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*Brian Baker serves as the president and general counsel of Ending 
Spending. Brian has been involved in politics for nearly twenty years 
and has advised numerous elected officials and candidates for federal 
and statewide office, including Senators Bob Dole and Richard Shelby. 
 
A Chicago native, Brian is a graduate of the College of William & Mary 
and the Northwestern University School of Law and served as a 
judicial law clerk to Judge Lawrence M. Baskir of the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims. Prior to joining Ending Spending, Brian practiced law 
at the national litigation firm Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP. 

 

*Joel Benenson, founder and CEO of Benenson Strategy Group, is 
the only Democratic pollster in history to have played a leading role in 
three winning presidential campaigns — making him the "go-to guy for 
any politico wanting to take the public's temperature," according to 
GQ.  Joel has been the chief pollster and a senior strategist for 
President Barack Obama since the beginning of his 2008 campaign, 
and worked on President Bill Clinton’s polling team during the 1996 
race.  Since founding the firm in 2000, Joel has served as a strategist 
and consultant to heads of state, domestic political leaders at all 
levels, Fortune 100 CEOs, and leaders of major advocacy and 
nonprofit institutions. His unique combination of communications 
expertise and astute analysis has led clients across sectors to win in 
the most challenging competitive situations. 

 

*Lynne P. Brown, Ph.D., is the Senior Vice President for University 
Relations and Public Affairs.  In that position, Dr. Brown is responsible 
for the University's interaction with government at all levels, outreach 
to the community, strategic communications, and university events. 
She oversees the offices of: Government and Community Affairs, Civic 
Engagement, University Events, Advertising and Publications, Web 
Communications, Media Production, and Public Affairs.  A political 
scientist by training, Dr. Brown received her B.A. from Smith College, 
where she was elected Phi Beta Kappa, and went on to receive her 
Ph.D. in political science from The Johns Hopkins University. At NYU, 
she taught a graduate seminar on the politics of higher education for 
twenty years.  Before coming to NYU, Dr. Brown worked on Capitol 
Hill for Congressman (and now NYU President Emeritus) John 
Brademas and Congressman Thomas S. Foley during their tenures as 
Majority Whips in the House of Representatives. 



 

*Jonathan Capehart is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and a 
member of The Washington Post editorial board.  He writes about 
politics and social issues for the PostPartisan blog and hosts the 
“Cape Up” podcast. He is also an MSNBC Contributor and has served 
as a substitute host on “The Brian Lehrer Show” and “The Leonard 
Lopate Show” on WNYC New York Public Radio. 
 
Capehart is a sought-after moderator and interviewer. His wide range 
of guests have included Attorney General Loretta Lynch, Democratic 
Party presidential nominee Hillary Clinton, Ford Foundation president 
Darren Walker, former attorney general Eric Holder, Independent 
presidential candidate Evan McMullin, jazz great Nancy Wilson and 
Academy Award-winning actor Christoph Walz. Capehart has 
moderated panels at the Aspen Ideas Festival, the Atlantic Dialogues 
conference and the Brussels Forum of the German Marshall Fund and 
the Atlantic’s Washington Ideas Forum and for the Connecticut Forum. 
 
In September 2014, the Advocate magazine ranked Capehart 9th out 
of 50 of the most influential LGBT people in media. In December 2014, 
Mediaite named him one of the “Top 9 Rising Stars of Cable News.” 
 
Capehart was deputy editorial page editor of the New York Daily News 
from 2002 to 2004, and served on that paper's editorial board from 
1993 to 2000. In 1999, his 16-month editorial campaign to save the 
famed Apollo Theatre in Harlem earned him and the board the Pulitzer 
Prize for Editorial Writing. Capehart left the Daily News in July 2000 to 
become the national affairs columnist at Bloomberg News, and took a 
leave from this position in February 2001 to serve as a policy adviser 
to Michael Bloomberg in his first successful campaign for New York 
City mayor. 

 

*Ron Christie is CEO of Christie Strategies LLC, a full-service 
communications and issues management firm in Washington, D.C. 
Christie is also the author of three books.  His most recent title, 
Blackwards: How Black Leadership is Returning America to the Days 
of Separate But Equal  was published in September 2012.  His two 
previous books were Acting White: The Birth and Death of a Racial 
Slur  (2010, St. Martin’s Press) and Black in the White House  (2006, 
Thomas Nelson/Nelson Current).   Christie served as a Resident 
Fellow at the John F. Kennedy School of Government Institute of 
Politics for the Fall 2011 term at Harvard University. Christie presently 
teaches as an Adjunct Professor at the McCourt Graduate School of 
Public Policy and the McDonough School of Business at Georgetown 
University. In August 2015 he was named to the Board of Advisors for 
the inaugural Georgetown University Institute of Politics and Public 
Service. 
  



