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NYU ACCRA 
JOUR-UA 9202  

Methods and Practice: Journalism 

Instructor Information 
● Timothy Quashigah,  
● (+233) (0)244431525 
● Office Hours: By Appointment  
● qsavvy@yahoo.co.uk 
● tim.quashigah1@gmail.com 
  

Course Information 
 

●  Course Code :JOUR-UA 9202 
●  Course Title: Journalism : Methods and practice 
● Lecture hours: Thursdays, 1:05pm – 4:05pm 
●  Venue: NYU Accra Campus, Room 2 

 
 

Course Overview and Goals 
Is journalism on the brink of extinction?  Or, is it simply evolving?  Indeed, the frontiers 
ofjournalism are being extended with the emergence of digital technology.  Particularly in 
Africa, this is a huge challenge.  Given these developments, this course intends to examine the 
changes in the content and context of journalism from an Afrocentric lens.  Not only that, the 
course considers the impact of these changes on the practice, genre, and approaches to 
journalism in Africa.  Set within an African environment, this course focuses on reporting, and 
employing strong journalistic principles.  Thus, students carry out experiments with forms, 
styles, and subject-matters with a view to understanding journalism in an African environment in 
a multipolar world. In doing so, the course hones the skills, knowledge, and competences of 
students in relation to the ethics of an exciting and demanding career. Specifically, this course 
examines journalism as an art, a craft, and an occupation in contemporary times. Thus, 
journalistic styles, procedures, techniques of news, information gathering, presentation of news 
information and opinion in print and electronic media form the foci of this course 
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Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
• Complete publishable-quality writing assignments for a variety of media, including 

newspapers, broadcast, and the Internet 
• Adapt messages to specific audiences, situations, and contexts 
• Demonstrate advanced competence in grammar and structure, as well as an awareness of 

style 
• Create longer, more in-depth pieces of writing 
• Demonstrate credibility 
• Exhibit high professional competency and professional identity 
• Show strong communication and interpersonal skills 
• Find, evaluate, and apply information. 

• Course Requirements 

• Class Participation 
Attend class regularly and contribute to class discussion by raising thoughtful questions 
and analysing relevant issues 

 
 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 
Class Participation 10% 

Assignments 30% 

Field Trips 10% 

Class Presentation 10% 

Term Paper 40% 

Total 100% 
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Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Percent 

   A 4.00    94%-100% 

   A- 3.67    90%-93% 

   B+ 3.33    87%-89% 

   B 3.00    84%-86% 

   B- 2.67    80%-83% 

   C+ 2.33    77%-79% 

   C 2.00    74%-76% 

   C- 2.00    70%-73% 

   D 1.00    65% -69% 

   F .00    Below 65 %   

View Grades 
All assignments will be graded and handed over in class. However, midterm grades and final 
grades will be uploaded unto NYU Classes 

  

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 
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Week/Date Topic Assignment Due 

Class 1 
August 30, 2018 

Introduction to the course. Discussion of 
basic principles of journalism (Definitional 
issues -  defining “news” and the basics of 
journalistic writing) 
Viewing of various news reports. 

First impressions of Accra 
(due Sep 6) 

Class 2 
September 6, 2018 

The art and practise of good reporting: 
What makes a good story?  
 
Students select and discuss a piece of 
journalism which they think is interesting, 
as part of class discussions on different 
styles of writing. 

N/A 

Class 3 
September 13, 2018 

News writing workshop:  
Introduction to news-writing and its 
different styles and standards + exercise 
designed to practice news-writing skills. 

Construct intros of no more 
than 25 words for 
hypothetical news stories 
based on supplied 
information. (due Sep 20) 

Class 4 
September 20, 2018 

Documentary Film-making in Ghana:  
Screening of extracts from selected 
documentary films + Q&A with 
documentary film maker. 

N/A 

Class 5 
September 27, 2018 

Descriptive writing: Discussion of 
descriptive writing techniques, with 
reference to examples from class reader 
 
Possible class trip. 

Descriptive writing exercise – 
describe a scene in Accra 
(due Oct 4) 

Class 6  
October 4, 2018 

Feature-writing and interview 
techniques: Introduction to basic styles and 
techniques, with examples and interviewing 
exercise. 
Individual feedback sessions on 
assignments 1 and 2 

Individual feedback sessions 
on assignments 1 and 2 

Class 7 
October 11, 2018 

Feature-writing trip:  The class will visit 
a location in Accra or the country side 
(details tbc) to conduct interviews and 
gather material as preparation for writing a 
feature story. 

