
eloved mass murderer:
We would like to
think this epithet
names something too
paradoxical to exist.

But there have always been hard
men who thrive on violence and
do the dirty work of the nation-state
or the revolution, just as there have
always been people willing to deny
or minimize their crimes, to glori-
fy their strength, and to honor them
in death. Stalin and Mao are perhaps
the most infamous on a long list.

Zeljko Raznatovic, better
known as “Arkan,” is the most re-
cent addition to this club. During
the conflicts following the breakup
of the former Yugoslavia in the
1990s, Arkan led a paramilitary
outfit consisting of as many as
10,000 Serbian nationalist thugs,
crooks, and soccer fans who ram-
paged through Croatia and Bosnia
and Herzegovina murdering,
robbing, raping, and “ethnically
cleansing” Muslims and Croats.
He was also, toward the end of his
life, Serbia’s most famous, power-
ful, and admired man.

Christopher S. Stewart (GAL
’96), goes in pursuit of Arkan in
Hunting the Tiger: The Fast Life
and Violent Death of the Balkans’
Most Dangerous Man (Thomas
Dunne Books), following him from
his delinquent youth in Josip Broz
Tito’s communist Yugoslavia to
his 2000 assassination in a Belgrade

hotel lobby. The book is a vivid
mixture of investigative journal-
ism, historical survey, and the jour-
nalist’s encounters with some
unsavory men he spent three years
tracking down. “Getting people
to talk about [Arkan] is a risky
endeavor,” Stewart says. “If they
talk at all, they want to do it anony-
mously. And if you ask about
him, they become immediately
suspicious of you and monitor
the rest of your time in Serbia.”

Maintaining a judicious take on
Arkan’s career and the complicated
politics of the region, Stewart traces
his evolution from petty thief to
hit man for Tito’s secret police and
partner in President Slobodan
Milosevic’s bid to secure a Greater
Serbia. Throughout, Arkan oper-
ated with impunity, protected from
domestic arrest, and aided in cross-
ing borders—and breaking out of
international prisons—by the
UDBA, a KGB-like state spy
agency. Stewart quotes Arkan’s
former UDBA handler: “[He] was
pathological and prone to do things
most other humans wouldn’t think
of. He would hurt you or kill you
without thinking twice. That was
important to the agency.”

As the country broke into eth-
nically defined states, Arkan began
his transition from mob boss to
warlord, fueled by his private army.
In Bosnia and Croatia, Milosevic’s
national army would surround a
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HAPPY FAMILY

(GROVE/BLACK CAT)

WENDY LEE

GSAS ’06

In the shameful fallout of a roman-

tic affair, Hua Wu, the thoughtful

protagonist of Wendy Lee’s debut

novel, abandons her college edu-

cation in Fuzhou, China, leaves be-

hind the beloved grandmother who

raised her, and joins the ranks of il-

legal immigrants in New York City’s

Chinatown. Anonymous outside of

the restaurant where she works,

Hua seizes the chance to care for a

Sinophile’s adopted daughter, Lily,

for whom she serves as a valued

conduit to Lily’s lost Asian her-

itage. But feeling increasingly iso-

lated and marginal, Hua channels

her ambition and heartache into a

love for her new charge—with sur-

prising consequences. Her lonely

quotidian struggles are an en-

grossing read told through Lee’s

simple, graceful prose and a char-

acter’s insightful narration.

—Suzanne Krause

bibliofile

SIX NIGHTS ON THE ACROPOLIS

(COSMOS PUBLISHING)

GEORGE SEFERIS

TRANSLATED BY

SUSAN MATTHIAS

GSAS ’00, ’06

Career diplomats rarely win Nobel

prizes in literature and, less often

still, publish intimate tales about

brothels, artists, and civic unrest

in the birthplace of hedonism.

So this novel—the only one by the

1963 Nobel laureate, published

posthumously in 1974 and translat-

ed into English for the first time—

is a treat for readers game to follow

this formidable talent’s Athenian

experiment in Modernism and bil-

dungsroman. Drawing largely from

George Seferis’s personal life and

rife with intellectual debates, this

character-driven existential soap

opera alternates between narra-

tive chapters and confessional,

cryptic diary entries—all of which is

made accessible by Susan

Matthias’s capable, clear translation.

—S.K.
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OF VIOLENCE
OR VALOR
A JOURNALIST CHRONICLES
THE RISE AND FALL OF A
BALKANS WAR CRIMINAL

by Wesley Yang

B

ARKAN, PICTURED UNMASKED, LED A SERBIAN

PARAMILITARY CREW HE CALLED THE TIGERS

(NAMED FOR THE PET HE KEPT AT HOME), WHICH

EXECUTED THOUSANDS.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 32)
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