
MEMORANDUM to the UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 

FROM:  Professor Norman Dorsen 

Stokes Professor of Law and Counselor to the President 

Chair. Middle States Self-Study Steering Committee 

 Since the fall of 2011 a large and diverse group of faculty, administrators and students, 
appointed by President Sexton, have been working on a self-study of New York University’s 
multi-school, interdisciplinary programs as part of the re-accreditation process that every 
American university and college must undergo every ten years. The self-study will be submitted 
in February 2014 to the Middle States Commission on Higher Education, our regional 
accrediting agency. 

Smaller universities and colleges produce a self-study of the entire institution, but larger ones 
such as NYU choose a “selected topic” to review. In 2002-2004, our most recent re-
accreditation, we studied undergraduate education.  

As chair of the current re-accreditation effort, I write now to invite you to comment on a draft 
of the self-study that has been posted on NYU’s website and can be reached through the link 
http://www.nyu.edu/academics/academic-resources/accreditation/2014-msche-self-study-
draft.html We welcome your criticism, corrections and suggestions. 

As you will see, the self-study focuses on four main areas: cities and the urban environment, 
data science, humanities, and the arts, and public health. We also consider data obtained from 
the Media and Games Network (MAGNet), the Center for Genomics and Systems Biology, and 
the Center for Neural Science and the Neuroscience Institute. The introduction to the self-study 
discusses the process that was followed. 

 As you will notice as from the draft, since the report will be submitted in February, some 
statements, such as references to NYU-Poly as a school of NYU, are written to reflect the 
situation after that date. In addition, we are aware that other updating will be needed before 
the submission of the self-study. 

This is not the occasion to acknowledge everyone who contributed to the draft that is being 
posted. But I do want to thank the following, who chaired working groups or made comparable 
contributions: Russ Hamberger, Indrid Gould Ellen, Tony Jiga, Yann LeCun, Roy Lowrance, 
Cybele Raver, Marcia Thomas, and Jane Tylus. 

Please send your comments on the draft by October 3rd using the Google form found in the 
self-study link cited above. 

http://www.nyu.edu/academics/academic-resources/accreditation/2014-msche-self-study-draft.html
http://www.nyu.edu/academics/academic-resources/accreditation/2014-msche-self-study-draft.html


Thank you very much. 

 

Norman 
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