
__________________________________________________________

Meeting of a Stated Meeting of the
Senate of New York University

A stated meeting of the Senate of New York University was held on Thursday,
3, 2011, at 2:00 p.m., in Room 914 of the Kimmel Center for University Life.
Dr. Sexton was delayed, the meeting was convened
the President Diane Yu, who presided until

Faculty Senators Council Members Present
James Fernandez, Ricki Goldman,
Hutchins, Kose John, Mary
Marie Monaco, Terence Moran,
Eric Simon, Carol Sternhell,
Economides), Paul Thompson

Student Senators Council Members Present
Felipe Cole, Albert Cotugno, Gregory Dussaq
Honig, Edline Jacquet, Susan Kuruvilla (for
Neri, Rebecca Phillips, Victoria Sung,
Apoorva Vadi and Malina Webb

Deans Council Members Present
Mary Schmidt Campbell), Susan Greenbaum (for Frederick Choi),
Peter Blair Henry), Robert Lapiner, Willie Long
Mandel, Kathleen Talvacchi
Susanne Wofford.

Administrative Management Council Members Present
Drummond, Anita Dwyer (Chair), Marguerite Sharkey

University Administration Members Present
Bonnie Brier, Martin Dorph

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

__________________________________________________________

Minutes
Meeting of a Stated Meeting of the

Senate of New York University
March 3, 2011

A stated meeting of the Senate of New York University was held on Thursday,
, at 2:00 p.m., in Room 914 of the Kimmel Center for University Life.

he meeting was convened by Chief of Staff and Deputy to
, who presided until Dr. Sexton arrived at 2:28 p.m.

Senators Council Members Present: Levon Capan, Sylvain Cappell,
Ricki Goldman, Floyd Hammack, Christine Harrington,

Mary Ann Jones, Anthony Kovner, Carl Lebowitz,
Terence Moran, Molly Nolan, Laurin Raiken, Robert Schacht (Chair),

Carol Sternhell, Raghu Sundaram, Arthur Tannenbaum (for Nicholas
Paul Thompson and Daniel Zwanziger.

Student Senators Council Members Present: Vitali Bourchtein, Mason Braswell,
Cole, Albert Cotugno, Gregory Dussaq, Miriam Fink, Chirag Hirawat, Jake

Susan Kuruvilla (for Mustfa Manzur), Doug Martin,
Victoria Sung, Kathleen Sylvester (Chair), Nipun Tuls

lina Webb.

Deans Council Members Present: Charles Bertolami (Chair), Robert Cameron (for
Mary Schmidt Campbell), Susan Greenbaum (for Frederick Choi), Joanne Hvala (for

Robert Lapiner, Willie Long (for Matthew Santirocco),
l, Kathleen Talvacchia (for Mal Semple), Lynn Videka, Beth Weitzman

Administrative Management Council Members Present: John DeSantis,
Anita Dwyer (Chair), Marguerite Sharkey and Michael Summers.

Administration Members Present: Michael Alfano, Robert Berne,
and David McLaughlin.

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

__________________________________________________________

A stated meeting of the Senate of New York University was held on Thursday, March
, at 2:00 p.m., in Room 914 of the Kimmel Center for University Life. Because

Chief of Staff and Deputy to
Dr. Sexton arrived at 2:28 p.m.

Sylvain Cappell,
Christine Harrington, Carol

Anthony Kovner, Carl Lebowitz, Ted Magder,
Laurin Raiken, Robert Schacht (Chair),

Arthur Tannenbaum (for Nicholas

n, Mason Braswell,
Miriam Fink, Chirag Hirawat, Jake

, Doug Martin, Malaika
Kathleen Sylvester (Chair), Nipun Tulshian,

Robert Cameron (for
Joanne Hvala (for

or Matthew Santirocco), Carol
Beth Weitzman and

John DeSantis, Katherine
Michael Summers.

