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Thomas Mann, Confessions of Felix Krull, Confidence Man
Book 1: Apprentice

1. Krull’s “somewhat dissolute family”

2. Felix: Sunday child; love of sleep; games of make-believe (imagination)

3. the Krulls’ lack of respectability; parties; violin performance at the resort (fraud)

4. modeling for Schimmelpreester (simulation)

5. the artist: Müller-Rosé

6. the deceptive little game of playing “school sick” (simulation)

7. theft of the chocolate: a fairy-tale world (fraud)

8. Krull sleeps with Genovefa (dream)

9. Olympia’s botched betrothal; the father’s bankruptcy and suicide

Book 2: Journeyman

1. Krull rejects the plot-orientedness and crass productions of novelists and embraces the essayistic form

2. funeral arrangements with Father Chateau; essay on the aestheticism of the Catholic Church; Krull’s appearance: the self-made man

3. family council: Schimmelpreester’s plan of Krull’s career as a hotel waiter in Paris; the family relocates to Frankfurt

4. Mother Krull establishes the Pension Loreley; essay on education through idleness; Krull observes the beautiful world of the city: window-shopping, two young people on a hotel balcony; essay on observation and contemplation

5. at the Conscription Office: Krull fakes an epileptic fit; essay on living like a soldier, but not as a soldier

6. on the town in Frankfurt; remarks on conventional erotic morality; Rosza’s naughty school of love; Krull as pimp

7. trip to Paris by railroad; on being an aristocrat by nature and the artificiality of human roles; theft of the jewel case at the border station (Mme Houpflé); arrival at the Hotel; Stanko

8. the deal with Stanko; job interview with the Rhinoceros, Herr Stürzli: Krull’s many languages; remarks on the universality of his endowments and on people’s national character; his new name and position as Armand the liftboy; encounter with the victim of his theft (Mme Houpflé); Krull sells the stolen jewels to Master Jean-Pierre; diversions of Paris

9. life of an elevator boy; night-time rendezvous with Mme Houpflé; Felix-Armand as Hermes; Krull’s confession

Book 3: Master

1. at the Stoudebecker Circus: Andromache; Krull’s enjoyment contrasts with Stanko’s

2. promoted to waiter; Eleanor Twentyman’s infatuation; Nectan Lord Strathbogie’s egotistic offer

3. Krull’s ambivalent attitude toward society and the world; le marquis de Venosta, a painter, and his girlfriend Zaza; Krull takes a room of his own; his dual existence: masquerade

4. encounter with the Marquis at a restaurant; they decide to swap roles

5. last preparation before the journey; on the train from Paris to Lisbon: Professor Kuckuck on evolution and time; universal sympathy

6. uneasy dreams; arrival in Lisbon: Hotel Savoy Palace; sightseeing; chance encounter with Mme Kuckuck, Zouzou, and Dom Miguel Hurtado

7. tour of the Museum of Natural Sciences: the white stag; Krull plagiarizes Prof. Kuckuck; dinosaurs; on Nature’s impartiality; Man; the Neanderthals; cave paintings: temple and priest

8. at the Villa Kuckuck; Krull’s marriage plans; on love potions

9. Krull’s fake letter to the Marquis’s parents: bachelor party at the Luxembourg Embassy; audience with King Dom Carlos; on political unrest and the naturalness of the social order; Krull fakes tennis skills; reply letter from the Marquis’s mother

10. outings with the Kuckuck; Zouzou on love vs. Krull’s poetry of love

11. a bullfight; clandestine meeting with Zouzou, followed by a swooning Mme Kuckuck

