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Class details POL-UA 9540 

Thursday 6:15 – 9:00pm 

Location to be confirmed.  

 
Instructor 
Details 

 

Thursday 4:00 – 6:00pm or by appointment. Location to be determined.  

 
Prerequisites N/A 

 
Class 
Description 

One important by-product of "Arab Spring" is that Arab public opinion has emerged as 
a factor requiring the attention of political leadership. This is true not only for Arab 
governments, but for decision-makers and analysts in the West, as well. 

This course will be about Arab public opinion - how Arabs: see themselves, view their 
governments, prioritize their political concerns, and see their relationship with other 
countries.  

The course will also examine the extent to which Americans have either been unaware 
of or ignored Arab opinion and the degree to which this inattentiveness to Arab 
realities and sensitivities has contributed to misguided policies that have exacerbated a 
growing East-West divide.      

The goal of this course will be to examine the role public opinion is playing in shaping 
on-going developments in Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, the relationships 
between several Arab states and the US, and emergent regional powers like Iran and 
Turkey, and efforts to achieve a resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We will 
make use of up-to-date polling in all of these countries.  

We will also look at evolving public opinion attitudes in the US to better understand 
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the misconceptions about Arabs that have shaped policies toward the Arab World.    

Finally, the class will design and analyze the results of their own poll of post-Arab 
Spring policy concerns and will, as a class, formulate a "Lessons Learned" document - a 
set of recommendations for policy-makers to consider in approaching the post- Arab 
Spring Middle East.  

 

Desired 
Outcomes 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to recall specific elements 
of the history and relative geopolitical importance of the Arab region over the past 
century, including current key issues of regional and international concern.   

Students will be able to evaluate, on at least a rudimentary level, public-opinion polling 
data and interpret its meaning and import.     

Students will be able to formulate “the right questions” and design, arrange, assemble 
and analyze public-opinion surveys and focus groups, applying basic principles of 
survey methodology for the purposes of public-opinion research.   

Students will be able to articulate an informed response, including policy 
recommendations, on issues of US policy in the contemporary Arab World. 

 

Assessment 
Component
s 

 
 
 
 
 

This must include number of pages of written work and time of oral 
presentations. 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the 
class.  

Writing: 

• Seven original postings (350 -400 word each) and ten additional comments (200 – 250 
words each) on class blog 

• Two essays on assigned topics (1,000 words each) 
• Participation in class project in design and analysis of our polls and in preparation of 

“Lessons Learned”. 

(Due dates for work will be discussed on the first day of class. Original "blog" pieces should be 
posted one each week, beginning with the second week.  Comments should be posted at least 
one each week, beginning the third week of class. All writing assignments must be completed 
by the last week of class. Incompletes may be given only in exceptional circumstances.) 

Grading: 
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• A score will be given for work done in each of the following:  
• 6 points – postings (original and responses) 
• 4 points – for essays and presentations 
• 2 points – attendance  and participation in class discussion, poll production, and  

preparation of “Lessons Learned” 

Grading Scale: 12=A; 9=B; 6=C; 3=D; 1=F 
 

 
Assessment 
Expectation
s 

[Instructor Note: These may vary by type of course, but should adhere to general 
site guidelines] 

Grade A:  The student makes excellent use of empirical and theoretical material 
and offers well-structured arguments in his/her work.  The student writes 
comprehensive essays / exam questions and his/her work shows strong evidence 
of critical thought and extensive reading. 

Grade B:  The candidate shows a good understanding of the problem and has 
demonstrated the ability to formulate and execute a coherent research strategy. 

Grade C:  The work is acceptable and shows a basic grasp of the research problem.  
However, the work fails to organize findings coherently and is in need of 
improvement. 

Grade D:  The work passes because some relevant points are made.  However, 
there may be a problem of poor definition, lack of critical awareness, poor 
research. 

Grade F:  The work shows that the research problem is not understood; there is 
little or no critical awareness and the research is clearly negligible. 

Grade 
conversion 

NYU Washington, DC uses the following scale of numerical equivalents to letter 
grades: 

100-94  A    76-74  C 

93-90  A-    73-70  C- 

89-87  B+    69-67  D+   

86-84    B      65-66  D 

83-80  B-    below 65 F 

79-77  C+ 
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Attendance 
Policy 

 

 

To seek an excused absence for medical reasons, students must email or discuss 
with Lauren in advance of their missed class. For an excused absence, students 
must produce a doctor’s note dated with the exact dates of the missed class and/ 
or exam. 

Non-medical absences must be discussed with Lauren prior to the date(s) in 
question.  

