METHODS FOR THE ANALYSIS OF CHANGE

G89.2247: Advanced Seminar in Analysis of Change

Spring 2001, New York University

Exercise 6

Due March 28,  2001

On the web there is an spss data set (G2247ex6.sav) with information about emotional support received from bar exam subjects (Group=0) and comparison subjects (Group=1).  The file has two measures of support received in week 1 and two other measures of support received in week 4. The variables are called w1a, w1b, w4a, and w4b.

a.)  Using SPSS regression, compute the regressed change analysis using version a of the variables.  Specifically, regress w4a on group and w1a and evaluate the evidence that there is a group effect at week 4 after adjusting for week 1.

b.)  Using a structural equation program, repeat the analysis using latent variables for support at week 1 and at week 4.  There are two indicators of each of these variables.  Is there evidence that this model fit the data?  Compare the results of the two analyses.  Is there any evidence that bar exam students receive increasingly more emotional support as the exam draws near?
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