Michael Alfano, Robert Berne,



Minutes/University Senate
March 3, 2011
Page 2

Review and Approval of the Minutes of the February 3, 2011 Meeting

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Minutes of the February 3, 2011 meeting
were approved unanimously.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

Senior Class Legacy Project

Ms. Yu introduced Senior Vice President for Development and Alumni Relations
Debra LaMorte and Chair of the Student Senators Council Kathleen Sylvester to
report on the Senior Class Legacy Project. Ms. LaMorte related that the Project
started in 2003 to help seniors become accustomed to alumni giving. Ms. Sylvester
stated that due to decreased participation in recent years, students were asked for
feedback regarding giving priorities and they identified financial aid as their most
important priority. The project was renamed the 1831 Fund in 2011 after an online
vote and encourages each senior to donate $18.31 to be used for scholarships for
incoming freshman. Dr. Sexton also agreed to match every dollar raised up to
$25,000. In addition, the school with the highest participation rate will receive a
$5,000 scholarship. Ms. Sylvester noted that the Undergraduate College of the Stern
School of Business does not participate in the 1831 Fund because they have their
own senior legacy program.

Seniors can donate to the 1831 Fund on the web, where they also are encouraged to
return to update their contact information regularly. Ms. Sylvester related that $1,800
has been raised so far. Ms. LaMorte thanked Ms. Sylvester and all student leaders
for their efforts on behalf of the 1831 Fund and noted that the Fund creates a student
tradition, contributes to financial aid and teaches students about alumni giving. Ms.
LaMorte ended the presentation by announcing that each fall, as part of alumni day,
there would be a special reception for all recent alumni donors to the 1831 Fund
where they could meet the student recipients of the 1831 fund scholarships.

Update on NYU 2031 and University Smoking Policy

Lynne Brown, Senior Vice President for University Relations and Public Affairs, gave
an update on NYU 2031, noting that in the next two weeks, the University will
formally apply with City agencies to move forward with the proposed NYU 2031
development plans.

Ms. Brown also reminded the Senate of the University’s smoking policy, which does
not allow smoking near any University doorway or entrance. Public Safety will begin
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to take a more active role in maintaining compliance with this policy.

Update on University Achievements

Dr. Sexton referred to the memorandum that was circulated to each Senator, and is
attached to these minutes as Exhibit A, outlining some of the individual and collective
achievements at the University since the Senate's last meeting.

Report on NYU Shanghai

Dr. Sexton reported that efforts in Shanghai are going as planned and that the final
signing may take place as early as mid-March. NYU Shanghai will have many of the
same characteristics of NYU Abu Dhabi, though the faculty-student ratio will be
comparable to that of the Washington Square campus and China will require that
about half or more of the student body be Chinese. The new portal site will be
placed in the top tier of Chinese universities. Dr. Sexton noted that we already have
a study-away site in Shanghai and that students will continue to have the opportunity
to study there. The portal site is expected to open by September 2013.

In response to questions by Senators, Dr. Sexton responded that there is no
citizenship requirement for faculty and as with NYU Abu Dhabi, NYU Shanghai
faculty will be composed of affiliated, standing, joint and visiting faculty; and the
student body will be extremely selective and the Chinese component will be at or
above the strongest schools in the United States. Dr. Sexton concluded by
commending the University’s senior administrators for their hard work and dedication
to the establishment of NYU Shanghai.

REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Professor Hammack reported that the Committee is reviewing a proposal from the
Office of the Provost to revise the Satisfactory Academic Progress policy, which he
expects to report on at the April 28 Senate meeting.

REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Mr. Dorph reported that the Financial Affairs Committee met last month and
discussed the final budget proposals. The Committee will meet after today’s Senate
meeting.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNANCE

Ms. Neri reported that the Committee met twice since the last meeting. She advised
that the Board of Trustees expects to substantially revise the University Bylaws and
the Committee is reviewing the portions relevant to the Senate. She noted, for
example, that the Committee unanimously agreed that the Bylaws should not include
a one-year term for the composition of the Senate, as opposed to amending the
Bylaws only when the composition changes.

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Professor Tannenbaum referred to the Update on the Federal and State Budgets at
each Senator’s place, prepared by Alicia Hurley, Vice President for Government
Affairs and Community Engagement, and her staff, a copy of which is attached to
these minutes as Exhibit B.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Administrative Management Council

Ms. Dwyer reported that the AMC met on March 1 when the Bylaws Committee
presented an updated version of the AMC bylaws. The Nominations and Elections
Committee is reviewing changes in some of the central units to ensure accurate
representation in all divisions and units. Sharon Chavez and Eric Loffswold, Learning
and Development Managers from the Office of Talent, Learning and Professional
Development, presented to the AMC on professional development and gave an
update on e-learning. The AMC looks forward to the March 24 Town Hall with
President Sexton.

