Constitution for the New York University Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration

I.   Name and Purpose

Section 1.  The name of this Chapter shall be the New York University Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration, hereafter referred to as the Chapter, and also known as ASPA @ Wagner.

Section 2.  This Chapter is organized for the professional and educational purposes of: exclusively charitable and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now in effect or as may hereafter be amended ("Code").  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, such purposes include the following:

(a) Advancing the science, processes, and art of public administration.

(b) Advancing the equality of opportunity of all persons through public administration.

(c) Advancing relations between professionals and students interested in public administration.

In furtherance of its exclusively charitable and educational purposes, the Chapter shall have all general powers of an unincorporated association under the law of the state of New York as now in effect or as may hereafter be amended, together with the power to accept grants and contributions for such purposes.

Section 3.  The Chapter shall serve NYU Wagner Graduate School of Public Service.

Section 4.  The mission of the Chapter shall be as follows:

The New York University Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service Chapter of the American Society for Public Administrators is a professional organization that seeks to advance excellence in public service by:

· Fostering, encouraging and supporting advances in knowledge and research in public service and public administration

· Offering networking opportunities for students, alumni, faculty and administrators

· Providing quality programs and services that enhance members’ professional growth

II. Membership

Section 1.  Chapter membership shall be limited to persons holding membership in the American Society for Public Administration, and include Wagner students, faculty, administrators and alumni.
Section 2.  Chapter members shall have the right to vote for Chapter officers and Board and to participate in all Chapter activities.

III. Officers

Section 1.  The officers of this Chapter shall be a President, Vice President of External Affairs, Vice President of Internal Affairs, a Secretary and a Treasurer.  Their duties are as follows:

(a) President – Lead meetings, prepare meeting agendas, represent Wagner ASPA at events, liaise with New York Metro Chapter President to collaborate on events, appoint committees, assist other officers where needed

(b) Vice President of External Affairs – Liaise with New York Metro Chapter, design and maintain Chapter website, provide publicity and public relations

(c) Vice President of Internal Affairs – Liaise with faculty and administrators, liaise with OSA, provide publicity and public relations

(d) Secretary – Record meeting minutes, compile and maintain chapter documents, develop and maintain membership database, maintain Chapter calendar, manage correspondence (i.e. emails), post announcements on the listserve, oversee website maintenance

(e) Treasurer – Manage chapter finances, organize fundraising initiatives and programs, prepare annual report for National ASPA organization, liaise with New York Metro Treasurer

In addition, all officers are responsible for recruiting new members and participating in event planning, promotion and execution.

Section 2.  The governing body of the Chapter shall be the Executive Board (herein “Board"), which shall consist of the Chapter officers.  The Board shall supervise and control the affairs of the Chapter and its actions shall follow the general policies of the Society.  The President shall serve as presiding officer of the Board.

Section 3.  All Board members shall be elected by the general members in good standing.

Section 4.  The President shall make interim appointments to fill any vacancies on the Board.  Any vacancy in the office of President or Vice-President at large shall be filled by an interim appointment of the Board from among its own membership.  All interim appointees shall serve until the next regular election.

Section 5.  The quorum of the Board shall consist of 4 members including the President or a Vice President. 

Section 6.  All persons composing the governing body comprising the Board shall be members of the American Society for Public Administration or shall become members within thirty days after election or appointment and shall be Chapter members in good standing.

Section 7.  In addition to their position in ASPA @ Wagner, Board members may not hold more than one position in other NYU student organizations.

Section 8.  A member of the Board can be removed from their position for misconduct in office, gross incompetence, or violations of University regulations. Impeachment proceedings may be initiated by a member of the Board in writing at least 4 four weeks before the executive board examines the matter and presents it at an all student meeting. The executive board shall carefully examine all available facts and information, and render decisions on such matters. A two-thirds vote of the Board (excluding the officer up for impeachment) is necessary to remove an officer.

IV. Nominations and Elections

Section 1.  The President, Vice Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer shall meet elected at the Chapter’s organizational meeting for a term of office ending April 30.

Section 2.  Nominations for the Board shall be made at a general membership meeting held between April 1 and April 15.

Section 3.  A majority of the Chapter members voting shall decide all elections.  In case of ties, members of the existing Board who are not running for the position shall determine the outcome.

Section 4.  All dues-paying members of ASPA @ Wagner shall be eligible to vote, provided that they have attended one ASPA event or meeting prior to April.

V. Meetings

Section 1.  This Chapter shall hold at least six program activities during the designated Chapter year.

Section 2.  Meetings of the Chapter shall be held at times and places designated by the President or by the Board.

Section 3.  Chapter members shall be given at least seven days notice in writing of the time, place, and the scheduled business to be considered at all regular meetings.

VI. Committees

Section 1.  The Board may establish committees for various purposes.  Committee chairs and members shall be appointed by the President.  All such committees shall terminate at the April meeting upon the election of new officers and Board.
VII. Sections

Section 1.  The Board may establish Chapter Sections in conjunction with ASPA sections of the American Society for Public Administration or, whenever 10 Chapter members so request, the Board may establish Chapter Sections of special interest to the membership.  The members of said sections shall elect a Chairperson, with approval of the Board.

VIII. Fees

Section 1.  That portion of the national membership dues designated for rebate to the Chapter shall constitute the fee for Chapter membership. 

IX. Amendments

Section 1.  Amendments to this Constitution may be made in the following manner:

(a) Amendments may be proposed by the Board, such proposed amendments to be submitted to the membership in accordance with article V, Section 3, of this Constitution, and such proposed amendments may be adopted by a two‑thirds vote of regular members present and voting at a regularly called meeting; or 

(b) Amendments may be proposed by a two‑thirds vote of regular members present and voting at a regular meeting. 

Such proposed amendments are to be submitted to the membership in accordance with Article V, Section 3, of this Constitution, and such proposed amendments may be adopted by a two‑thirds vote of regular members present and voting at the next succeeding regularly called meeting.

Section 2.  Consistent with inclusion of this Chapter in the group federal income tax exemption ruling of the American Society for Public Administration (identified by the Internal

Revenue Service as Group Exemption Number 3155), all amendments to the Chapter Constitution which may be made from time to time shall be submitted to the American Society for Public Administration for its approval.

X. Ratification

This Constitution shall be considered ratified upon approval of the American Society for Public Administration and upon favorable vote of the organization meeting of this Chapter.  

XI. Miscellaneous Provisions

Section 1.  No part of the net earnings of the Chapter shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to any director or officer of the Chapter, or any other private person, except that 

the Chapter shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered to or for the Chapter and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth hereinabove.

Section 2.  No substantial part of the activities of the Chapter shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation (except as otherwise permitted by

Section 501(h) of the Code, and the Chapter shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements concerning) any political campaign on behalf of or in

opposition to any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the Chapter shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on 

(a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, or 

(b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the Code.

Section 3.  In the event of dissolution or final liquidation of the Chapter, after paying or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities and obligations of the Chapter and for

necessary expenses thereof, all of the remaining assets and property of the Chapter shall be distributed to the American Society for Public Administration provided it remains organized and operated exclusively for charitable or educational purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, and if not, to an organization

which does so qualify.  In no event shall any of such assets or property be distributed to any director or officer or to any private individual.

Section 4.  The fiscal year of the Chapter shall end in the month of April.  
Adopted by the organization meeting of the NYU Wagner Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration.