Assignment: Short feature 
story (due Oct 18) 

Class 8 
October 18, 2018 

TV Reporting in Accra:  Discussion of the 
skills required for reporting television news 
from Accra, with viewing of TV clips + 
meeting with TV journalist guest speaker 

N/A 

Class 9  
October 25, 2018 

TV Writing Workshop:   Workshop in 
which students will write and record their 

A finished TV news story 
(due Nov 1) 
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Week/Date Topic Assignment Due 

own TV news story, with the help of a 
professional guest editor 

Class 10 
November 1, 2018 

Radio Reporting in Accra: Discussion of 
radio reporting, and further general issues 
relating to foreign journalists in Accra, with 
radio journalist guest speaker 

Essay: Reporting Ghana – 
the issues and challenges for 
foreign journalists (with 
reference to books and 
articles) (due Nov 8) 

Class 11 
November 8, 2018 

Introduction to the Ghanaian media  
Discussion of the development of Ghana’s 
domestic media and its relevance to foreign 
reporting of Ghana – with Ghanaian 
media guest speaker (and/or visit to 
media organization) 

N/A 

Class 12 
November 15, 2018 

Profile Writing   + Introduction to 
profile writing and discussion of final 
assignment 

A 2000-word profile of a 
Ghanaian military officer 
and writer 

Class 13 
November 22, 2018 

Book Reviews: 
Students will give individual class 
presentations on a book about Ghana by a 
foreign journalist which they have read 
(book to be assigned earlier in the semester) 

Individual feedback sessions 
on assignments 4 & 5 

Class 14 
November 29, 2018 

Final Class – Summary of course / 
Individual discussions of progress on 
final assignment. 

N/A 

Class 15 
December 6, 2018 

No Class; Final assignment – profile (in 
lieu of exam), due at 5:00 pm today in hard 
copy to the Academic Affairs Office. 

 

 

Course Materials 

Recommended Textbooks & Materials 
Aamidor, A. (1999). Real Feature Writing. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, London. 

Ahuja, B. N. & Chhabra, S. S. (2008). Principles and Techniques of Journalism. Surjeet 
Publications, Delhi. 
 
Ahuja, B.N. (2005). The Theory and practice of Journalism. Surjeet Publications 

Allen, S. (2004). News Culture. Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
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Itule, D. B. and Anderson, D. A. (2008). News Writing and Reporting for Today's Media. Boston: 
McGraw Hill. 

Kovach, B. & Rosentiel, T. (2001). The Elements of Journalism: What News-people Should Know 
and the Public Should Expect. New York: Three Rivers Press. 

McNair, Brian (1998). The Sociology of Journalism. London: Arnold. 
 
Moyes, N. B. (1986). Journalism. Massachusetts: Ginn and Company. 
 
Mwaura, Peter (1991). “Feature Writing”, in Boafo, S.T.K. (ed.) Module on Advanced Writing. 
Nairobi: Space Sellers Ltd., pp 1-16. 
 
Sparks, G. (2000). Media Effects Research. Australia: Wardsworth. 
 
Tumasi, P.A. (2001). Social Research in Rural Communities. Accra: UG Publishing.  
 

Resources 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
Study abroad at a Global Academic Centre is an academically intensive and immersive experience, 
in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in discussion-based seminars. 
Learning in such an environment depends on the active participation of all students. And since the 
class will meet once a week, a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of 
the course. To ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the center is 
mandatory, and unexcused absences will affect students' semester grades. Students are responsible 
for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences will result in harsher penalties, 
including failure. Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, religious observance, or 
family emergencies.  

 
Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time are entitled to miss 
class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday only and does not include the days 
of travel that may come before and or after the holiday. Students must notify the professor and the   

http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Assistant Director of Academics in writing via email one week in advance before being absent for 
this purpose. Accommodations would be made to allow students who have been absent for 
religious reasons to make up any missed work. 

.Note:  If for any reason you are unable to attend class, you are FIRST required to contact 
and inform the NYU Accra Manager of Student Services directly at the Academic Centre 
or email mao9@nyu.edu 

  

Classroom Etiquette 
We need to be respectful of each other in order to create a classroom environment that 
encourages the full participation of each student.  Both verbal and non-verbal forms of 
communication that are disrespectful will not be tolerated.   Cell phones are not to be used for 
social media or texting purposes during class sessions.  Laptops are only to be used for word-
processing purposes.  
 
You may be allowed to nibble savouries and not whole meals in deference to others. 
 

Late Assignment 

Late submission of work will be penalized by mark deductions.  

 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

Students must adhere to NYU’s academic integrity policy while studying away at a global site. As 
that policy states: “At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and 
outside the classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting 
membership in this community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their 
own conduct and for recognizing and supporting these values in others.”  
 
NYU defines plagiarism as “presenting others’ work without adequate acknowledgement of its 
source, as though it were one’s own.” Before submitting assignments, students are expected to 
reference all sources that you have consulted in preparing them, and to include a full bibliography 
for every assignment where you make use of outside sources.  
 Plagiarism, the use of another writer’s words without due acknowledgement, is a serious academic 
offence for which you will be penalized.  The following acts constitute plagiarism: 

• Using a phrase, sentence, or passage from another person’s work without quotation marks 
and attribution of the source. 

• Paraphrasing words or ideas from another’s work without attribution. 

mailto:mao9@nyu.edu
http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
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• Reporting as your own research or knowledge any data or facts gathered or reported by 
another (including another student). 

• Submitting in your own name papers or reports completed by another. 

• Submitting your own original work (be it oral presentations or written work) toward 
requirements in more than one class without my prior permission.  If there is an overlap 
of the subject of an assignment with one that the student has produced for another course 
(either in the current or previous semesters,), s/he is obliged to inform me. 

• Disability Disclosure Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact 
the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) 
for further information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are 
advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for 
assistance. 

 

 

Note: Aspects of this syllabus are subject to change. 
 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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