Deans Council

No report was submitted by the Deans Council.

Faculty Senators Council

Dr. Schacht reported that the FSC sent a resolution to the Office of the Provost
regarding access by faculty Senators to faculty email distribution lists and hopes all
faculty Senators will soon have the ability to communicate Council matters via email
to their school’s faculty members. The Executive and Benefits Committees met with
members of the administration and with the Office of Human Resources to gain a
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better understanding of the proposed changes in Retiree Medical Benefits: Premium
Reimbursement Account (PRA). The Tenure Modifications Committee is reviewing
the Institute for Fine Arts (IFA)’s Tenure and Promotion Guidelines, which was
transmitted for FSC review and advice. The Communications Committee is
beginning work on transitioning the FSC website into the new Content Management
System as part of the NYU website redesign. On Thursday, March 24 the FSC will
host the annual Former Chairs Dinner at the Torch Club.

Student Senators Council

Ms. Sylvester advised that during the past month, the SSC has collected budget
proposals from various student committees and areas of student life to be presented
to the Student Financial Affairs Committee after today’s meeting. Anthony Jiga, Vice
President for Budget and Planning, accepted the SSC’s invitation to present on
NYU’s budgeting process and the SSC thanks University administration for its
willingness to work with students.

Ms. Sylvester reported that two student Senators visited NYU Abu Dhabi last
weekend to meet with current students and candidates for next year’s freshman
class. They also worked with current students to establish a structure for the NYU
Abu Dhabi student council and the SSC continues to work on these efforts. Ms.
Sylvester asked to be contacted directly with any questions.

The SSC continues work on the Community@NYU initiative with the Office of
Student Affairs, planning focus groups and surveying the student body. To date,
approximately 3,483 students have responded. Two Town Hall meetings also are
planned.

The University Council on Student Life voted in favor of a proposal to ban Chick-Fil-A
at the Washington Square campus due to Chick-Fil-A’s alleged support for anti-LGBT
organizations, principally the Winshape Foundation. Ms. Sylvester recommended
that a committee of the Senate further investigate these allegations, and the matter
was assigned to the Public Affairs Committee.

PRESIDENT’S QUESTION TIME

In response to a question submitted by the AMC regarding the wage gap created by
the current financial crisis, Dr. Sexton responded that NYU seeks to provide fair and
competitive compensation and also hopes that potential employees are motivated by
the University’s commitment to public service.
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With respect to the AMC’s question about how the University plans to cope with the
rising cost of health care, Dr. Sexton referred the question to Executive Vice
President Michael Alfano. Dr. Alfano pointed to the University’s efforts to make
Health Savings Accounts available to employees to help make health care more
affordable. He also noted that the University is incentivizing employees to purchase
generic drugs when available, which in turn reduces costs for both the University and
the employee. He related that the University Administration continues to work on the
unfunded liability of retiree medical benefits, as mandated by the Board of Trustees.
He explained that the University retirement health benefit programs would likely move
to a defined contribution formula, similar to the NYU retirement program. Dr. Alfano
advised that the University benefit should assist retirees in purchasing supplemental
healthcare to augment Medicare. He addressed the taxation of so-called “Cadillac”
health plans, relating that the University’s health benefits currently are under the
taxation ceiling, but that some University plans may exceed the ceiling in the future
and any tax would be passed down to the employee.

The AMC asked about NYU’s overlap of departments, and Dr. Sexton responded that
many programs are not as synergistic as they need to be. Duplication should be
avoided, and overlapping programs need to benefit from one another.

The AMC’s final question concerned plans for Governors Island. Dr. Sexton
responded that the City of New York has issued a Request for Expressions of
Interest (RFEI) to local, other U.S. and international universities to establish an
applied sciences and engineering research campus in the City. The City would make
land available and Governors Island is on its list of potential sites. Dr. Sexton stated
that the University is more interested in using Governors Island for student housing
than technology-related programs. He advised that Paul Horn, Senior Vice Provost
for Research, is leading NYU’s response to the RFEI and the University proposal will
include a collaboration with other institutions. At this stage, the competition is for
development capital, though the decision-making process is not yet clear. He noted
that the City helped NYU raise money for NYU-Poly’s expansion of its applied
technology program and NYU expects to move forward with its plans for increasing
science, including the applied sciences and engineering research, irrespective of the
RFEI.

