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NYU Accelerate: Alternative Pathways to 128 Credits
We are pleased to report that we have clarified the process for NYU students to graduate 

in fewer than four years. During the fall 2016 semester, deans consulted with their faculty to 

discuss pathways to acceleration and have reported back to us in the following areas:

 • As of January 2017, every undergraduate NYU school has designated acceleration 

advisors. Advisors are prepared to discuss AP and IB credits, transfer credits (including 

non-residential transfer credits), and course sequencing.

 • Schools and departments are creating more opportunities for students to take 2 credit 

courses beyond those already in place. At the College of Arts and Science, four departments 

launched new 2 credit courses this year, with a combined enrollment of over 200 students, 

and several others are considering 2 credit options for next year, both here in NY and at 

our study away sites.

 • Advisors and most undergraduate students now have access to the Academic Planner 

tool in Albert. This new tool helps students track and map their progress toward fulfilling 

degree requirements, making it easier to plan for and pursue acceleration options with their 

advisors. Academic Planner also displays a notice to students when their plan exceeds 8 

semesters, and allows advisors to provide both approval and guidance.

Acceleration at the Graduate Level
We are also improving the visibility of existing opportunities to pursue shorter degrees:

 • Most NYU schools offer combined undergraduate/graduate degree options that reduce 

the cost of a master’s degree and, in most cases, the time spent in graduate school. So, for 

example, a student can earn a BA/MPA, a BA/MPH, or a BFA/MA in five years instead of the 

six it would normally take and thus save a year’s worth of tuition — tens of thousands of dollars.

 • At the graduate level, Wagner and Stern have developed new one year master’s degrees.

 • The Academics section of the NYU web site will provide links to individual schools for 

specifics on these accelerated options at the graduate level.

A New Framework
As our work has progressed, we have come to see 
very clearly the connection between affordability 
and access of course — the need to make sure we 
are making it possible for the widest spectrum 
of students to enter NYU — but also between 
affordability and employability — the need to make 
sure our students feel well prepared for their next 
step, whether that is work or graduate school. 
The ultimate goal is an NYU that produces value, 
however each student defines that.
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New Opportunities for Community College Transfers
With the support of a $2 million grant, NYU Gallatin is developing a new articulation agreement 

with the Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC), similar to one that is already in 

place between BMCC and CAS for STEM students. Admitted BMCC students will begin taking 

one course at Gallatin in the fall of 2017 as sophomores and will transfer to Gallatin as juniors 

in the fall of 2018.

The Work Continues
The Steering Committee and Working Group are pleased to provide updates on some of the 

initiatives and actions we announced last October:

Textbooks
Number of books required by faculty from the NYU Bookstore decreased by 
1,000 — from 6,000 books required in spring 2016 to 5,000 titles in spring 2017.

Meal Plan Requirements
We will change the default meal plan for incoming students from the 300 
meal/semester plan to the 225 meal/semester flex plan.

Campus Shuttles Between  
Brooklyn and Manhattan

Public Safety informs us that ridership increased by 400% — from 4,500 rides in 
fall of 2015 to 18,000 rides in fall of 2016. Assuming a one way subway ride, this 
saved students $37,125 collectively.

Momentum Campaign
As of February 1, 2017, $680,338,324 has been raised for the Momentum 
scholarship campaign — a total of $34,642,492 in FY17.

Scholarships for U.S. Vets
NYU Stern announced a $15 million endowment to fund the Fertitta MBA 
Veterans Program.

More On-Campus Jobs for  
Students

3,400 students have signed up to take part in WayUp. We are working across 
the University to reduce our reliance on temps and to create more on-campus 
jobs for students.

Crowdfunding Platform
Rising Violets, NYU’s first crowdfunding platform, launched in October 2016 
with eight campaigns. The goal was to engage 200 donors; we surpassed that 
goal with a total of 298 unique donors — 45% of whom were first-time donors.

Free Access to Scholly

Nearly 4,000 people have used NYU’s free access to Scholly — a gateway 
to private, external scholarships — as of February 2, 2017. Thus far, 1,217 
scholarships totaling over $4,171,250 in potential awards have been applied for 
or are in the process of being applied for. We have two reported wins.

Raise.Me “Micro-Scholarships”

The University is working with 10 tri-state area high schools that serve students 
from low-income areas. Seven of our 10 pilot high schools currently have 
students following NYU on Rasie.Me (a total of 157 students), 44 of whom are 
current seniors.

Making Better Financial Choices

iGrad will launch by end of February, and will provide financial education to all 
NYU students, alumni, and families. NYU faculty and staff will have access to 
resources available to students, as well as tools that will inform decisions about 
retirement, investment strategies, and whether to own or rent a home.

 

Access complete updates at nyu.edu/affordability.


