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Exam “Philosophy”

What have we done?

Covered Python, and Ada

A little about Scheme

Goal: understand the principles of 
programming language design 
through discussion and practice
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What to Expect 1?
You will remember how you did your 
assignments, so the exam might specify 
variants of parts of the assignments and 
expect you to know how to construct them.

Ex: a different grammar and how you’d 
program in Ada.

Ex: how to construct and traverse a list in  in 
Ada, Python, or Scheme.

What to Expect 2?
A sophisticated understanding of Python, and 
Ada, and a cursory understanding of Scheme.

Ex: example like the ones presented about 
various language features in the class notes 
and textbook.

Ex: how to pass parameters to subprograms in 
Ada or Python.

Ex: use of recursion in Scheme.
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What to Expect 3?

An understanding of general principles as 
discussed in lectures and expanded on in 
reading:

Ex: parameter passing semantics.

What to Expect 4?

A reading understanding of Ada, Python, and 
Scheme

Ex: what does the following program do?
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Recommended Strategy
Review lecture notes.

Review assignments (make sure you 
remember what you did and why).

Look at reading, emphasizing those portions 
that touch on assignments or lectures.  (you 
will only be tested on topics discussed in class 
and/or covered in the notes and corresponding 
textbook chapters.)

Remember: the exam is open book (meaning 
the textbook for the course) / open notes (no 
computers, no electronic devices, no Internet)

Please don’t...
Ask: “is X going to be on the test?” for any X.

The exam is an effort to make sure you 
understood the principles emphasized so far in 
the course, especially the ones around the 
assignments.

There are no fences about what will be asked 
on the midterm exam, but the guidance set 
forth here will be observed.