In response to the SSC submitted question about representation for NYU Abu Dhabi
and the President’s vision for long-term governance of the Global Network University,
Dr. Sexton responded that the Senate must work out these issues together with the
portal campuses and that time differences will pose obstacles to participation,
especially for Shanghai students. Dr. Sexton emphasized the need for patience in
allowing the portal sites to develop their own governance structures. The focus now
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should be on shared activities. For example, the Washington Square and Abu Dhabi
orchestras are playing a concert together.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Brier
Secretary
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

University Senate Meeting 
Thursday, March 3, 2011 

 
 
It is my pleasure to share with you recent news and notes from across the university. 
 
GENERAL NEWS 
 
FAS Dean Selected: Distinguished neurobiologist Thomas Carew has been named Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts and Science, effective July 1st. Currently the Bren Professor and Chair of 
the Department of Neurobiology and Behavior at the University of California, Irvine, Dean 
Carew has been widely honored both for his scholarship in the fields of learning and memory 
and neuronal networks and for excellence in teaching. His leadership on planning task forces at 
his former institutions reflects his far-sighted and deep reflection on higher education. I would 
like to extend a warm welcome to Dean Carew and offer sincere thanks to both the search 
committee for its commendable work and to Jess Benhabib for his able and dedicated service as 
interim dean.  
 
Gold Star for Sustainability: NYU has received a STARS Gold Rating in recognition of 
sustainability achievements from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in 
Higher Education. STARS, the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System, is a new 
program that measures achievements in three areas: education and research; operations; and 
planning, administration, and engagement. NYU received the highest score in the Operations 
area of any rated institution to date. 
 
New Entrepreneurship Website: NYU has launched an online entrepreneurship hub 
designed to support technology innovation and startup formation within the campus 
community, http://www.nyu.edu/entrepreneur. On the site, aspiring NYU entrepreneurs can 
discover and learn about the university’s growing array of entrepreneurial resources, programs, 
and activities. Its four sections include: NYU Ventures, profiling our many existing startups as 
well as new opportunities; Innovation Venture Fund, where NYU entrepreneurs can apply to 
the $20 million fund announced last year; For Entrepreneurs, containing tools and resources for 
those starting new ventures; and News & Events. The University is committed to spinning off 
startups from student, faculty, and researchers’ ideas across a broad spectrum of fields, 
spanning information technology, the physical sciences, engineering, and medicine. To date, 
NYU has been awarded over 635 patents, two-thirds of which have been licensed to industry. 

 
FACULTY HONORS 
 
Arthur Miller, University Professor in the School of Law, has been named a Commander of 
the Order of the British Empire (CBE) by Queen Elizabeth II. The CBE, one of the United 
Kingdom’s highest honors, is an order of chivalry that recognizes civilians and military 
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personnel for public service and other distinctions. Professor Miller is one of the few Americans 
to have this Order bestowed upon him. He is recognized for his generous gift of more than 
eighteen hundred Japanese woodblock prints by Utagawa Kuniyoshi to the American Friends of 
the British Museum as well as for his role moderating public policy discussions on the BBC and 
Granada Television for more than fifteen years. 
 
Three faculty members have been awarded fellowships from the Alfred P. Sloan 
Foundation: Robert Fergus and Jinyang Li, assistant professors of computer science at the 
Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, and Matthieu Wyart, assistant professor in the 
Department of Physics in the FAS. Awarded annually, the fellowships are given to early-career 
scientists and scholars in recognition of achievement and the potential to contribute substantially 
to their fields. Professor Fergus’ research is in the areas of computer vision, machine learning, 
and computer graphics. Professor Li builds and investigates software systems that harness the 
physical resources of a large number of computers to achieve high-computing capacity. 
Professor Wyart explores the properties of systems displaying structural disorder, a kind of 
randomness that appears in biophysics, neuroscience, material science, soft matter, and the 
mathematics of sphere packing. 
 
