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Con Man and Trickster in Film

This list is incomplete and it contains a few movies about impostors rather than con men as such (e.g. Blue Streak or Mumford). Please let me know if other movies come to mind.

36 Hours (James Garner, dir. George Seaton 1964)

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes: The Red-Headed League (Jeremy Brett, dir. David Carson/Alan Grint 1985)

Bedtime Story (Marlon Brando, David Niven, Shirley Jones, dir. Ralph Levy 1963)

Blue Streak (Martin Lawrence, dir. Les Mayfield 1999)

Catch Me If You Can (Leonardo DiCaprio, Tom Hanks, dir. Steven Spielberg 2002)

The Color of Money (Paul Newman, Tom Cruise, dir. Martin Scorsese 1986)

Deadfall (dir. Christopher Coppola 1993)

Diggstown (James Woods, Louis Gossett, Jr., dir. Michael Ritchie 1992)

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Steve Martin, Michael Caine, dir. Frank Oz 1988)

Double Indemnity (Fred MacMurray, Barbara Stanwyck, dir. Billy Wilder 1944)

Double Take (Orlando Jones, Eddie Griffin, dir. George Gallo 2001)

Elmer Gantry (Burt Lancaster, Jean Simmons, dir. Richard Brooks 1960)

Face/Off (John Travolta, Nicolas Cage, dir. John Woo 1997)

Five Fingers (James Mason, dir. Joseph Mankewicz 1952)

Five Graves to Cairo (Anne Baxter, dir. Billy Wilder 1943)

The Flim Flam Man (George C. Scott, dir. Irvin Kershner 1967)

Free Show Tonight (documentary; Steve Zeitlin/Paul Wagner 1984)

The Great Impostor (Tony Curtis, dir. Robert Mulligan 1961)

The Grifters (Anjelica Huston, John Cusack, dir. Stephen Frears 1990)

Guilty as Sin (Rebecca de Mornay, Don Johnson, dir. Sidney Lumet 1993)

Harold of Orange (Charlie Hill, dir. Richard Wise 1984)

Heartbreakers (Peter Coyote, Nick Mancuso, dir. Bobby Roth 1985)

House of Games (Lindsay Crouse, Joe Mantegna, dir. David Mamet 1987)

The Hustler (Paul Newman, Jackie Gleason, dir. Robert Rossen 1961)

I’m No Angel (Mae West, Cary Grant, dir. Wesley Ruggles 1933)

The Lady Eve (Barbara Stanwyck, Henry Fonda, dir. Preston Sturges 1941)

Lady for a Day (Warren William, May Robson, dir. Frank Capra 1933)

Larceny for Lovers (Pierce Brosnan, dir. George Armitage 2002)

The Last Seduction (Linda Fiorentino, Peter Berg, dir. John Dahl 1994)

The Last Seduction 2 (Joan Severance, dir. Terry Marcel 1999)

Leap of Faith (Steve Martin, Debra Winger, dir. Richard Pearce 1992)

Let’s Do It Again (sequel to Uptown Saturday Night; Sidney Poitier, Bill Cosby, dir. Sidney Poitier 1975)

The Major and the Minor (Ginger Rogers, Ray Milland, dir. Billy Wilder 1942)

Marjoe (documentary; Marjoe Gortner, dir. Sarah Kernochan/Howard Smith 1972)

Maverick: Shady Deal at Sunny Acres (TV series; James Garner, dir. Leslie Martinson/Howard Koch 1957)

Maverick (Mel Gibson, Jodie Foster, dir. Richard Donner 1994)

Midnight Cowboy (Dustin Hoffman, Jon Voight, dir. John Schlesinger 1969)

The Music Man (Robert Preston, Shirley Jones, dir. Morton DaCosta 1962)

Mumford (Loren Dean, Hope Davis, dir. Lawrence Kasdan 1999)

My Little Chickadee (Mae West, WC Fields, dir. Edward Cline 1940)

Never Give a Sucker an Even Break (WC Fields, dir. Edward Cline 1941)

The Night of the Hunter (Robert Mitchum, Shelley Winters, dir. Charles Laughton 1955)

The Old Fashioned Way (WC Fields, dir. Edward Cline 1934)

Opportunity Knocks (Dana Carvey, Robert Loggia, dir. Donald Petrie 1990)

Paper Moon (Ryan O’Neal, Tatum O’Neal, dir. Peter Bogdanovich 1973)

Pocketful of Miracles (remake of Lady for a Day, Glenn Ford, Bette Davis, dir. Frank Capra 1961)

Poppy (WC Fields, Rochelle Hudson, dir. Edward Sutherland 1936)

Pygmalion (Leslie Howard, Wendy Hiller, dir. Anthony Asquith/Leslie Howard 1939)

The Rainmaker (Burt Lancaster, Katharine Hepburn, dir. Joseph Antony 1956)

The Return of Martin Guerre (Gérard Depardieu, Nathalie Baye, dir. Daniel Vigne 1982)

Rounders (Matt Damon, Edward Norton, dir. John Dahl 1998)

Singin’ in the Rain (Gene Kelly, Donald O’Connor, Debbie Reynolds, dir. Stanley Donen/Gene Kelley 1952)

Six Degrees of Separation (Will Smith, Donald Sutherland, Stockard Channing, dir. Fred Schepisi 1993)

Some Like It Hot (Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis, dir. Billy Wilder 1959)

The Spanish Prisoner (Ben Gazzara, Steve Martin, dir. David Mamet 1997)

The Sting (Robert Redford, Paul Newman, dir. George Roy Hill 1973)

The Sting 2 (Jackie Gleason, dir. Jeremy Paul Kagan 1983)

The Swindle (Rien ne va plus; Isabelle Huppert, Michel Serrault, dir. Claude Chabrol 1997)

Tootsie (Dustin Hoffman, dir. Sydney Pollack 1982)

Traveller (Bill Paxton, Mark Wahlberg, dir. Jack Green 1997)

Uptown Saturday Night (Sidney Poitier, Bill Cosby, dir. Sidney Poitier 1974)

The Usual Suspects (Gabriel Byrne, Kevin Spacey, dir. Bryan Singer 1995)

The Wizard of Oz (Judy Garland, Frank Morgan, dir. Victor Fleming/Richard Thorpe 1939)

You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man (WC Fields, Edgar Bergen, dir. George Marshall/Edward Cline 1939)

 

Cartoons:

Wile E. Coyote (dir. Chuck Jones 1949ff.)

The Road to El Dorado (Kevin Kline, Kenneth Branagh, dir. Bibo Bergeron/Jeffrey Katzenberg 2000)

