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an iron gavel

with a colonial agenda
smashes my fingers
canes my legs

and makes me stand
in the corner

wearing the dunce cap

it keeps insisting

my people and i

are inconsequential
we should be grateful
for being enslaving

its lessons

privilege

snow in the tropics
mozart over marley
and offers cucumber
sandwiches

as bribe

to discard patty

Opal Palmer Adisa

MY SCHOOL'’S VOICE



Calabash

A JOURNAL OF CARIBBEAN ARTS AND LETTERS

Volume 4, Number 2 / Spring-Summer 2007

Information about this work:

MY SCHOOL’S VOICE

By: Opal Palmer Adisa

Start Page: 26

URL: http://www.nyu.edu/calabash/vol4no2/0402026.pdf

Calabash: A Journal of Caribbean Arts and Letters is an international literary journal
dedicated to publishing works encompassing, but not limited to, the Anglophone,
Francophone, Hispanophone and Dutch-speaking Caribbean. The Journal is especially
dedicated to presenting the arts and letters of those communities that have long been
under-represented within the creative discourse of the region, among them: Aruba and the
Netherlands Antilles, Maroon societies, and the Asian and Amerindian societies of the
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