Eric Vanden-Eijnden, professor at the Courant Institute, has been named the winner of the 
2011 J.D. Crawford Prize, in recognition of recent outstanding work on a topic in nonlinear 
science, by the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics. Professor Vanden-Eijnden’s 
research focus is the development of mathematical tools and numerical methods for the analysis 
of complex dynamical systems, which range from living organisms to the weather.  
 
Carol Mandel, Dean of the Division of Libraries, has been named the 2011 winner of the 
Hugh C. Atkinson Memorial Award by the American Library Association. The award 
recognizes an academic librarian who has made significant contributions in the area of library 
automation or management and who has made notable improvements in library service or 
research. 
 
Charles Simic (WSC ’67), Distinguished Poet-in-Residence in the Creative Writing 
Program, has won the Vilcek Prize for the Arts and Humanities in honor of his career 
achievements. Awarded annually by the Vilcek Foundation, the Vilcek Prizes recognize the 
contributions of foreign-born scientists and artists in the United States.  Simic, a former United 
States poet laureate and winner of the 1990 Pulitzer Prize in Poetry, emigrated from Yugoslavia 
at age 16. 
 
Robert Teranishi, associate professor of higher education at the Steinhardt School of 
Culture, Education, and Human Development, has been appointed by U.S. Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan to the Department of Education’s Equity and Excellence 
Commission.  The commission consists of 28 education advocates, civil rights leaders, scholars, 
lawyers, and corporate leaders who will examine the impact of school finance on educational 
opportunity and make policy recommendations to increase equity and achievement. Professor 
Teranishi’s research has been influential to federal, state, and institution policy related to college 
access, campus climate, and college affordability. 
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Perry Halkitis, professor of applied psychology and associate dean for research and 
doctoral studies at Steinhardt, has been invited by the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to serve on the Advisory Committee on HIV and STD Prevention and Treatment 
for the Center for Disease Control and Prevention and the Health Resources and Services 
Administration.  The Advisory Committee informs both agencies on activities related to 
HIV/AIDS and STD prevention and control, health care services, and education of health 
professionals and the public.  Professor Halkitis is director of Steinhardt’s Center for Health, 
Identity, Behavior, and Prevention Studies.  
 
Joshua Aronson, associate professor of applied psychology at Steinhardt, was named a 
fellow of the American Psychological Association’s Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology. The most prestigious society of social psychologists, the Society seeks to advance 
the progress of theory, basic and applied research, and practice in its field. Professor Aronson’s 
research focuses on racial and gender stereotypes, self-esteem, motivation, and attitudes.  
 
ALUMNI AND STUDENT HONORS 
 
Two Tisch School of the Arts alumni won Oscars at the 83rd Academy Awards:   
 

• Luke Matheny (TSOA ’10): Short Film (Live Action) for God of Love 
• Lora Hirschberg (TSOA ’85): Sound Mixing for Inception 

 
Another twelve NYU community members were nominated in the following categories: 
 

• James Franco (TSOA ’11): Actor in a Leading Role for 127 Hours. James, a current 
MFA candidate, was also co-host of this year’s ceremony. 

• Joel Coen (TSOA ’78): Directing, Best Picture (as a producer), and Writing (Adapted 
Screenplay) for True Grit 

• Scott Rudin (TSOA Dean’s Council): Best Picture (as a producer) for The Social 
Network and True Grit 

• Michael De Luca (TSOA ’95): Best Picture (as a producer) for The Social Network 
• Lucy Walker (TSOA ’98): Documentary (Feature) for Waste Land 
• Mitchell Block (TSOA ‘72/’73): Documentary (Short) for Poster Girl 
• Michael Arndt (TSOA ’87): Writing (Adapted Screenplay) for Toy Story 3 
• Debra Granik (TSOA ’01): Writing (Adapted Screenplay) for Winter’s Bone 
• Alan Menken (ARTS ’72, HON ’00):  Music (Original Song) for “I See the Light” from 

Tangled 
• Pamela Martin (TSOA ’90): Film Editing for The Fighter 
• Stephanie McMillan (TSOA’87): Art Direction for Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 

Part 1 
• Gwendolyn Yates Whittle (TSOA ’84): Sound Editing for Tron: Legacy 

 
 
 
 

cd83
TextBox
Minutes/University SenateMarch 3, 2011Page 10Exhibit A, Page 3



4 
 

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation has named a Tisch School of the Arts student and a recent 
alumnus winners of two awards:  
 

• Marni Zelnick, an MFA candidate in the Kanbar Institute of Film and Television, has 
been named the 2010 Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Feature Film Award winner for her 
film project Druid Peak.  The award supports outstanding young filmmakers in creating 
compelling feature-length narrative projects about science and technology, and it 
provides $100,000 toward the production of the film.  

