
 
 

Class code PSYCH-UA 9029 002 

Instructor 
Details 

Oren Griffiths PhD 
Oren.Griffiths@nyu.edu 
NYU Sydney Academic Centre, Science House, Level 2, 157-161 Gloucester St, The Rocks. 
 

Class Details Cognition Spring 2014 
Weeks 1 -5: Monday 4-5.30pm & Tuesday 4-5.30pm 
Weeks 6-14: Tuesday 4-7pm 
NYU Sydney Academic Center Room 304 
 

Prerequisites Introduction to Psychology 
 

Class Description 
 
This course is a survey of cognitive psychology, the scientific study of the human mind and 
human thinking. During the course of the semester we will discuss many different aspects of 
cognition: perception, attention, memory, language, concepts, reasoning, problem solving, 
expertise, creativity, and decision making. The emphasis in the course will be on how 
psychologists have used experiments to help construct theories of how the human mind 
works and how human thinking occurs. The class will involve lectures, student presentations, 
discussion, video material to accompany lectures, and occasional example class experiments. 
The course also has a practical component, for which students work in small groups and 
conduct an empirical study, which they write up in a research report. 
 

Desired 
Outcomes 

The desired outcomes for this course are that students should be able to: 
• Demonstrate understanding of the basic cognitive functions, based on key research 

findings.  
• Demonstrate knowledge of the main theories of cognition. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of the basic methods of cognitive research, plus their 

strengths and weaknesses.  
• Demonstrate understanding of the scientific process underlying cognitive research, 

and show a basic ability to assess the scientific quality of research. 
• Demonstrate ability to conduct and report a basic piece of empirical work.  

 

Assessment 
Components 

 
Class presentation (10%) – a short (10 minute) class presentation on one of the readings.    
 
Video demonstration (20%). A video will be prepared in small groups of 2-4 students 
documenting or demonstrating the operation of a fundamental principle of cognition in the 
“wild.” A range of suitable topics will be provided by the lecturer, but the student may select a 
topic of his/her own choice (and approved by the lecturer). It is to be submitted by Week 14. 
 
Proposal for video assignment (10%) A one-page outline of the psychological principle 
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chosen for the video demonstration. The proposal is to be submitted by Week 10. 
 
Course essay (30%) (2000 words) on a cognitive topic provided by the lecturer. The essay is 
to be submitted by Week 8. 
 
Final exam (30%) – consisting of a multiple-choice test and short answers.  
 
Failure to submit or fulfil any required course component results in failure of the class. 
 
 

Assessment 
Expectations 

Grade A:  Clear evidence of understanding, plus the ability to apply knowledge and reflect on 
the student’s own learning. 
 

Grade B:  Evidence of understanding and the ability to apply course content, but lacking 
reflectivity. 
 
Grade C:  Evidence of good understanding, but lacking evidence of reflectivity and the ability 
to apply course content. 
 
Grade D:  Evidence of understanding in a minimally acceptable way, and lacking reflectivity 
and the ability to apply course content. 
 
Grade F:  Plagiarized, did not participate satisfactorily, didn’t hand in work, lack of 
understanding. 
 

Policies on 
Attendance,  
Late Submission 
of Work and 
Plagiarism 

 
NYU Sydney has a strict policy about late submission of work and course attendance. No 
unexcused absences are permitted. See the NYU Sydney Student Handbook for policies on 
Attendance and Late Submission of Work. 
 
The academic standards of New York University apply to all coursework at NYU Sydney. NYU 
Sydney policies are in accordance with New York University’s plagiarism policy. The 
presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
It is a serious academic offense to use the work of others (written, printed or in any other 
form) without acknowledgement. Cases of plagiarism are not dealt with by your instructor. 
They are referred to the Director, who will determine the appropriate penalty (up to and 
including failure in the course as a whole) taking into account the codes of conduct and 
academic standards for NYU’s various schools and colleges.  
 
All written coursework must to be submitted as a hard copy AND in electronic form. All 
students must submit an electronic copy of each piece of written work to the plagiarism 
detection software turn-it-in. Instructions will be provided to you in class. 
 

Required Text(s) 
 
 Goldstein, E. B. (2013) Cognitive Psychology (3rd Edn). 
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Further Reading  

Copies in NYUS 
course collection  

 
Medin, D.L., Ross, B.H., & Markman, A.B. (2004). Cognitive Psychology (4th Edition). Orlando, 
FL: Harcourt College Publishers. 
Eysenck, MW & Keane, MT (2005) Cognitive Psychology, A Student’s Handbook (Fifth 
Edition).    Hove: Psychology Press. ISBN: 1-84169-359-6 
 

Week  1 
Mon 3 Feb, 
Tues 4 Feb 

Introduction: Modern cognitive psychology  and the scientific method and neuroscience 
(Reading: Chapter 1) 
 
 

Week  2 
Mon 10 Feb, 
Tues 11 Feb  

 
Memory: Cognitive Neuroscience and Short-term memory (Reading: Chapters 2 &5) 
 
Luck, S. J. & Vogel, E. K. (1997) The capacity of visual working memory for features and 
conjunctions. Nature, 390, 279-281. 
 

