
       Thinking the Twentieth Century  

John Maynard KEYNES                   The Economic Consequences of the Peace,  
      The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money  

George ORWELL                             Essays 
Jean Paul SARTRE                           Colonialism and Neocolonialism 

      Manifesto on the 121 (Algeria) 
Roberto SAVIANO                           Gomorrah 

 
 
In addition, three films will be screened: 
Charlie Chaplin                         The Great Dictator 
Gillo Pontecorvo                      The Battle for Algiers 
Vittorio de Sica                        The Bicycle Thieves 
 

Internet Research  
Guidelines 
 

The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will be 
given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written work 
constitutes plagiarism. 
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Additional Required Equipment  
 

 
N/A 

Week 1 
 

Introduction to Main Themes. What is Freedom of Expression? Why is It Important?  
Johnson, Intellectuals (pp 1-27, 306-342)  
Mill, On Liberty 
United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 

Week 2 
 

Overview of European History, 20th and 21st centuries. World War One and Victor’s Peace 
Keynes, Economic Consequences of the Peace (chapters 1-3, pp  1-33) 

 

Week 3 
 

Interwar Controversies: the Great Depression 
Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier 
Orwell, Essays (“Why I Write”, pp 1-6) 
Garton-Ash, Facts are Subversive (“Orwell in Our Time” pp 342-355) 
Keynes, The General Theory…(chapters 1-3,9,18,24)  
De Sica, The Bicycle Thieves 

 
Paper 1: War and Peace 
 

Week 4 
 

Interwar Controversies: Dictatorships 
Koestler, Darkness at Noon 
Judt, Reappraisals (“Arthur Koester” pp 25-43) 
Judt, Thinking the 20th Century (“Paris, California” pp 140-194) 
Crossman, The God That Failed (“Arthur Koestler”, pp 15-75) 
Orwell, Essays (“Koestler” pp 268-277) 
 

 

Week 5 
 

Interwar Controversies: Intervention or “Neutrality” 
Orwell, Homage to Catalonia 
Orwell, Essays (“Looking Back on the Spanish Civil War” pp 216-232) 
Garton-Ash, Facts are Subversive (“Orwell in Our Times” pp 342-355) 
Chaplin, The Great Dictator 

 

Week 6 
 
 

Public Intellectual at War 
Hessel, Time for Outrage! 
Koestler, War-Time Writings in Collected Works 
Orwell, BBC Broadcasts in Complete Works 
Orwell, Essays (“My Country, Right or Left” pp 133-137) 

 
Paper 2: Commitment in the Inter-War Years 
 

Week 7 
 

And Cold War 
Garton-Ash, Facts are Subversive (“Orwell’s List” pp 356-373) 
Judt, Past Imperfect (chapters 7-10 pp 117-205) 
Judt, Burden of Responsibility (“The Peripheral Insider, Aron” pp 137-182) 
Johnson, Intellectuals (pp 225-252) 
 

Themes and Topics for Course Essay (class discussion and individual consultations) 
 

Week 8 
 

Europe and European Integration 
Garton-Ash, Facts are Subversive (“The Perfect EU Member” pp 145-150) 
Garton-Ash, History of the Present (“Envoi” pp 433-445) 
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Judt, A Grand Illusion (preface, chapters 1, 2 pp 3-82) 
  

Week 9 
 

Eastern European Communism (1950s-1980s) 
Garton-Ash, The File 
Garton-Ash, History of the Present (“Forty Years On” pp 212-245) 
Garton-Ash, Fact are Subversive (“The Stasi on Our Mind” pp 328-341) 
Judt, Past Imperfect (“Show Trials” pp 101-116) 
Havel, Power of the Powerless (pp 1-60, 142-145) 
“Charter 77” 

 

Week 10 
 

Eastern European Communism, 1980s and 1990s 
Garton-Ash, The Magic Lantern (pp 11-167) 
Garton-Ash, History of the Present (“Trials, Purges, History Lessons” pp 256-278) 
Judt, A Grand Illusion (chapter 3 “Goodbye to All That” pp 83-126) 

 
Paper 3: Europe: East and West 
 

Week 11 
 

In the Political Arena 
Garton-Ash, History of the Present (pp 119-143 and pp 50-56) 
Garton-Ash, Facts are Subversive (“Mr. President” pp 209-215) 
Judt, “Israel: the Alternative” New York Review of Books (3 October 2003)  
Judt, Thinking the Twentieth Century (“Kings and Kibbutz…” pp 106-139) 
Orwell, Essays (“Shooting an Elephant” pp 18-24) 
Sartre, Colonialism and Neocolonialism (pp 1-78), “Manifesto of the 121” 
Pontecorvo, The Battle for Algiers 

 

Week 12 
 
 

Organized Crime 
Saviano, Gomorrah (chapters 2,6,7,11 pp 17-59, 159-219, 282-301) 
Ginsborg, Italy and Its Discontents (chapters 6, 7 pp 179-248) 

Week 13 
 

Post Industrial Capitalism 
Judt, Ill Fares the Land 
Judt, “What is Living and What is Dead in Social Democracy?”  
      NYU Remarque Inst. Video Conference and DVD 

 
Paper 4 : What’s Wrong in the 2000’s? 
 

Week 14 Conclusion: Looking Forward and Looking Back 
Garton-Ash, History of the Present (“The Case for Liberal Order” pp 279-298) 
Judt, Thinking the Twentieth Century (“The Banality of Good…” pp 331-388) 
Orwell, 1984 
Orwell, Essays (“Wells, Hitler and the World State” pp 188-192) 

 

Week 15 Final Examination, Final Essays / Research Papers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