Lauren will communicate the absence to all relevant faculty. If you have not 
received notification from Lauren, the student has not procured an excused 
absence. 

NYU Washington, DC expects students to arrive to class promptly (both at the 
beginning and after any breaks), to be attentive, and to remain for the duration of 
the class.  If full class attendance becomes a problem, it is the prerogative of each 
instructor to deduct from the final grade for late arrival and early departure. Being 
more than 10 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence. 

If students have more than two unexcused absences they will fail the course. 

Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. This 
means they should initiate email and/ or office hour discussions to discuss any 
missed lectures and assignments and arrange a timeline for submitting missed 
work. 

NYU Washington, DC expects students to arrive to class promptly (both at the 
beginning and after any breaks) and to remain for the duration of the class. Three 
late arrivals or earlier departures (10 minutes after the starting time or before the 
ending time) will be considered one absence. 

Please note that for classes involving a field trip or other external visit, 
transportation difficulties are never grounds for an excused absence.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to arrive at the announced meeting point in a punctual 
and timely fashion.   Staff members may always be reached by cell phone for 
advice regarding public transportation. 
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Late 
Submission 
of Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Written work due in class must be submitted during the class time to the 
professor. 

2) Late work should be emailed to the faculty as soon as it is completed. If the 
assignment must be submitted in person, Lauren Sinclair can collect on behalf 
of the faculty between the hours of 10-6, M-F. 

3) Late work will be reduced for a fraction of a letter grade (e.g: A to A-, A- to 
B+, etc.) for every day it is late, including weekends. 

4) Written work during the semester that is submitted 5 days after the 
submission date (including weekends) without an agreed extension fails and is 
given a zero. 

5) Students who arrive to class late for an exam do not have automatic approval 
to take extra time to complete the exam. 

6) Students who miss an exam (including the final) without previously arranged 
permission will receive a zero on that exam. 

7) Assignments due during finals week that are submitted more than 3 days 
without previously arranged extensions will not be accepted and will receive a 
zero.  Any exceptions or extensions for work during finals week must be 
discussed with the Site Director. 

Students 
with 
Disabilities 

Accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities. Please 
contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at 212-998-4980 or see 
their website (http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-
disabilities.html) for further information. 

 
Plagiarism 
Policy 

The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as 
though they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes 
an act of plagiarism. 

NYU Washington, DC takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may 
exceed those set out by your home school. All your written work must be 
submitted as a hard copy AND in electronic form to the instructor. Your instructor 
may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form. 

It is also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different courses 

http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-disabilities.html
http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-disabilities.html
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that is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is 
an overlap of the subject of your assignment with one that you produced for 
another course (either in the current or any previous semester), you MUST inform 
your professor. 

For guidelines on academic honesty, clarification of the definition of plagiarism, 
examples of procedures and sanctions, and resources to support proper citation, 
please see: 

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-
guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

http://gls.nyu.edu/page/gls.academicintegrity 

http://cas.nyu.edu/page/academicintegrity 

http://nyu.libguides.com/content.php?pid=123054&sid=1057581 

 
Required 
Text(s) 

Arab Voices: What They Are Saying to Us and Why It Matters, James Zogby, 
Palgrave MacMillan, 2010. ISBN: 978- 0230120686 

Culture & Dignity: Dialogues between the Middle East and the West, Laura Nader. 
Published October, 2012 by Wiley & Blackwell. ISBN: 978-1118319017 

Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace: American Leadership in the Middle East, Daniel C. 
Kurtzer and Scott B. Lasensky. ISBN: 978- 1601270306 

 
Supplement
al Texts(s) 
(not 
required for 
purchase) 

United Nations, Unit on Palestine, Report: http://unispal.un.org/pdfs/DPI2499.pdf 

International Crisis Group - Issue Briefs on Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, and Iraq 

The past 11 years of polling from Zogby Research on Arab, Muslim and US public opinion  
All of these can be found on aaiusa.org and ZogbyResearchServices.com 

Daily press review: al Monitor; Mideastwire; The Middle East Mirror 

Internet 
Research  
Guidelines 

N/A 

Additional 
Required 
Equipment  

N/A 

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
http://gls.nyu.edu/page/gls.academicintegrity
http://cas.nyu.edu/page/academicintegrity
http://nyu.libguides.com/content.php?pid=123054&sid=1057581
http://unispal.un.org/pdfs/DPI2499.pdf
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Session 1 

 

Feb. 6 

Introduction to the course and each other & The Making of the Contemporary 
Arab World 

A discussion of the history of the region and its relationship to the West in the last 
century. 