Week  3 
Mon 17 Feb, 
Tues 18 Feb 

 
Memory: Long-term memory 1 (Reading: Chapters 6 and 7) 
 
Jacoby, L.L., Woloshyn, V. & Kelley, C. (1989) Becoming famous without being recognized: 
Unconscious influences of memory produced by divided attention. Journal of Experimental 
Psychology: General, 118, 115-125.  
 

Week  4 
Mon 24 Feb, 
Tues 25 Feb 

 
Memory:  Long-term memory 2 (Reading: Chapters 6 and 7) 
 
Godden, D. R. & Baddeley, A. D. (1975) Context dependent memory in two natural 
environments: On land and underwater. British Journal of Psychology, 66,325-331. 
 

Week  5 
Mon 3 Mar, 
Tues 4 Mar 

 
Memory: Memory in use (Reading: Chapter 8)  
 
Marsh, R. L., Cook, G. I. & Hicks, J. L. (2006) Gender and orientation stereotypes bias source-
monitoring attributions. Memory, 14, 148-160.  
 

Week  6 
Tues 11 March 

 
Visual Imagery and spatial memory + Guest Speaker #1 (Reading: Chapter 10) 
 
Kosslyn, S. M. (1973) Scanning visual images: Some structural implications. Perception & 
Psychophysics, 14, 90-94. 
 
Essay due. 
 

Break  
 

 
Spring Break 17-21 March 
 

Week  7 
  
Attention (Reading: Chapter 4) 
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Tues 25 March  

Tipper, S.P. (1985). The negative priming effect: Inhibitory priming by ignored objects. Quarter  
Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human Experimental Psychology, 37A, 571– 590 

Week  8 
Tues 1 Apr 

 
Knowledge: Concepts and Categories (Reading: Chapter 9) 
 
Lynch, E. B., Coley, J. D. & Medin, D. L. (2000) Tall is typical: Central tendency, ideal dimensions  
and graded category structure among tree experts and novices. Memory & Cognition, 28, 41-50   
 

Week  9 
Tues 8 Apr 

 
Reasoning (Reading: Chapter 13) + Guest Speaker #2 
 
Taber, C. S. & Lodge, M. (2006) Motivated scepticism in the evaluation of political beliefs. 
American Journal of Political Science, 50, 755-769.  
 

Week  10 
Tues 15 Apr 

 
Judgment and Decision Making (Reading: Chapter 13) 
 
Tversky, A. & Kahneman, D. (1974) Judgment under uncertainty: Heuristics and Biases. 
Science, 185, 1124-1131.  
 
Video proposal due. 
 

Session 11 
Tues 22 Apr 

Problem Solving (Reading: Chapter 12) 
 
Gick, M. L. & Holyoak, K. J. (1980) Analogical problem solving. Cognitive Psychology, 12, 306-
355.  
 

Week  12 
Tues 29 Apr 

Learning (Reading: Chapter 9) 
 
Shanks, D. R. (1985) Forward and backward blocking in human contingency judgment. 
Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology B, 37, 1-21. 
 

Session 13 
Tues 6 May 

 
Perception (Reading: Chapter 3) 
 
Auckland, M. E., Cave, K. R. & Donelly, N. (2007) Nontarget objects can influence perceptual 
processes during object recognition. Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, 14, 332-337. 
 

Session 14 
Tues 13 May 

 
Video presentations due. 
 
Language (Reading: Chapter 11) 
 
Boroditsky, L. (2001) Does language shape thought? Mandarin and English speakers’ conceptio  
of time. Cognitive Psychology, 43, 1-22.   
 

Session 15 Final Exam 1-3 pm 
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Mon 19 May  

Classroom 
Etiquette 

 
Toilet breaks should be taken before or after class or during class breaks.  
Food and drink, including gum, are not to be consumed in class.  
Mobile phones should be set on silent and should not be used in class except for emergencies.  
Laptops are only to be used with the express permission of the teacher. 
Please kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins provided. 

 

Your Instructor Dr Oren Griffiths completed his PhD in cognitive psychology at the University of New South 
Wales in 2008. His primary areas of research interest are the fundamental principles of 
human attention, reasoning and learning, and how these interact with daily life. For 
example, current research projects include how evaluative conditioning principles influence 
people’s interactions on Facebook, and how fundamental principles of associative learning 
may explain some aspects of psychotic symptoms (such as delusions and hallucinations). 
After a post-doctoral fellowship at Goettingen University (Germany) he returned to UNSW to 
complete a post-doctoral fellowship in human learning. In addition, he is a practicing clinical 
psychologist (registrar).  
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