• Robert Cohen (’09) has been named the winner of the inaugural Alfred P. Sloan 
Student Grand Jury Prize for a Science-Themed Screenplay for his script Bystander. 
Robert, an alumnus of the Department of Dramatic Writing, will receive a $30,000 cash 
prize, and an additional $20,000 will go directly to fund the film project and year-round 
mentorship from the Tribeca Film Institute.  

 
Kate Carter (CAS ’10) has been awarded a 2011 Gates Cambridge Scholarship for 
graduate study at the University of Cambridge, England. Funded by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the scholarships enable exemplary students from outside the United Kingdom 
to study at Cambridge. Kate is one of 30 scholars from the United States, chosen out of a field of 
800 applicants. A biological anthropology major at NYU, she plans to pursue a PhD in zoology. 
 
Steven Roberts, an undergraduate student in the Department of Applied Psychology at 
Steinhardt, was named a Scholar in the 2011 Society for Research in Child Development 
Frances Degen Horowitz Millennium Scholars Program. The program supports students from 
underrepresented ethnic/racial groups in pursuing graduate work in developmental science, 
offering mentorship from graduate students and senior scholars in the field as well as educational 
and professional development opportunities.  
 
GRANTS 
 
A multidisciplinary research team from the Furman Center for Real Estate and the Urban 
Policy and the Institute for Education and Social Policy (IESP) has been awarded an 
$800,000 grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. Using student 
data from four housing markets in the U.S. that have been marked by unusual housing 
instability—New York City, San Diego and Fresno counties in CA, and Pinellas County in FL—
researchers will study the effects of instability due to foreclosure on children’s educational 
outcomes.  The NYU research team includes primary investigator Vicki Been, Boxer Family 
Professor of Law (School of Law), and the following co-primary investigators: Ingrid Gould 
Ellen, professor of public policy and urban planning (Wagner); Amy Ellen Schwartz, 
professor of public policy, education, and economics (Wagner/Steinhardt); and Leanna 
Stiefel, professor of economics (Wagner/Steinhardt). 
 
Jennifer Hill and Marc Scott, both associate professors of applied statistics at Steinhardt, 
have been awarded a grant of $918,000 from the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute 
of Education Sciences in support of their project, “Sensitivity analysis: if we’re wrong, how 
far are we from being right?” Professors Hill and Scott propose to make certain statistical 
methods more accessible and user-friendly for education researchers, as well as create 
guidelines, software and new approaches for representing results. 

http://furmancenter.org/�
http://furmancenter.org/�
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/iesp/�
http://www.macfound.org/site/c.lkLXJ8MQKrH/b.3599935/k.1648/John_D__Catherine_T_MacArthur_Foundation.htm?sid=248104636�
https://its.law.nyu.edu/facultyprofiles/profile.cfm?section=bio&personID=19774�
http://wagner.nyu.edu/ellen�
http://wagner.nyu.edu/ellen�
http://wagner.nyu.edu/Schwartz�
http://wagner.nyu.edu/stiefel�
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GIFTS 
 
The Jhumki Basu Foundation has made a leadership gift toward the development of the 
NYU Steinhardt Center for Science Education, inspired by the vision of Jhumki Basu, 
assistant professor of science education who passed away in 2009.  Plans were announced at 
the Sci-Ed Innovators Expo & Symposium on February 7, where Jane Goodall, the renowned 
primatologist and conservationist, delivered a keynote address.  The event drew over 800 
attendees and began with a science fair featuring projects by students and teachers from over 30 
New York City public schools.  Once established, the NYU Steinhardt Center for Science 
Education will aim to break through core issues of access for science education and develop a 
master corps of highly trained teacher-scientists.  
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