Also a description of what we will try to accomplish in this course and the course 
requirements. (Set up class blog and instructions for posting. Writing assignments and du  
dates will be discussed.) 

 
Session 2 

 

Feb 13 

Sources of Misunderstanding 

An examination of the sources of misunderstanding between East and West: 
education; cultural stereotypes; religion; politics and ideology. 

Readings: Arab Voices, chapters 1-4 

 
Session 3 

 

Feb 20 

Myths 

As a result of this misunderstanding, in the minds of many in the West, the Arab 
World exists as an imagined world defined more by myth than reality. We will 
examine some of these myths and assess their impact.   

Readings: Arab Voices, chapters 5-9. 

 
Session 4 

 

Feb 27 

Iraq 

Not understanding the Arab World has resulted in policy blunders that have 
contributed to deepening the divide. We will look first at Iraq.  

Readings: 

• Arab Voices, chapter 10 
• International Crisis Group - briefings on Iraq 
• Iraq Study Group Report 
• Iraq poll, 2003: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/the-first-poll-of-iraqi-

public-opinion-2003 
• Iraq poll, 2011: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-opinion-polls-u.s.-

withdrawal-from-iraq-arab-political-concerns-and-so 

 

http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/the-first-poll-of-iraqi-public-opinion-2003
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/the-first-poll-of-iraqi-public-opinion-2003
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-opinion-polls-u.s.-withdrawal-from-iraq-arab-political-concerns-and-so
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-opinion-polls-u.s.-withdrawal-from-iraq-arab-political-concerns-and-so
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Session 5 

 

Mar 6 

Palestine  

Readings:  

• Arab Voices, chapters 13 
• United Nations, Unit on Palestine, 

Report: http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/1ce874ab1832a53e852570bb006
dfaf6/57c45a3dd0d46b09802564740045cc0a?OpenDocument 

• Palestine poll, 2009: http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/the-
doha-debates-should-the-u.s.-get-tough-with-israel/ 

• Poll of American opinions toward the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
2012: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/american-opinions-on-the-israeli-
palestinian-conflict-2012 

 
Session 6 

 

Mar 13 

Israeli/Palestinian Peace Process 

Readings: 

• Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace: American Leadership in the Middle East, 
Daniel C. Kurtzer and Scott B. Lasensky Which pages? 

• 20 Years Later, Zogby Research Services; link 
• Is Peace Possible?, ZRS Poll from 

2012; http://b.3cdn.net/aai/a63fe72b49ad6f485a_0hm6b33c9.pdf 

 
Session 7 

 

Mar 27 

Lebanon 

Readings: 

• Arab Voices, Chapter 11 
• Lebanon polls, 2005: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/poll-shows-bases-for-

unity-in-lebanon-2005  and  http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/rafic-hariri-
assassination-2005 

 
Session 8 

 

Apr 3 

Tunisia and Egypt 

Readings: 

• International Crisis Group - briefings on Tunisia and Egypt 
• Poll on political priorities and social media, 

2011: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-opinion-polls-u.s.-withdrawal-
from-iraq-arab-political-concerns-and-so 

• ZRS 2013 Polling in Tunisia and Egypt.  

http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/1ce874ab1832a53e852570bb006dfaf6/57c45a3dd0d46b09802564740045cc0a?OpenDocument
http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/1ce874ab1832a53e852570bb006dfaf6/57c45a3dd0d46b09802564740045cc0a?OpenDocument
http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/the-doha-debates-should-the-u.s.-get-tough-with-israel/
http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/the-doha-debates-should-the-u.s.-get-tough-with-israel/
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/american-opinions-on-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict-2012
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/american-opinions-on-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict-2012
http://b.3cdn.net/aai/a63fe72b49ad6f485a_0hm6b33c9.pdf
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/poll-shows-bases-for-unity-in-
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/poll-shows-bases-for-unity-in-
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/rafic-hariri-assassination-2005
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/rafic-hariri-assassination-2005
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-opinion-polls-u.s.-withdrawal-from-iraq-arab-political-concerns-and-so
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-opinion-polls-u.s.-withdrawal-from-iraq-arab-political-concerns-and-so
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• Robert Malley and Hussein Agha, “The Arab 
Counterrevolution”: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2011/sep/
29/arab-counterrevolution/?pagination=false 

• Robert Malley and Hussein Agha, “This is not a 
Revolution”: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2012/nov/08/not-
revolution/?pagination=false 

• F. Gregory Gause III, “Why Middle East Studies Missed the Arab Spring,” 
Foreign Affairs, July/August, 2011. 