From 2002 to 2004, he was special assistant to President George W. 
Bush. He began service at the White House in 2001 as deputy 
assistant to Vice President Cheney for domestic policy, advising the 
Vice President on policy initiatives in health care, budget, tax and 
other policy areas. 

 

*Rob Collins is a Republican strategist and partner at S-3 Group.  He 
was previously the Executive Director of the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee, a $125 million, 80-person organization 
responsible for electing Republicans into the U.S. Senate. During his 
tenure at the NRSC he helped reelect 12 incumbents and elect 12 new 
Republicans. These pickups were part of a historic 9-seat gain for the 
Republicans, the largest GOP gain in over 35 years.  Before taking 
over at the NRSC, Collins was a partner at Purple Strategies, a 
bipartisan consulting firm. He also ran the American Action Network, 
which raised over $30 million for advocacy in 5 Senate races and 35 
House districts.  In addition, he created the Hispanic Leadership 
Network co-chaired by Governor Jeb Bush and Secretary Carlos 
Gutierrez. Before starting the Network, Collins was Chief of Staff for 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor. Collins has been chosen by Roll Call 
Newspaper as a member of the ‘Fab 50’ four times, by Washington 
Magazine’s “Power 100’ twice and recently Fortune Magazine cited 
him as the ‘Top Strategist’ for Republicans in 2016. 

 

*A trusted advisor to America’s most powerful democratic leaders, 
Stephanie Cutter shares an insider’s perspective on today’s political 
headlines and the upcoming race for the White House. Called “one of 
the most prominent voices in the [Democratic] party, and one of its top 
strategists and crisis managers” by POLITICO , her political and 
communications experience spans two decades in both the public and 
private sectors. The New York Times  called her “the polished, 
sometimes scarily organized strategist who gets things done” who 
“has a long and favorable reputation with some of the most influential 
journalists and opinion makers in Washington.” GQ  named her one of 
the “50 Most Powerful People in Washington.” 
 
Cutter has been at the center of every major policy and political debate 
for the last 20 years. One of the country’s preeminent strategists, she 
is revered for her gritty perseverance and straightforward approach to 
analyzing the difficult issues and political headlines of the day. A 
frequent face on CNN, she is currently a political commentator on the 
network and a former Crossfire  co-host. From her unique vantage 
point, she offers an enlightening look at the current state of politics. 
 
From the halls of Congress to the campaign trail and from the West 
Wing to the C-Suite, Cutter is one of the foremost experts at weaving 
together political strategies to create a winning narrative. As the 



Atlantic  notes, “Cutter’s ability to drive home a message with force and 
clarity is prized.” She served as deputy campaign manager for 
President Obama’s successful 2012 re-election campaign, deploying 
ground-breaking techniques to reach the American people and steer 
the campaign to victory. 

 

*Linda Douglass is the global head of communications for Bloomberg 
News and Media, overseeing strategic communications for digital 
news and media, television, print, radio, events and business 
initiatives for Bloomberg Media worldwide. Prior to that, she was 
Senior Vice President for Global Communications at Atlantic Media, 
where she managed communications and messaging for all divisions 
of the company, including The Atlantic , National Journal Group, Quartz 
and Atlantic Media Strategies. She also served as the lead moderator 
for The Atlantic ’s “Women of Washington” series, where she did 
in-depth interviews with high-profile women leaders in government, 
media and business before live audiences in Washington D.C.  
 
Douglass joined Atlantic Media in 2010 after serving as Director of 
Communications for the White House Office of Health Reform, where 
she was President Obama’s primary spokesperson leading up to the 
passage of the Affordable Care Act in 2010. During the 2008 
campaign, she served as a senior advisor and traveling spokesperson 
for then-Senator Obama. 
 
Before working in government and politics, Douglass had a long 
career as a journalist.  She spent 9 years as the Chief Capitol Hill 
Correspondent for ABC News, and, in 2000, received the National 
Press Foundation's Everett Dirksen Award for excellence in covering 
Congress. Prior to joining ABC News, Douglass was a 
Washington-based correspondent for CBS News and was the lead 
reporter covering then-First Lady Hillary Clinton’s effort to pass health 
reform.  Before moving to Washington D.C. in 1993, Douglass worked 
in Los Angeles, where she was a correspondent for CBS News and 
served as the political editor for KNBC-TV. She covered 6 presidential 
campaigns. 
 
Douglass is married to John R. Phillips, an attorney, who is the United 
States Ambassador to Italy. They have a married daughter, Dr. Katie 
Byrd, and a grandchild, Cullen. 



