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If the poem could open itself out and be wide 
as this beach of black sand, could absorb 
like black sand the sun’s heat, and respond 
to bright sunlight with refractions of tone, 
nuances that glamour would miss, if this 
could happen, if the poem could yield 
like black sand, if you looked patiently, 
polished stones that fit in the palm 
of a woman’s hand, could be cool as the sand 
where the waves splash gleefully over her feet, 
if the poem could be open like this beach to the breeze, 
like these trees that have known great winds, 
if the poem could be wide and open, like a love 
that is larger than desire, larger than fear, 
if the poem could be patient and wide as this evening, 
this beach of black sand expecting the night 
without fear, the moon lifting over the sea, 
the largo of sunset spreading over the city 
as the jagged, wounding edges of our unworthiness 
are worn down by forgiveness, wave after untiring wave… 
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Calabash: A Journal of Caribbean Arts and Letters is an international literary journal 
dedicated to publishing works encompassing, but not limited to, the Anglophone, 
Francophone, Hispanophone and Dutch-speaking Caribbean. The Journal is especially 
dedicated to presenting the arts and letters of those communities that have long been 
under-represented within the creative discourse of the region, among them: Aruba and the 
Netherlands Antilles, Maroon societies, and the Asian and Amerindian societies of the 
region. Calabash has a strong visual arts component.   
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