 

Essay due 

 
Session 9 

Apr 10 

Syria 

International Crisis Group - briefing on Syria 

 
Session 10 

 

Apr 17 

Iran and Turkey 

Readings:  

• How Non-Arab Muslims View the Arab World, Zogby Research 
Services; http://www.zogbyresearchservices.com/zrs/Zogby_Research_Ser
vices_ZRS_Portfolio_Non-
Arab_Muslims_files/NonArabMuslimViewsFINAL.pdf 

• Looking at Iran: The Rise and Fall of Iran in Public Opinion, James 
Zogby http://www.zogbyresearchservices.com/zrs/Zogby_Research_Servic
es_ZRS_News_files/LookingAtIranPoll3_5_13.pdf 

 
Session 11 

 

Apr 24 

Working on Our Poll 

• Polls of American attitudes towards Arabs and Muslims, 
2010: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/american-views-on-arab-and-
muslim-americans-2010 

• Polls of Arab Attitudes toward the 
U.S.,2011: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-attitudes-2011 

• 2010: http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-voices-book-survey-2010 
• 2009: http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/arab-opinions-on-

president-obamas-first-100-days-a-six-nation-survey 
• 2004: http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/impressions-of-

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2011/sep/29/arab-counterrevolution/?pagination=false
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2011/sep/29/arab-counterrevolution/?pagination=false
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2012/nov/08/not-revolution/?pagination=false
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2012/nov/08/not-revolution/?pagination=false
http://www.zogbyresearchservices.com/zrs/Zogby_Research_Services_ZRS_Portfolio_Non-Arab_Muslims_files/NonArabMuslimViewsFINAL.pdf
http://www.zogbyresearchservices.com/zrs/Zogby_Research_Services_ZRS_Portfolio_Non-Arab_Muslims_files/NonArabMuslimViewsFINAL.pdf
http://www.zogbyresearchservices.com/zrs/Zogby_Research_Services_ZRS_Portfolio_Non-Arab_Muslims_files/NonArabMuslimViewsFINAL.pdf
http://www.zogbyresearchservices.com/zrs/Zogby_Research_Services_ZRS_News_files/LookingAtIranPoll3_5_13.pdf
http://www.zogbyresearchservices.com/zrs/Zogby_Research_Services_ZRS_News_files/LookingAtIranPoll3_5_13.pdf
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/american-views-on-arab-and-muslim-americans-2010
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/american-views-on-arab-and-muslim-americans-2010
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-attitudes-2011
http://www.aaiusa.org/reports/arab-voices-book-survey-2010
http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/arab-opinions-on-president-obamas-first-100-days-a-six-nation-survey
http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/arab-opinions-on-president-obamas-first-100-days-a-six-nation-survey
http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/impressions-of-america-2004
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america-2004 

 
Session 12 

 

May 1 

Obama v. Bush 

President Obama made an early effort to change the course of the relationship. 
We will look at his early steps, examine his Cairo speech and assess what went 
wrong since then to impede the progress he and the Arab World hoped might 
occur.  

Readings: 

• Arab Voices, chapter 15 
• Obama speech at Cairo, 

2009: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/04/us/politics/04obama.text.htm
l?pagewanted=all&_r=0 

• Obama speech at the State Department, 
2011: http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/may/19/barack-obama-
speech-middle-east 

• Obama Jerusalem Speech 
• Obama UN Speech 

 
Session 13 

May 8 

Presentations 

 

 
Session 14 

 

May 15 

Our Poll and “Lessons Learned” 

At this point we will have the results of our on line surveys. We will examine the 
findings in class.  Each student will be expected to prepare written observations of 
the results they find most interesting.  

Based on the work we have done throughout the session, we will make an effort at 
concluding the course with “Lessons Learned” or recommendations for policy-
makers and the public-at-large to follow that would, if followed, help to improve 
our relationship with the Arab World and heal the East-West divide. The class will 
prepare this on its own, as a collective effort. 

 

 
Session 15 9ǎǎŀȅ ŘǳŜ 

http://www.aaiusa.org/index_ee.php/reports/impressions-of-america-2004
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/04/us/politics/04obama.text.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/04/us/politics/04obama.text.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/may/19/barack-obama-speech-middle-east
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/may/19/barack-obama-speech-middle-east
Mark
Typewritten Text
May 22

Mark
Typewritten Text
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Classroom 
Etiquette 

 

 

 
Required 
Co-
curricular 
Activities 

 

 TBD 

Suggested 
Co-
curricular 
Activities 

 

 TBD 

 

Your Instructor 
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