 

*Dale Hemmerdinger oversees the properties and service 
subsidiaries of ATCO, as well as its parent company, The 
Hemmerdinger Corporation and The Hemmerdinger Foundation. 
Appointed by Governor Eliot Spitzer, he served as Chairman of New 
York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority and formerly served as 
Commissioner of the New York City Conciliation and Appeals Board 
during the Koch Administration. Mr. Hemmerdinger is active in many 
public and private organizations. Chairman - New York Police 
Foundation, President - Realty Foundation, Chairman Emeritus – 
Citizen’s Budget Commission, Trustee – Harlem Academy, Trustee – 
Naval War College Foundation, Trustee – Carnegie Hall. A graduate of 
Riverdale Country School, Mr. Hemmerdinger received his B.A, and 
studied for an M.A at New York University. 

 

*Elizabeth Hemmerdinger is Associate Producer of THE 
HOMESTRETCH  (Emmy Award, September 2016), and Producer of 
ELAINE STRITCH: SHOOT ME (premiere: Tribecca FF), named one 
of the five essential documentaries of 2013. 
e three tee 
GOOD SISTER, starring Jessica Hecht and Grant Shaud, a short film, 
written and produced by Hemmerdinger, opened the Soho 
International Film, an official selection of the Boston International, NY 
Filmmakers, Queens World Film Festival, and YoFiFest later this 
month.  
  
Hemmerdinger is the Executive Producer of THE REAL ROSIE THE 
RIVETER PROJECT, a collection of filmed oral histories of the women 
who worked the line  during World War II.  The collection is housed at 
NYU’s Tamiment Labor Archive at the Bobst Libraries.  
  
In connection with her World War II research, Hemmerdinger is 
Visiting Artist at the Brooklyn Navy Yard and has been a visiting 
scholar at the Naval War College, in Newport, Rhode Island.  She and 
collaborator Anne de Mare, presented BEYOND THESE WALLS, their 
film about the experiences of Baroness Mariuccia Zerilli-Marimò during 
World War II, at a symposium entitled Women and War  in a 
prestigious “La Pietra Dialogue,” at Villa La Pietra, the NYUcampus in 
Florence, Italy. 
  
Hemmerdinger, a Board member of PEN America and The Hunter 
College Foundation, began her career as a playwright; won the Tisch 
School of the Arts MFA Goldberg Prize for We Can Do It!.   Published 
plays include: Squall , Road Rage , and , Pissed  Sister  (Playscripts, 
Inc.).  
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http://www.kartemquin.com/films/the-homestretch
http://www.kartemquin.com/films/the-homestretch
https://vimeo.com/51781340
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*Kevin Madden is a nationally recognized communications strategist, 
having served as a senior counselor to some of the nation’s top 
leaders in both the public and private sectors over the last 15 years. 
  
Kevin has designed and managed some of the most high profile 
communications campaigns in the country, ranging from presidential 
cabinet level departments to public advocacy and issue campaigns for 
business coalitions, non-profit organizations and Fortune 500 
companies. 
  
Kevin’s work on presidential campaigns and in congressional 
leadership has also earned him a reputation as a highly effective and 
sought after crisis communications manager. 
  
His background includes serving as a senior advisor to and 
spokesman for Governor Mitt Romney’s 2012 and 2008 presidential 
campaigns. Prior to joining Governor Romney’s campaign, Mr. 
Madden served as Press Secretary to former House Majority Leader 
and House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH), as well as former House 
Majority Leader Tom DeLay (R-TX).  Before his work as a top 
leadership aide on Capitol Hill, Mr. Madden served as the Department 
of Justice’s national spokesman on issues ranging from national 
security to litigation before the federal courts.  
  
During the 2004 presidential campaign, Mr. Madden was a member of 
the communications team directing President George W. Bush’s 
re-election effort, serving as the president’s campaign spokesman for 
regional, national and international news organizations. 
  
Kevin is a graduate of the State University of New York at Cortland. 
He serves on the advisory board of Georgetown University’s Institute 
for Politics and Public Service and on the Board of Directors for the 
Bipartisan Policy Center Advocacy Network. 

 

*Jonathan Martin is the national political correspondent for The New 
York Times  and a political analyst for CNN, where he appears 
regularly on Inside Politics.  Prior to joining The New York Times  in 
2013, he served as senior political writer and White House 
correspondent for Politico . 
 
Martin also covered the 2008 and 2012 presidential campaigns from 
the inside, reporting on the candidates and their strategy with sharp 
insight based on his extensive contacts with the country’s leading 
Democrats and Republicans. He was Politico’s  senior reporter in 2012, 
winning praise for breaking news, and his ahead-of-the-curve reporting 
and analysis on Mitt Romney and President Barack Obama. 
As one the first hires at Politico , he spent two years on the campaign 



trail writing about the historic 2008 race. After President Obama’s 
election in 2008, Martin traveled as a White House correspondent 
across the country and overseas, covering the new Obama 
Administration and an array of events including the G20 summit in 
London and a NATO summit in Strasbourg. 
 
He began his journalism career at National Journal’s  political 
publication, The Hotline , and then reported on party politics and the 
aftermath of the 2006 midterm elections for National Review 
magazine. 

 

*Betsy Fischer Martin is an Emmy-winning journalist and TV news 
executive.  Currently she is an Executive in Residence at American 
University's School of Public Affairs and the co-host of Bloomberg 
Politics' Masters in Politics  Podcast.  She also founded her own 
consulting business, Fischer Martin Media, where she specializes in 
providing media training to corporate executives. 
  
During her earlier career in television news, she was the Managing 
Editor of NBC News Political Programming, where she was 
responsible for the development and execution of network political 
coverage. 
  
Before being promoted to the executive role at NBC News in 2013, 
Fischer Martin was the executive producer of the top-rated Sunday 
morning public affairs program, Meet the Press , for 11 years.  Overall, 
her tenure with the program extended over 22 years, beginning as an 
internship during her senior year of college. 
  
She serves on the Board of Directors of Washington’s International 
Women’s Forum  and the National Press Club’s Journalism Institute . 
She is a life member of the Council on Foreign Relations  and a 
member of the Young Global Leaders of the World Economic Forum . 

 

*Catherine “Kiki” McLean is a leading public affairs and political 
strategist. She is the director of the Walton Family Political and 
Communications Office. Previously, she served as counsel for the 
Washington, D.C., office of Porter Novelli and the agency’s global 
public affairs efforts. She assumed this role after four years leading the 
Washington, D.C., and global public affairs practices and serving as a 
member of Porter Novelli’s Executive Committee. 
 
In her work, Kiki’s expertise is in strategic communications and public 
affairs. A veteran of six presidential campaigns, including the historic 



1992 Clinton-Gore campaign, Kiki has more than 25 years of 
experience leading strategic communications initiatives. She served as 
senior advisor to the Hillary Clinton for President Campaign in 2008, 
and has served as spokesperson and led communications for Vice 
President Al Gore, Senator Joe Lieberman, the Democratic National 
Committee and others. 
 
Kiki McLean is a native of San Antonio, Texas, and received her 
Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree in Communications from Austin 
College in Sherman, Texas. She serves on several not-for-profit and 
corporate boards of directors. 

 

*Steve McMahon is an attorney and co-founder of Purple Strategies, 
LLC, whose clients have include companies global, iconic brands like 
Coca-Cola, BP and McDonald's.  He’s advised Senators, Governors, 
CEOs and presidential candidates on political and communications 
strategies for over thirty years. 
  
McMahon began his professional career working on the Senate and 
political staff of Senator Edward M.Kennedy, where he served as 
Assistant Press Secretary and later, as Deputy Director of Kennedy's 
PAC, the Fund for a Democratic Majority. 
  
McMahon began working as a political strategist and media consultant 
in 1987, and has worked on dozens of Senate, Gubernatorial and 
Mayoral campaigns across the country.  McMahon worked in the U.S. 
presidential campaigns of Senator Edward M. Kennedy, House 
Minority Leader Richard Gephardt, served as senior political strategist 
and media consultant for Howard Dean's presidential campaign, and 
produced the advertising in support of then Senator Barack Obama for 
the Democratic National Committee in the 2008 presidential campaign. 
He has also produced issue advertising for the Democratic National 
Committee (DNC) the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee 
(DSCC), the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
(DCCC). 
  
On the international front, McMahon and his partners have worked as 
strategic advisors or campaign consultants on three successful 
presidential campaigns-in Venezuela for Carlos Andres Peres; in 
Nicaragua for Violetto Chamarro; and in Greece for Andreas 
Papandreaou. 
  
For the past decade, McMahon’s principal focus has been on 
providing comprehensive reputation, brand image, crisis, and issue 
advocacy campaigns to companies and industries operating in 
challenging environments.  He and his colleagues have also handled 
numerous and initiative and referenda campaigns on a wide range of 



subjects, and helped develop litigation communication strategies for 
companies engaged in significant class action and 
government-initiated litigation.  
  
Steve McMahon appears often as a political commentator on MSNBC 
and other political programming on CNN, CNBC and FOX News, and 
appears regularly on Hardball with Chris Matthews.  During the past 
three campaign seasons, McMahon was also a frequent commentator 
on the NBC Nightly News, CBS Evening News and The Today Show.  

 


